FACTUAL

Joanna Lumley: Catwoman
Animal lover Joanna Lumley is turning cat detective, to explore the unique relationship we have with our feline friends in a brand new, two-part series for ITV1.

As she travels the world, Joanna meets the people who have a unique relationship with cats. She explores how such an unlikely partnership first began and why the cat stirs such conflicting emotions in us.

On her journey, Joanna find out how cats can be used as therapy, uncovers the barbaric ways we have tortured them over the past 1000 years and explores the effects our breeding methods are having. She also meets the cats themselves, from domestic tabbys and show cats, to wild cheetahs and the lions who have been kept as pets.

Joanna’s travels include Egypt, Japan, Namibia, North America, Belize and Mexico as she seeks to find out why cats stir such different responses in different cultures.    

From the Land of the Pharaohs where cats run wild in the streets, to the Far East where cats have clothes specially made for them, Joanna uncovers the history behind how these wild creatures have gradually became the number one pet in the Western world.  

An ITV Studios production for ITV1.
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John Sergeant’s Tourist Trail
John Sergeant is exploring Britain through the eyes of a tourist, in a new, three-part factual series for ITV1.

John Sergeant’s Tourist Trail will follow John on a celebratory journey around Britain, taking in our most famous tourist sites, plus the hidden destinations not found in mainstream guidebooks.  Along the way he will discover the array of amazing places we have right on our doorstep. 

From the beauty of the Lake District and punting on the River Cam, to a medieval castle and Ladies Day at Ascot, John leaves no stone unturned in his quest to uncover the gems and eccentricities which make Britain what it is today.  

He also delves into the history of the British Isles and the famous individuals who draw tourists to our shores including Jane Austen, Winston Churchill, Sherlock Holmes and The Beatles.    

The programmes see John join foreign tourist parties as they visit Britain for the first time, learning about the quirks of different nationalities as he ‘looks at them looking at us’ to discover what tourists really think of our country and of us. 

A Mentorn Media production for ITV1.
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Outbreak
 “There was a sense that the world was going to change and it would never be quite the same,” Countess Mountbatten of Burma.

Marking the 70th anniversary of the start of World War Two, Outbreak tells the story, hour by hour, of September 3rd, 1939, the day that Britain declared war on Nazi Germany; the day that would change the world forever.

Using the words of those who were there, supplemented by archive footage, Outbreak depicts the day as it unfolded from cabinet level to ordinary people at home, touching on each key moments from the delivery of the ultimatum and the declaration of war, to the King’s radio broadcast, the first air raid sirens, the return of Churchill to the war cabinet, and the Germans’ first act of aggression.

 

Outbreak draws together compelling eye witness testimony from figures at the centre of political, royal and military activities on the day, as well as the experiences of ordinary members of the public, including British soldiers, parents and children, along with the memories of people in foreign territories where the impact was felt, such as France, Germany, Austria, Poland and the United States. 

September the 3rd began like any other late summer’s day in Britain. But above the blue skies of London were barrage balloons – innocent looking but warning of danger in the air. The Germans had invaded Poland two days previously and the newspapers were full of reports on the devastation.  Across the UK, Hitler and the Nazis dominated people’s thoughts and conversations.   It would be a day like no other. 

It was the day that saw the bombing of Warsaw, the birth of Britain’s first war baby, the shock of the first air raid sirens and the torpedoing of innocent civilians aboard a passenger ship.

Famous Brits with vivid recollections of the day, including Dame Vera Lynn, Lord Richard Attenborough, Tony Benn, George Cole, Betty Driver and Sir Peter Blake recall how they heard the news that the country was going to war and how they were affected by the dramatic change in the country’s circumstances.

And relatives of key figures who are no longer with us, such as Churchill’s daughter, Lady Soames, Neville Chamberlain’s grandson Francis, Charles de Gaulle’s nephew Bernard and the Countess Mountbatten of Burma, share their memories.

Lord Richard Attenborough says: “I don’t really think any of us would care to have predicted at that time as to what would happen.”

Former cabinet minister Tony Benn explains: “We knew the broadcast was coming. I have a very vivid recollection of it and you knew, we knew, what it meant – we all did.”

Outbreak is being made in association with Imperial War Museum London who will produce an accompanying exhibition in 2009. 
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The Seasons

 In Britain we’re blessed with four distinct seasons. Each has its own character, its own charms, idiosyncrasies, and beauties. The sights, pleasures and tastes we associate with each season are always worth waiting for. That’s what makes the seasons so important to life on these islands.

  

This series, presented by Alan Titchmarsh, aims to reconnect us to the knowledge of just how influential the seasons still are on every living thing in Britain.

 

We see some of the most breath-taking, spectacular images that nature gives us in Britain: starlings swarming above Brighton Pier; the beauty of the blackthorn blossom; the fearsome autumn deer rut; swan upping; sheep on the freezing Yorkshire Dales in winter; the intricate and lovely mating rituals of our birds; the dance of the adders; ‘Mad March Hares’ boxing and the extraordinary sub-aquatic sight of toads wrestling to win a mate. 

   

The series explores our ancient seasonal festivals: many which are still celebrated today such as May Day, the Summer Solstice, Halloween, Bonfire Night, Christmas and Hogmanay.

 

Alan meets a wide range of people whose lives are still intrinsically linked with the seasons and will be looking at traditional seasonal activities, from ice-skating on the Fens to boating on the Thames.    

 
A Tiger Aspect Production for ITV1 
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Robson Green’s Wild Swimming Adventure (Working Title)

Robson Green’s Wild Swimming Adventure (Working Title) features the actor embracing the burgeoning trend for outdoor swimming as he goes on a challenging tour of Britain’s waters in this brand new ITV1 series. 

Along the way he experiences serene lakes, iconic rivers and chilly seas and meets a diverse range of wild swimmers who keep Britain’s waters alive with their passion for getting back to nature and finding our greatest watery locations.

The two part series explores our love affair with water, taking us from perfect places to paddle such as Devon’s Tinside Lido to legendary locations such as Scotland’s daunting Corryvreckan whirlpool where open water swimmers face freezing temperatures and mighty currents. 

The series also sees Robson rekindle his own passion for wild swimming. He revisits Seaton Burn, the watery playground of his childhood, and follows in his father’s footsteps as he takes on the enormous wild swimming challenge presented by Northumberland’s Holy Island. 

Robson says: "I have a deep affinity with water. So maybe through swimming, we are announcing our right to roam and celebrating the magic of water.....breaking free from the official version of things, if you will.

 "So whether I'm wearing my Y fronts freezing in the North Sea at the age of seven or jumping into the ocean as a teenager or just floating down the Tyne for floating’s sake as a middle aged man, I am always happy."

A Tiger Aspect and Coastal Production for ITV1
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