Entertainment

Benidorm

Following the recent summer special and it winning Best Comedy at The National TV Awards, Benidorm returns for a third series on ITV1 in a new one hour format.

Set one year later, the new series sees the return of all your favourite holidaymakers as they take up the offer of a free holiday given to them by the Solana Resort at the end of the Summer special.

The Garvey family have another reason to return as Mel is now Benidorm’s answer to ‘Richard Branson’ with various business deals in the pipeline! 

The new series continues the trend in having popular guest stars playing outlandish characters and this year is no exception with Sheridan Smith, Robin Askwith, Keith Barron, Una Stubbs and Tim Healy all making appearances.

Benidorm is back to lift your spirits, brighten up your Autumn and deliver more sun, sangria and of course swinging!

Benidorm is a Tiger Aspect production for ITV1. 
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The Cube

Phillip Schofield hosts this brand new game show which tests contestants’ skill, nerve and determination to win.  

The Cube will challenge members of the public to attempt apparently simple tasks under the spotlight in a large perplex cube - intensifying the pressure.  With each task worth a cash prize, the challenger will have to keep their nerve in this high pressure game of skill and strategy to move higher up the board and closer to the top prize of £250,000.       

The challenges range from tasks of agility to seemingly straightforward trials such as bouncing a ball into a bin or stopping a clock at precisely 10 seconds.  The Cube features state of the art filming techniques to illustrate the intense pressure felt by the contestants. 

Each player starts with nine lives and has to complete up to seven tasks to win the jackpot but if they accept the challenge and lose all their lives they leave with nothing.    

An Objective Production for ITV1.

Press contacts: 

Sarah Banbury

ITV Press Office

sarah.banbury@itv.com 

Pictures contact: 

Shane Chapman

ITV Pictures

shane.chapman@itv.com
www.itvpictures.com

The Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards 2009

Top names gather to celebrate the nation’s real life heroes in the biggest national event of its kind.

The Daily Mirror Pride of Britain Awards 2009, now in its 11th year, returns to ITV1 as the greatest stars of showbusiness, sport, music, royalty and politics honour the extraordinary winners.

On one of the most uplifting and moving night of the year the true stars of the show are our unsung heroes. From children to adults, in every walk of life, they have either displayed remarkable courage, battled against the odds or gone the extra mile to make our country a better place.

Now they will receive the recognition they truly deserve. Carol Vorderman hosts the glittering ceremony from the Grosvenor House Hotel in London.

More stars than ever before are set to attend to hand out awards, rather than receive them.

Since the show began, the A-listers taking part have ranged from Prince Charles and President Clinton to David and Victoria Beckham, Sir Paul McCartney, Kylie, Robbie Williams, Sir Michael Caine, Jude Law, Bono, Catherine Zeta Jones and Michael Douglas.

As ever, the event will be packed with breathtaking stories and amazing surprises. 

Last year Ant and Dec even undertook a top secret mission to Afghanistan to honour our brave medics on the front line. And in 2007, Ewan McGregor flew into Iraq to present a Pride of Britain award to Britain's only female bomb disposal heroine.

It's always an awards night like no other. A night to celebrate the very best of Britain.

An ITV Studios production.

www.prideofbritain.com
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Duchess On The Estate

Sarah Ferguson, The Duchess of York will spend time on a housing estate in a new programme for ITV1 called Duchess on the Estate.  

Having spent much of the last decade in the States, Sarah was shocked to return to the UK to find a place she didn’t recognise with a lack of community spirit.  As a mother, she believes that women in fractured communities hold the key to making things better.  She wants to galvanise the women in the households and empower them to raise standards, expectations and ambitions.  And Sarah wants to inject a heart into the neighbourhood – she’s determined to take action but has no idea what to do or where to start.

Sarah will attempt to come up with a blueprint for change that could help the families she meets.  She will be shown the ropes by one family and tour the locality with them to learn as much as she can from the area and make her better equipped to attempt change - then set about making it happen.  

Duchess on the Estate is a Spun Gold Production for ITV1.  
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Harry Hill’s TV Burp

The last year has seen Harry Hill’s TV Burp add two more BAFTAs, another Royal Television Society gong, and another British Comedy Award to its already impressive haul, so fans of telly’s funniest critic can expect yet more inspired comedy as the show returns for an incredible ninth series in autumn 2009.

The week’s TV just isn’t complete without Harry turning his forensic eye for comic detail to the top soaps, docs, dramas, and reality shows, skewering all the funniest, quirkiest, and downright silliest clips along the way.

Where else would you find a chef who makes meat out of fruit, a big-collared comedian impersonating Andrew Marr impersonating Ant and Dec, and a knitted toy taking a ride on a wobbly jelly?  The last series also saw stars including Dale Winton and Ronnie Corbett shooting through the studio, a pesky shark harassing Harry, and Lion Man Craig Busch became a Burp favourite courtesy of a catchy sing-a-long song.
As it’s totally up-to-date there’s no way of telling what will feature, but there’ll be plenty of X Factor drama and Strictly Come Dancing razzle-dazzle to work with … and no doubt more quirky televisual curiosities will join Freaky Eaters, Hole in the Wall, Born Survivor: Bear Grylls, and Sally Morgan: Star Pyschic in the pantheon of TV Burp cult classics.

Whatever happens, the bespectacled maestro of mirth will be busy analysing television samples for signs of quality comedy particles.  Get ready for the usual hilarious high jinks, as Harry fuses his ingenious quips, outlandish sketches, and quizzical asides into another top-notch concoction!

I’m A Celebrity…Get Me Out Of Here! 

The award winning series is back with another bunch of celebrities preparing to leave their loved-ones and luxuries behind as they’re dumped in the middle of the Australian jungle with only the wildlife and each other for company.

Cut off from the outside world in one of the most hostile environments on earth, the personalities have just basic food rations to survive on and will have to undergo petrifying and stomach-churning challenges to win supplies.

Their celebrity status will count for nothing as they battle it out to be crowned King or Queen of the Jungle.

This year the infamous Bushtucker Trials are set to be the most terrifying yet and there will be plenty of new surprises to keep the celebrities on their toes every step of the way.

Ant and Dec are back presenting live from the jungle and keeping viewers up to date with all the latest gossip and news.  As always, the fate of the jungle VIPs rests firmly in the hands of the British public who will once again decide which celebrity will take on the dreaded Bushtucker Trials and who, ultimately, will win the coveted crown.

An ITV Studios production.
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Piers Morgan’s Life Stories

Piers Morgan returns to ITV1 with his biographical talk show in which he grills them about their lives, and their highs and lows.

Filmed in front of a studio audience, each programme is devoted to one special celebrity guest. 

The interviews will be intimate, in-depth and emotionally-charged, as Piers lays bare his subjects’ life stories over a revealing hour. Each show also includes revealing filmed inserts with the celebrity’s friends and family.

The first series saw Piers secure interviews with some of the most eclectic names in the public eye including Katie Price, Ulrika Jonsson, Sheila Hancock, Sir Richard Branson and Sharon Osbourne.

Now a host of celebrities step up to be grilled by the former newspaper editor.

Piers will continue to bring his unique style of interviewing to this biographical talk show and is at ease with questioning some of the biggest celebrity names about their life and times, finding out just what makes them tick. 

An ITV Studios production.
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The X Factor

The multi BAFTA-award winning Entertainment show returns to our screens for an explosive sixth series. With a record-breaking number of applicants and a new look audition process in front of a live audience, the search for the next singing superstar reaches new levels.

Girls Aloud star and last year's winning Judge Cheryl Cole settles into her second year on the Judging panel, taking her place next to Simon Cowell, Louis Walsh and Dannii Minogue. They will once again travel the length and breadth of Britain for the live auditions with potential singers this year not only trying to impress the four Judges but an audience of thousands.

Dermot O'Leary returns to host the proceedings on ITV1 and will be on hand to celebrate with the successful acts and mop up the tears of those that aren't. New mum, Holly Willoughby fronts the ITV2 Xtra Factor show to get all the behind the scenes gossip, exclusive interviews with the Judges and unforgettable auditions that will make you cry with laughter, cringe with embarrassment and cheer with joy.

Once again each Judge will ultimately mentor one of four categories: Boys, Girls, over 25s and the Groups.   

With Cheryl triumphant over last year's win with her act Alexandra Burke, the pressure is on the other three to pick the act they hope will go on to win the series for them.

A talkbackTHAMES/Syco TV production for ITV 

www.itv.com/xfactor
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