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CAUGHT IN A TRAP

Sound of Music star Connie Fisher makes her television drama debut in a brand new film for ITV1, Caught in a Trap.

In her first television role after her success as Maria in the critically acclaimed stage musical, Connie plays Gemma Perkins, a young woman who is obsessed by Elvis Presley.

She is joined by a prestigious cast with Jim Carter (The Oxford Murders, Cranford) playing her father, Geraldine James (Heist, The Last Enemy) as her step mother and Joe Absolom (Doc Martin, Vincent) as her would-be boyfriend. 
Gemma Perkins seeks solace in her secret passion – Elvis Presley. She’s obsessed with the rock and roll legend. He never lets her down, unlike every other aspect of her life.

Living at home with her overbearing step-mother and down trodden father, Gemma has a boring, and low paid job emptying car park meters. She’s just waiting for something amazing to happen, for her life to really begin.

But then her life takes a dramatic turn when she finds an easy way to fund her obsession with Elvis Presley, and that spending gives her a sense of thrill she’s never experienced before. Gemma starts to dip into cash from the parking meters and goes on a spending spree with Elvis memorabilia top of her shopping list.

But the spending spirals out of control, and Gemma is in serious danger of being caught in a trap.
Caught in a Trap is written by award winning new playwright James Graham. He won the Catherine Johnson Award for Best Play 2007 for his play Eden’s Empire, and was awarded the Pearson Playwriting Bursary in 2006. He is writer in residence at the Finborough Theatre.
Producer Jill Green says: “Connie has more than proved herself as an actress in her role as Maria in The Sound of Music. We thought she would be perfect for the role of Gemma Perkins in Caught in a Trap.

“Connie has a vulnerability about her and an interesting face which betrays a range of emotions which we require for this role. She has an accessibility, and is a person we can all relate to.” 

A Greenlit Rights Production for ITV1

For further information please contact:

Naomi Phillipson

ITV Drama Press Office

Naomi.phillipson@itv.com
For pictures please contact:

Patrick Smith
patrick.smith@itv.com
CONNIE FISHER PLAYS GEMMA PERKINS
Connie Fisher became an overnight fan of Elvis Presley as she prepared for her role in Caught in a Trap.

“I have all Elvis’ greatest hits on my iPod, and I love watching a DVD of his number one performances,” Connie confesses.

“I like the early Elvis. He was hot. I think I was born in the wrong era.”

She says her favourite Elvis hits are A Little Less Conversation, Blue Suede Shoes and American Trilogy. 

Connie plays Gemma Perkins who seeks solace in her passion for Elvis Presley.

She describes her character: “Gemma Perkins is a 28-year-old woman who lives with her stepmum Joyce and dad Brian. Her mum died when she was eight. 
“She works for Hallgate Council as a parking meter attendant. It is her job to collect the money, take it back to the offices and to do the accounts of all the money she has collected. She doesn’t fit in the office, she is a social outcast, and she never goes out. 

“She has a neighbour called Marcus. He loves Gemma but she is completely oblivious to his feelings. To her he is just the boy who lives next door.
“She doesn’t have many mates. She lives in her own world since her mum died, using Elvis to comfort her when she was down. I think Elvis’ lyrics are very good for comforting. Elvis is a real story teller and it carries Gemma through life. 

“She is constantly listening to Elvis on her walkman and singing along. The only real people she talks to are two guys William and Donald she has known since she was a child who own a second-hand business. They sit outside their shop, and she waves to them on her way to work every day. 

“One day she gives a pound to a busker, so from the accounts she deducts one pound from the money she has collected. She thinks that was easy so she starts spending money on her father because he means a lot to her, but she has never been able to talk to him since her mum died. 
“The obsession with Elvis escalates and she just wants to have a piece of him because he is comforting to her. That is her whole world and she is lost in her world a lot of the time. 

“Elvis is a massive part of her life. It is like having a secret boyfriend who doesn’t exist.
“I used to have posters of Mark Owen all over my bedroom walls when I was a kid.”
Connie says one of the reasons she wanted to play the character is that she gets to sing.

“Gemma has a moment at the office Christmas party where she is thrown up on stage to be embarrassed by her colleagues. To everyone’s surprise she can hold a tune, and sings The Wonder of You, to rapturous applause.

“I am keen to keep singing in every thing I do because I am always singing. Singing as Gemma was weird because she is supposed to be someone who has never sung before.
“It was interesting to try to sing like the character, and not to think like a singer. For me that was difficult.”

Connie confesses that her first day on the set of Caught in a Trap was nerve wracking. “I was so nervous I couldn’t sleep the night before. I was really scared, but everyone was so helpful and reassuring. It has been a massive journey for me to go one, and I have learnt so much from the other actors.

“I feel like I needed to grow up because they need your full attention to know what shot you are on especially when we were shooting out of sequence. I do feel like I have grown up. 
“People said I took to it like a duck to water. But I suppose all ducks look great on top of the water, but they are paddling manically underneath. My little webbed feet were paddling really quickly.”

Connie likens her television debut to making her first pancake.

“You learn from the first pancake you make, and for me this was a pretty big pancake. It was a baptism of fire. 

“I was very proud that I was asked to play the role. I went through the screen test like every one else, and I really thought the role was right for me. It has been a huge challenge but hopefully this will be a good pancake with maple syrup.”

But Connie admits there were a few moments on set where things didn’t go quite according to plan.

“I had to drive an automatic car, which I’d never done before, and I couldn’t work out that you had two pedals instead of three. In one scene I had to drive away quickly, but I just couldn’t work out how to move the car.

“Then in another scene I had to drive into shot and jump out of the car as a police car pulls into frame. We had done five takes and tension was beginning to run high as time was running out and the light was fading. But I hit the mark, and jumped out to see the whole crew mouthing the word ‘no’ to me. My car was rolling back towards the police car. So I jumped back into the car, slammed on the brakes, and shut my eyes, convinced I was going to crash into the police car. But I stopped just inches away. Never trust Connie Fisher in a car.”

Connie also forgot the golden rule about eating on set when she was filming a restaurant scene with co-star Joe Absolom.

“I was eating two pieces of scampi in every take, and the props guys started looking at me nervously. They warned me they were running out of scampi. I felt quite sick by the time we had finished the scene, and certainly didn’t want any lunch that day.”

Despite her minor problems, Connie’s television debut has given her an appetite for doing more work on screen.

“I am excited about doing more television because I feel I have found a whole new set of tools that I am using.”

“I would love to go to Hollywood. I don’t think I have Hollywood legs or Hollywood teeth. But if there was a role for a gawky girl that would be good.

“In my bedroom at home I have a dream board of all the stuff I want to achieve or want in my life. They are not materialistic things. There are pictures, quotes, opportunities, music chart number ones. In one corner there was TV and Film with a little picture of a girl in a period costume, so I must have been thinking I wanted to be in a costume drama.

“I think I have always been a bit of a dreamer, but if you don’t dream….”
After filming Caught in a Trap Connie went on to star in a stage musical, They’re Playing Our Song.

She is launching her second album, From Connie with Love, on February 23rd 2009.

JIM CARTER PLAYS BRIAN PERKINS
Jim Carter shares a passion for the great outdoors with his character in Caught in a Trap.

There’s nothing he enjoys more than pottering in the garden of his London home, nurturing vegetables and tending to a cornucopia of flowers.

And his character, Brian Perkins, happily lives in his own world, mowing lawns every day for a living.

“In an ideal world I would start work on the last day of the cricket season and work right through the winter until about mid-April, and then stop work until September to watch cricket and do my garden,” says Jim, who lives near Lords Cricket Ground, and used to play cricket for a National Theatre team.

“I love gardening. I grow lots of flowers so the house is full of flowers right through the summer, and I grow some fruit and vegetables. 

“It is time consuming, but it is good to be outside, and in the spring and summer the garden is bursting. I am not fanatical, but I love to potter, and I can be out there for hours.

Jim says he was bitten by the gardening bug 15 years ago, and his interest has increased in recent years.

“When you are young gardening is not cool, and you don’t live that life style. I lived an itinerant life style for so many years, just going where the next job was. I never had roots to settle down- there’s a gardening metaphor – but now I do.

“I would like to do a garden design course because I think I have a fair sense of design, and I would like to learn more.”

In Caught in a Trap Jim plays Brian Perkins, Gemma’s father, and the down trodden husband of the vivacious Joyce, played by Geraldine James.

“Brian is fairly inarticulate, doesn’t have much to say. He is in his own world, chivvied along by his wife Joyce. He has spent 40 years sitting on a tractor going up and down motorway verges and parks, cutting grass. With his ear defenders on he is self-contained in his world.

“You can see why Brian was attracted to Joyce. She is bright, vivacious, attractive and sparky. I imagine Joyce finds Brian dependable, safe, secure, but not over exciting.

“Joyce makes jokes at Brian’s expense, and niggles at him. But she is not malicious, and it is water off a duck’s back for Brian. He doesn’t take it personally.”
Since the death of his first wife he has found it difficult to communicate with his daughter Gemma.

“Brian knows Gemma is a bit lonely and cut off and a slightly troubled soul. But he doesn’t have the words of the means to break through to her. He worries about her.”

Brian has no idea that his beloved daughter has been stealing from her employers to fund expensive gifts for him, and her obsession with Elvis Presley.

“He knows something is going on when he sees all these boxes arriving at the house which Gemma spirits away in the loft, but he is too frightened to ask what it is. He is probably afraid of what he will find out. Like a lot of people he just hopes the problem will go away rather than having to confront it.”

Brian is stunned when the police search the house and find thousands of pounds worth of Elvis memorabilia.

“I was attracted to playing the role because it is a good story. So many things you see now, you know what is going to happen. But in this you don’t. Gemma’s dilemma escalates from taking a pound to taking thousands, and then the treasure trove of Elvis memorabilia is revealed. “

Jim reveals he had a collection of memorabilia in his own home until recently.

“I was an Elvis fan first time round. I remember him from the fifties. I loved him in his rock and roll days; my favourite tracks were Jailhouse Rock, Hound Dog and King Creole.
“For a while my daughter Bessie, who is now 14, through our influence was a big Elvis fan. Friends from America used to bring her Elvis memorabilia. She moved on from that when she realised from her school friends that it wasn’t so cool. No-one knew what she was talking about.

“We gave every thing to charity shops in the end.”

Connie Fisher was full of praise for her on-screen dad, and Jim says he loved playing the role.

“I love being a dad, and Connie is lovely. A joy to work with. She is hard working and focused. What is marvellous is that she is very open. I have known people who have tried to hide their inexperience. There was no acting required to be fond of Connie in Caught in a Trap.”

Jim’s recent credits include Cranford, Burlesque Fairy Tales and Golden Compass.

GERALDINE JAMES PLAYS JOYCE PERKINS
Acclaimed actress Geraldine James is full of praise for Connie Fisher who makes her television acting debut as her stepdaughter in Caught in a Trap.

“Connie is fantastic. The great thing about her is she doesn’t pretend to be somebody she is not. She is very talented,” says Geraldine. 

“She has had a fantastic meteoric rise into everybody’s consciousness. You could think ‘is this person an actress, what is she, who is she?’. But she turns out to be very humble, wanting to do it right, very interested in what people thought, very good with the director, very adaptable on set. 

“I was really struck when I saw on screen how beautiful she looks. She has the most wonderfully touching eyes. She has got very gentle eyes which is a great thing to have for an actress. That works really well with the camera.

“She didn’t come into this saying I am a big star. She came in going ‘actually I am not experienced in this’ and was prepared to learn, prepared to listen. I really think she is good and great and loved her very much.

“I voted for Connie in the TV show, to find a Maria. To me she was obviously the one who could do it. She has got a big future ahead of her.”

Despite her obvious off screen fondness for Connie, Geraldine had to maintain a fractious relationship with her in the drama as her forceful stepmother.
“Joyce has married Brian a while ago and has discovered that his relationship with his daughter is so intense, and inpenetrable that she has felt very left out. There’s a sort of slight resentment, of feeling that nobody is interested in her,“ Geraldine explains

“Brian is always worrying about his daughter, looking out for her. She always gives him better presents than she will give Joyce. So a cynicism has grown in her about her situation in life. 

“I think through the story of the film Joyce actually grows to love Gemma very much, and when she gets into trouble later in the film she protects her. 

“So what is nice about it for me is that Joyce goes on a journey. She changes. She is a different person at the end of the film than she is at the beginning, which is always more interesting to act.
“Caught in a Trap is a double life story. There’s this life at home with this rather fractured relationship between the parents. Joyce feels the pressures of the world are upon her when Gemma’s dad gets made redundant so he is hanging around. 

“Then they discover Gemma’s obsession with Elvis is taking her over.”
Although she is more of a fan of the Beatles than Elvis Presley, Geraldine says she can understand how someone could become obsessed with an idol.

“I know it is a possibility, but I have never had that link with Elvis. Although I do think if you are going to have somebody’s songs there aren’t many people’s songs you could listen to to the extent you have to listen to Elvis’ in the film.

“We have a family game where you match a Beatles song to your mood. You say a Beatles song and then you say what you are thinking of and what you are feeling from the song.”

Geraldine returned from America where she was filming Little Britain USA to star in Caught in a Trap. She has recently filmed a role in Tim Burton’s feature Alice in Wonderland.
Geraldine became a household name 20 years ago for her performance as Sarah Layton in the epic, Jewel in the Crown. She then played the redoubtable Lady Maud in Blott on the Landscape and more recently as the prim and disapproving WI leader in Calendar Girls.

Her recent television credits include The Time of Your Life, The Amazing Mrs Pritchard and The Last Enemy.

JOE ABSOLOM PLAYS MARCUS STEWART
Joe Absolom couldn’t resist the chance to play Connie Fisher’s would-be boyfriend in Caught in a Trap.

“The role of Marcus Stewart is a really sweet part,” says Joe.
“Marcus is sort of the boy next door - they have grown up together. He has grown up watching her and she has grown up ignoring him. He is madly in love with her basically.  

“Marcus has a stutter, a speech impediment, and when he is with Gemma it is not as bad as it is in his every day life. He is just a nice bloke. He is not cheek, he is not horrible, he is just normal. He looks after his mum, he is a good guy.

“I had another script at the time for a part of a guy who was possessed, and that would have involved lots of crying and fighting. 
“I preferred this character because he has a stutter, and it was a much nicer story.”

Joe worked with a voice coach, studied people with stutters on You Tube and watched films like One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest and A Fish Called Wanda, which have characters with a stutter in them, to perfect his character’s speech impediment.

 “I learnt that there are other characteristics in people with a stutter, like you break eye contact when you stutter, or put your hand over your mouth, like little social things you do, and you use ‘ums’ and ‘ers’ and ‘ahs’ as a way of preparing for the next words you are going to say.

“If you meet a person with a stutter they just keep going with what they are saying. It is difficult for the listener because the tendency is try to help them by finishing the word and to look interested. 

“When I first read the character I thought he was going to be someone you do feel sorry for. He does appear quite unconfident. But actually it takes a lot of balls to carry on and just finish what you are saying.

“That is what is good about Gemma, Connie’s character. She doesn’t blink, when he stutters, she is in her own little world any way. They are quite similar and when they do talk to each other they do connect on a level.

“A couple of times people asked whether I really did have a stutter. It is not exactly method acting. But I do find it easy to keep in that kind of mode when I am working. It is easier rather than to keep breaking out of it. 

“When I went home from filming Doc Martin I kept the Cornish accent. My mates would say I sounded Cornish and people would ask where I was from and when I said London they say they detected a hint of Cornish. So now I can go around with a Cornish accent and a stutter. 

“Some times as I get older, what ever job I am doing gets into my system. That is why I didn’t fancy doing the possessed character because it would have really got to me. Even at the audition it was grisly.”
Joe is not a passionate Elvis fan but he does admit to having a six foot Andy Warhol picture of the King of Rock on his wall at home. And he has two favourite Elvis tracks: American Trilogy and One Night.
Joe became best known to viewers as Matthew Rose in EastEnders. His recent screen credits include Doc Martin, Vincent, The Long Firm and POW.
Joe appeared in Poirot’s, Mrs McGinty’s Dead, and is in a feature film, The Story of, about a rock band in which he plays a guitarist. 
Joe returns to Cornwall in the spring for a new series of Doc Martin. 

SYNOPSIS
Caught in a Trap

(Inspired by a true crime)

Frankly Gemma Perkins’ (Connie Fisher) life sucks.  She’s in her late 20s; she’s still living at home with her over-bearing stepmother, Joyce (Geraldine James), and her down trodden father, Brian (Jim Carter); the only boy interested in her is timid neighbour Marcus (Joe Absolom); she has had the same low paid job, emptying car park meters of pound coins for her local council, since she left school; she’s bullied at work; has few friends and fewer chances to make any.  Gemma is still waiting for life to begin… for something amazing to happen to her.  

Gemma takes solace in her secret passion – Elvis Presley.  Unlike everything else in her world, Elvis has never let her down.  When he sings it’s as though he understands her like no one else can or ever will and his voice brings back childhood memories of the security and closeness to Brian that Gemma felt after her mother’s death.  As Gemma grew up, Elvis became a passion. She knows everything there is to know about his music and his life

When Gemma accidentally discovers how easy it is to spend some of the council’s car parking meter money, and for it not to be noticed by her council colleagues, it quickly becomes addictive. She notes down every purchase and the record of what she spends starts to grow. And, while she has every intention of paying all of the council’s money back, what starts out as comfort spending – glasses for her father, donations to charity - becomes bigger, bolder and more obsessive.  
Gemma begins to buy Elvis Presley memorabilia – small things at first – a record here, a pack of cards there – as it makes her happy just to own them. Happier than she’s ever been.  Pretty soon she finds she can’t stop and before long the purchases are getting bigger and more expensive.  If Gemma doesn’t rein in her spending habits she’s going to get caught.

When Gemma discovers that her department at the council is the subject of an internal audit she knows the game is up.  She’s going to have to call it a day.  But there’s one last thing she wants to buy - it’s not for her but for her father Brian.  But when Brian, suspicious of Gemma’s new found funds and strange behaviour, rejects the gift Gemma’s bubble is well and truly burst.  And as if things couldn’t get any worse, Brian’s rejection is further compounded by the sudden death of Marcus’ mother which brings back painful memories of losing her own.

Gemma is suspended from work when the audit inevitably reveals that she’s been doctoring the accounts.  Joyce isn’t pleased to hear the news and after a huge row Gemma flees the house – winding up at the last place she can remember visiting with her mother. Discovering that it’s now a building site, Gemma finally accepts that she must let go of the past and face up to what she has done.  
Everything around her has changed, only Gemma has been unable to move on. Meanwhile back at home the police arrive and Brian and Joyce finally discover the shrine to Elvis that Gemma has been hiding in the loft.

Found guilty, Gemma Perkins is sentenced to two years imprisonment. And it may well just be the best thing that ever happened to her as it is here that Gemma finally builds up the courage to leave the comfort of Elvis behind and connect with the world on her own. And it takes losing her freedom, to open up her heart and make room in her life for Marcus.
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