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MARTIN CLUNES IS BACK
AS DOC MARTIN
***The information contained herein is strictly embargoed from all press use, non commercial publication, or syndication until 14.30 Wednesday 9th September, 2009***
Martin Clunes is back for a new series of the ratings winning comedy drama Doc Martin for ITV1.

He returns to play the curmudgeonly Dr Martin Ellingham whose truculent and tactless manner upsets the convivial community of the picture postcard village of Portwenn on the North Cornwall coast.

The new series, which was written by Ben Bolt, Jack Lothian and Richard Stoneman, was filmed on locations in North Cornwall 

The last series, which won nine million viewers,  ended with a wedding day disaster when the doc and his bride, Louisa Glasson, both got cold feet just as they were about to take their vows.   

Martin is joined by Caroline Catz as Louisa. Stephanie Cole (Housewife 49, Waiting for God, A Bit of a Do) plays his Aunt Joan, who despairs at her nephew’s caustic comments, but continues to supply emotional support in the face of disquiet among the villagers.
Ian McNeice (Rome, Oliver Twist, White Noise) and Joe Absolom (Vincent, New Tricks, EastEnders star as father and son, Bert and Al Large. They’ve abandoned Portwenn’s plumbing problems to open a restaurant. With Al as the new manager business is improving. Bert is tired of living on his own and is looking for love. Al tries to play cupid, but Bert isn’t ready for the amorous advances from a local lady.

Katherine Parkinson (The Boat That Rocked, The IT Crowd, Ahead of the Class) returns as the doctor’s hot headed receptionist.
In this fourth series school headmistress Louisa has left the village, and the Doc is starting to question whether he wants to stay too.

He sets out to conquer his blood phobia in a bid to resume his former high flying career as a vascular surgeon, and move out of Portwenn for good. But he finds the task is easier said than done. 

To complicate matters the Doc discovers an old medical school acquaintance is working at the local hospital. There’s always been a volatile relationship between the doc and ambitious consultant, Dr Edith Montgomery, played by Lia Williams. But when he questions her diagnosis of one of his patients the sparks fly.

But there’s an even bigger surprise in store for the grumpy GP. 

Producer Philippa Braithwaite says: “We are delighted to be back in Cornwall to make this fourth series. There are plenty of surprises in store for the Doc, and compelling story lines.”

The series is directed by Ben Bolt (Losing It, Second Nature, Forgotten). The executive producer is Mark Crowdy ( Saving Grace, Sorted).

Doc Martin is a Buffalo Pictures production in association with Homerun Productions for ITV1.

 Martin Clunes is a patron of Macmillan and is supporting their fund raising campaign for the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.
To join the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on Friday 25 September and help Macmillan reach more people affected by cancer, go to www.macmillan.org.uk/coffee or call 0845 602 1246.
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Martin Clunes plays Dr Martin Ellingham
Martin Clunes couldn’t wait to get back to Cornwall to make a new series of Doc Martin.

“I missed being in Cornwall for the summer. I do love filming in the village of Port Isaac because I know it always looks gorgeous.

“I took a break from the series for two years to spend more time with my family, to make the documentary about dogs and film the Reggie Perrin comedy drama.
 “We have always wanted to do another series because it is such a good job. 

“As I drove back to the location there was a sense of anticipation of being back there. We have been able to rent the same house just along the coast from Port Isaac where we have always stayed. The views from the house along the coast are stunning. 

“It took a little while to get back into the character and into the rhythm of single camera acting. Suddenly you realise it is sort of a second skin and it just lovely being back.”

“The doc’s sharp suits and severe haircut help me to get back into character. But it is his trademark curmudgeonly approach to his patients which is the key to playing the role again.” 

The popularity of Doc Martin world wide has brought tourists flocking to Port Isaac in the hope of catching a glimpse of the filming.

“Every time you come back here there seems to be more and more people gather to watch us filming. People have come from as far as Australia and New Zealand.”

In the new series Doc Martin seems to have met his match when a fiercely ambitious medic comes to Portwenn, and turns his life upside down.

Just when the doc was planning an escape from the village, to put the misery of his failed romance with Louisa Glasson behind him, Dr Edith Montgomery walks into his life.

“The doctor is in intent on beating his haemophobia so that he can get out. It hasn’t gone well so far. His love affair with Louisa hasn’t worked out so he just wants to go back to somewhere that was successful for him and going back to London to be a surgeon seems to be his best choice. 

“He sets out to overcome his fear by trying aversion – continually testing himself with dealing with blood. But it is one step forward and two steps back.”
In the opening scene of the new series the doctor is being hotly pursued by a pack of Portwenn dogs, as he carries a bag of offal dripping blood in his gruesome bid to conquer his phobia.

“It can be so hard trying to get all the dogs not looking like they are fixated on their trainers behind the camera. But these were all really good; true professionals.”

“Then Edith Montgomery comes back into his life. Edith was the last big relationship in the Doc’s life and she broke his heart. 
“They had been students together and were both at the top of their games. They had this sparky relationship. She just ran off with someone and left him gutted, and that is probably why he has shut down his emotions.
“I think she likes the idea of having him attentive to her, and she wants to help him get back to the top of his game. Who knows how honourable her intentions are in terms of re-kindling a relationship, though.”

The return to Portwenn of former school headmistress Louisa presents the doc with a dilemma of being caught between the two women.

“The doc is not having an affair with Edith, although Louisa suspects there is something between them. In his usual awkward way he doesn’t know how to handle the situation when the two women come face to face.”

The canine-hating doc continues to have a problem with a dog who is determined to be-friend him.

After the death of Gremlin, the scruffy mongrel who had been his unwelcome companion for three series, a search was launched for a new dog to join the series.

Dodger was chosen to play the role of Buddy, the new canine member of cast, who lives with the doc’s Aunt Joan (Stephanie Cole) after producers vetted several other dogs.

“Dodger is a rescued Jack Russell from the Dogs’ Trust charity, and he is such a brilliant dog,” says Martin, who is passionate about all dogs off screen.

“Buddy goes to live with Aunty Joan but he is always trying not to seek the doctor out, and following him home.”
Martin is due to begin filming a new two part documentary, Horsepower, for ITV1, this Autumn, in which he will travel the world to unlock the secrets of man’s partnership with horses. 
Martin owns seven of the world’s 60 million horses and will take every opportunity to climb on the back of the full spectrum of breeds he meets on his quest to discover where horses came from and how they have changed our world.  
Caroline Catz plays Louisa Glasson
Caroline Catz faced furious fans after her character, Louisa Glasson jilted the doc at the altar at the end of the last series.

“Viewers were cross that Louisa and the doc didn’t get married. People at my son’s school told me how disappointed they were that the wedding didn’t go ahead,” says Caroline.

“We have seen her for three series attempting to change him. The jilting at the altar was a bit of an act of facing up to the fact that she wouldn’t be honestly and truthfully going into the marriage without the hope of him being different.

“She realised it wouldn’t be honest to marry somebody you wanted to change. She made a decision not to do that. I really admired her for that, and also him for making that decision. It was deeply sad. 

“They are both people who are actually very principled which shows in the decisions they made. There is a lot of love there, but the communication between them is very messed up. 

“She blames him. She doesn’t really look at her own dysfunction, which is that has a bit of a righteous perspective and finds it very difficult to admit she is wrong.”

Louisa left the village after the wedding day disaster, to escape the gossip among the villagers and find a new job. But things didn’t work out as she had hoped, and she missed life in Portwenn. So she returns to the village with no job and no home, to try to start afresh.
“Louisa comes back for a job interview for a part time supply teacher at the school where she was head teacher. 

“It is all a bit difficult the head teacher. She is coming in as a bit of an outsider again and is having to start from scratch. She has to explain why things haven’t quite worked out in London and she is not sure herself how she is going to make things work and make ends meet.”

“Since Louisa has been away, having jilted the doc and the doc jilting her and leaving every body waiting at the church, there’s a level of suspicion about her. She is considered to be a bit unpredictable. 

“It is not that she is unpopular, but the trust people had in her has altered a bit. It was pretty brave of her to come back to the village after leaving.”
But no amount of explanation from Louisa can stop the gossip mongers. When Al Large offers to help with some DIY chores in Louisa’s new home, rumour is rife that they are having an affair.

“Then there is the added surprise for Louisa when she calls on the doctor: she finds there is a woman in the house: Edith Montgomery. 

“Louisa has no idea who this woman is. The last thing she imagined in a million years was there would be a woman in his life. It is a shock for her because although she doesn’t want to continue their relationship I think she is slightly put out by the fact that someone else is in his life, and a bit jealous.”
Caroline confesses that she missed playing Louisa and spending the summer in Port Isaac when the series took a break

“I was very much looking forward to making the fourth series. What I wasn’t expecting was how I have completely fallen in love with port Isaac even more this time. 

“I think it is something to do with the familiarity and also having had that time away. I really missed it. It feels like such a privilege to be back there.

I have a house in the village with an amazing view out to sea. It is just wonderful living like that with a view of the sea every day in the summer. 

“When I imagine what it might be like to live there I forget that the winters are pretty harsh. We all go there as tourists, or work there during the summer months and forget it can be really tough and bleak in the winter.”

Since the last series Caroline starred in a Mick Gordon play, On Emotion, at the Soho Theatre, and in an ITV1 drama Single Handed. 

Caroline’s other television credits include Hotel Babylon, The Vice, Murder In Suburbia, All Quiet on the Preston Front, The Bill.
Ian McNeice plays Bert Large
Ian McNeice says his character Bert Large is lonely and looking for love in the new series of Doc Martin.

“Bert sees his son Al getting more attached to Pauline and he notices romantic couples in the restaurant and he thinks there is something missing in his life,” says Ian. 

“He starts to wonder whether or not he could possibly have a liaison with someone, and sets out with the help of his son to try and locate someone that could bring a bit of companionship to him.”

But the path to true love is a rocky one for Bert when the first lady he meets is a little too forward, and scares him off.

“He arranges a date with the lady who delivers the napkins to the restaurant and unfortunately it doesn’t go particularly well. 

“She is a little too forward and Bert can’t handle it. They go for a drink and at one point she says she is feeling a little tired. Bert says they should they should call it a night, but she suggests they have she suggests ‘why don’t we have a little lie down’!

“Then he starts to get these saucy text messages that go from bad to worse and even make his son blush.”

Undeterred by the failure of his first romance, Bert falls for a new lady who starts working at the restaurant. But could this liaison be heading for the rocks too? 

 “A new lady called Margaret starts working in the restaurant and Bert loves her humour and they have a rapport together. The only downside is that she is married. 

“Margaret leads Bert on a bit, letting him think their marriage is over. But then he discovers that she and her husband are still very close.”

Ian has become very much part of the community in Port Isaac after playing the role of Bert Large for four series. 
“Port Isaac is a hugely special place to me. I have been very fortunate because my character is pretty much on the periphery, so I have had a lot of time to get to know the village, and the people. 

“I can’t tell you how many fun days and shops I have opened. They introduce me as Bert Large from Doc Martin.

“I do feel part of the community and I very much value that.

“I was asked to present the local singing group, the Fishermen’s Friends, when they performed their sea shanties on the harbour every Friday night, which I really enjoyed.”

Ian has decamped from his London home to Port Isaac for four months each time he has filmed Doc Martin, returning to the same house in the village.

“We pack up a very full car and arrive, and don’t go back. All my family come down to me, so I’m constantly entertaining and cooking.

“We can buy lovely fish and crabs and lobsters in the village, we are very spoilt. We can just ring the fishmonger and he will leave our order on the doorstep.”

The last time he was in Cornwall Ian decided the time had come to shed some weight. He was tipping the scales at more then 25 stone, leaving him  unable to fit into Bert’s van.
Ian had to resist daily temptations from the on set caterers. He refused the cooked breakfasts, the mid morning Cornish pasties, the stodgy puddings, cream teas and cakes, in favour of the food allowed on his diet. He managed to lose five stone with the help of Weight Watchers.

Ian has maintained his healthy regime to try to keep the pounds from piling on again.

After the last series Ian starred as Winston Churchill in a new play, Never So Good, about Harold Macmillan at the National Theatre. 

“I had avoided doing theatre for a number of years as I have wanted to earn enough money for my children, and theatre is not great pay. But I was very excited by the play and the role.  It sounded very interesting and eventually I decided it was too good to miss. After 17 years away from the theatre I went back and it was the best thing I had done. “ 

Ian’s recent television credits include Lewis, Rome, New Tricks, Children of Dune, Paradise Heights, Armadillo, David Copperfield, and Hornblower. He also starred in the feature films Valkyrie and Oliver Twist.

Joe Absolom plays Al Large
Joe Absolom says he could never run a restaurant as his character does in Doc Martin, even though he enjoys cooking.

The new series sees Joe’s character Al Large taking over the management of the restaurant which his dad, Bert, played by Ian McNeice, bought, in a bid to attract new customers.

“Al has taken over the running of the restaurant now. It has been refurbished and gone upmarket with its cuisine and looks a lot better than when Bert was struggling to keep it going,” Joe explains.

“I wouldn’t want to run a restaurant myself. I enjoy cooking in a very small way; like if I did cheese on toast it would be the best cheese on toast. But the idea of cooking chicken, steak and fish for other people and getting it all out on time is not something I would jump at.

“My speciality is chilli con carne. I had my whole family down to Cornwall while I was filming Doc Martin and cooked them chilli. It went down very well.”

Al and Bert Large initially ran a plumbing business in Portwenn. When Al went on his travels around the world, Bert decided to try his hand at running a café, with disastrous consequences. Al returned to help his dad to turn the business around.
“I don’t know how you go from being a plumber to running a restaurant. But I’ve noticed it is quite a Cornish thing because since we have been shooting, a lot of houses have been turned into tea shops and cafes.”

The romance between Al and the doc’s feisty receptionist Pauline, played by Katherine Parkinson, is still flourishing despites its ups and downs.

“Pauline is living with Al at the moment. She is not enjoying it as much as Al is just because it is a bit of a squeeze with Bert there as well. 

“Al plans a surprise for Pauline. He tells Pauline he is on restaurant business when he secretly does extra work on the side to save enough money to buy her a scooter. Then when staying with Al and his dad it gets a bit too much she can get on her scooter and go.”

But the secret plan gets Al into trouble when village gossips spread a rumour that Al is having an affair with Louisa Glasson, played by Caroline Catz, because he offers to do some plumbing work in her new house. 

“Al gets soaked when he tries to fix Louisa’s boiler. He strips off his wet top, some local girls see him at the window, seemingly naked, and put two and two together. They cause havoc by creating a rumour that Al and Louisa are having an affair. Al has a lot of explaining to do to Pauline.”

Meanwhile Al is also trying to be a matchmaker for his dad, to find Bert a lady friend. 
“Bert is a bit lonely, so he tries to find him a lady friend. It would also take the burden off Al if his dad was canoodling.

“It is a bit awkward for Al. You don’t really want your dad to be telling you he misses the tender touch of a lady. It is all a bit awkward. Al suggests that Bert should ring the lady that delivers their napkins, who seems to be a good match. I think Al just wants his dad to be happy.”

Since the last series of Doc Martin Joe has starred in the ITV1 dramas Caught in a Trap and Poirot, a BBC 3 drama Personal Affairs, Casualty, and New Tricks. He also made a film in Budapest, The Story Of. 

Joe became a household name when he played unjustly jailed Matthew Rose in EastEnders. He has played a wide range of roles including The Long Firm, POW, and Servants and Vincent.

Lia Williams plays Dr Edith Montgomery
Lia Williams was so overcome with emotion when she had to conduct a scan on a pregnant mum that’s he almost forgot to be the brusque new medic in Doc Martin.
She plays a high flying consultant, Edith Montgomery, who runs a fertility clinic, in the new series.

“We were filming in a hospital in Cornwall and I was told I was going to be shown how to do an ultrasound scan for a scene,” Lia explains.

“They took me off into this room where there was all this machinery, and introduced me to Melody who was six months pregnant and I had to do an ultrasound scan on this woman! It was so surreal, I am an actress! 

“It was brilliant how they did the scene. Melody sat just out of shot and moved the scanner over her tummy at the same time as I was moving the scanner over a prosthetic bump.

“As I moved the scanner I saw her baby come up on the screen. I couldn’t be Edith very well that day because I kept going all gooey.”

Edith Montgomery is an old flame of the doc’s who he met at medical school. They meet again quite by chance at the local hospital.

“Edith and Martin were both star students, and their equal passion was medicine, so they had a passionate affair that was driven by their love of all things medical. They loved each other deeply and they were engaged to be married; it was very serious, and it was a very unpleasant split.

“They split when she was offered a glitzy job in San Francisco and he wouldn’t go with her. 

“So when they meet again purely by chance in the first episode it is a huge shock and there is lots of unfinished business. 

“Edith is sort of the female version of the doc in a lot of ways, apart from she doesn’t have haemophobia, and her drive of the series is to help him recover from this.

“She is very naughty and funny and she has a very dry look on life. She is hugely successful; and she is rather cruel with her patients just like he is. There is sensitivity chemical in her body that is missing.
“She is at the top of her field, and coming back into Martin’s life for them both is a real injection of what they had before which was just a fantastic energy, between them which sparks them off with all sorts of other reactions.”
Lia researched the role by talking to a family member about her experiences.

“I had a long talk with my sister in law, who is a top gynaecologist. So that is how I found out about what happens at medical school, the blood phobia and looking after pregnant patients. “
Lia admits though that she would be useless in a medical emergency:

“I remember when my husband Guy had to have a lump cut out of his arm and they invited me in to chat to him whilst they were cutting this lump out. 

“Guy had been numbed so he couldn’t feel a thing and I just flicked my eye over to what they were doing and I went very faint and just had to sit there with my head between my knees.

“I can relate to the doc’s blood phobia too. It is the weirdest sensation. Logically your brain is telling you everything is fine, but there was something about the sight of blood that causes a chemical reaction.”

However tough Edith is on the outside, there’s a chink in her armour when she meets a rival for the doc’s affections, Louisa Glasson. 

“Edith is too grown up to get hot under the collar about Louisa. The only problem is that she knows the effect Louisa has on the Doc and that bothers her. Ultimately her aim is to restore him to his former glory i.e. a fantastic surgeon. She thinks she is undermining him and not letting him work to his full potential.

Lia turned down a role in the West End stage play Arcadia for the role in Doc Martin.
“I think it is brilliant for an actor to be able to come here and do a series and to play this feisty, funny, quirky character is sort of like being told you can have a gift for the summer. 

“I do a lot of theatre and it is my passion and I also do a lot of angst roles.

 I started my career in comedy so it is fantastic to be playing this.”

Lia’s husband, writer/producer Guy Hibbert joined her while she was filming in Cornwall. Together they were able to explore the coastline. 

“This part of the Cornish coast is just beautiful because it is so unspoilt. We did some brilliant walks. The views are incredible. We saw four dolphins once.” 

Lia and her husband have their own production company, and are developing a feature film. 
Lia made her television debut in the 1980’s in guest roles in Girls on Top, Red Dwarf and Happy Families. She landed her first film role in 1993 in Michael Winner’s Dirty Weekend.

Her recent television credits include The Russian Bride, for which she won the best actress Golden FIPA award, May 33rd, Marple: By the Pricking of My Thumbs, Sparkling Cyanide and A Touch of Frost.

John Marquez plays PC Joe Penhale

John Marquez is reunited with his actor brother Martin once more on screen in  an episode of the new series of Doc Martin.

John, who plays the bumbling local police constable, Joe Penhale, in Portwenn, joined his brother in Hotel Babylon and EastEnders.

“In episode three of the series my real life brother Martin plays my character, PC Penhale’s brother who comes to stay with him in  Portwenn.

“PC Penhale hero worships his brother, Sam, who he thinks is an artist, and doesn’t think he could do anything wrong. In fact he is a fraudster who copies famous paintings.”

But Sam Penhale is caught out when he falls ill, due to the lead he has used to make the paint.

“Sam gets lead poisoning. He goes to the doctor not knowing what is wrong with him and Doc Martin says that it could be a genetic disease. PC Penhale panics and thinks he is about to either die or go mental like their granddad. 

“Then we find out it is because of the paint and it is revealed to me that Sam is a crook and always has been so PC Penhale has to deal with the fact that his hero brother is a thief. 

John and Martin have been working together for the past year in theatre and television.

“We do a fair bit of theatre together; we write our own shows and have performed them at Hampstead and Soho Theatre and Chichester. We are doing one for next year which is hopefully going to the West End. The show is called A Ring of Fools. It is set in a circus but 120 years ago. 

“We get on  well as brothers and business partners. We have just done six months together on a play called Boeing Boeing where we played cousins. 
“I am going to do Annie Get Your Gun at the Old Vic and he got offered a part in that too, but unfortunately he can’t do it because of Hotel Babylon. If he had done it, it would have been a year and a half of working together on four different jobs.”

Born in Coventry, John followed in his brother Martin’s footsteps to become an actor. His recent television credits include The Trial of Tony Blair, Ronnie Ancona and Co and Suburban Shootout. He appeared on stage in The Emperor Jones at the Olivier Theatre. 
Synopsis
EPISODE ONE 
Life in the beautiful Cornish village of Portwenn has become ever more infuriating for Dr Martin Ellingham since the heart-wrenching decision to call off his marriage to local headmistress Louisa.
Louisa has left, and Martin has begun to question what keeps him in Cornwall. It’s certainly not his relentlessly annoying patients. It’s certainly not the amorous advances of the infatuated local chemist, MRS TISHELL. Martin has realised that if he is ever to escape, he must conquer his worst fear: the blood phobia that ended his surgical career. 
Martin’s AUNT JOAN suggests that her friend BARBARA might be able to help with Martin’s blood phobia, but it turns out Barbara is a specialist in a very different field. When Barbara is involved in a bicycle accident with CLIVE TISHELL, Mrs Tishell’s little-missed husband who has been sent home from his oil-rig job after going deaf, Martin is injured too.
Martin accompanies Barbara to hospital, and is stunned to meet EDITH, his old girlfriend from medical school days. She is now a top-ranking doctor with a flourishing private practice. She is surprised and disappointed at how low Martin has fallen.
Edith books Barbara in for an operation, but when Martin discovers Edith did not perform a preliminary test that might rule out the need for surgery, he hurries to the hospital and takes matters into his own hands. 
Mrs Tishell tries to cure her husband’s problems on her own, but when her efforts go disastrously wrong, Martin is able to find the surprising cause of Clive’s hearing loss.  

Meanwhile, Martin’s scatterbrained receptionist PAULINE is struggling to cope with the effects of insomnia brought on by her brother ADAM’s snoring. Pauline’s on-off boyfriend AL LARGE sees an opportunity, and asks her to move in with him.
BERT LARGE, Al’s jovial father, is also looking for love. But will he accept sex instead?
Martin learns there is a prestigious surgeon’s job coming free in London that is perfect for him if he can overcome his blood phobia. Does he want to be put forward for it? 
All Martin’s thoughts of the future are turned upside-down when LOUISA unexpectedly returns to Portwenn. She wants nothing to do with Martin, but she has big news of her own.

EPISODE TWO
DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM struggles to deal with LOUISA’s news. But Louisa is adamant she does not want Martin involved. 
Martin’s first patients are Pauline’s UNCLE JIMMY and AUNT JENNIE. They are trying for a baby but cannot conceive. Uncle Jimmy gets inexplicably angry with Martin. Martin sends them to Truro so EDITH, who is a fertility specialist, can assess them.  
Louisa applies for a teaching post at the local school, and is interviewed by the new HEADMASTER. She gets the job, but notices that the Headmaster is acting strangely. He has an arm that rises up into the air without him seeming to notice it. 
Martin’s AUNT JOAN is scathing of Martin’s attitude towards Louisa. But when Martin tries to talk to Louisa, he can’t help himself and angers her with his old-fashioned views.

Louisa also has a frosty encounter with MRS TISHELL, who disapproves of her. 

The Headmaster comes to see Martin about his constipation, but starts acting in a paranoid manner. Martin notices the Head’s strange physical behaviour for the first time, but before he can complete his examination, the Head rushes from the Surgery. 
Uncle Jimmy’s test results come back showing he has dangerous levels of testosterone in his blood, and after initial anger, Jimmy makes a tearful and surprising confession to Martin.
Louisa goes to hospital for a routine check-up and discovers that Edith is going to be her doctor. Louisa learns something about Martin and Edith’s relationship during medical school that shocks her. 
Louisa returns to her school and discovers that the Headmaster has taken her pupils down to the treacherous rockpools of Roscarrock Cove for a nature walk. 
Martin diagnoses the Headmaster’s illness with the unwitting help of PAULINE and, alerted by Louisa, rushes down to Roscarrock Cove to try and save the children. 

EPISODE THREE
DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM is shocked to find LOUISA and AUNT JOAN knocking at his door before the Surgery has opened. Louisa has had a medical scare and wants Martin’s reassurance that everything is fine. 
PC PENHALE, still officially the world’s worst policeman, has an unexpected visitor: the older brother he has always idolised, SAM. 
Trying to show off in front of his brother, Penhale injures a tourist, and when they take the tourist to Martin, Sam learns from PAULINE that the Surgery needs re-painting. Sam volunteers for the job.

Martin and EDITH go to a restaurant to discuss her medical research, which she wants Martin’s help with. It isn’t a date, but Edith teases Martin playfully. When she drops him off outside the surgery afterwards, Edith gives Martin a kiss. 
BERT notices that Pauline is going stir-crazy living with AL, and tries to offer the younger man some relationship advice. But when Al tries to act on the advice, his ham-fisted efforts make the situation even worse. 
Martin is called to the home of MR ROUTLEDGE who is complaining of chest pains. But Mr Routledge is a nuisance-caller and there’s never anything wrong with him. Mr Routledge wants Martin to put him into a nursing home so he can be looked after all day long. Martin refuses.
Martin notices that Sam has some problems with his memory and co-ordination. It’s probably just a virus, but when Martin takes Sam’s family history, he decides there is a very small possibility that Sam has a rare genetic disease.
When Sam tells his brother, Penhale becomes convinced that he has the disease too and is going to die. Penhale takes his brother for a tearful farewell drink at the Crab & Lobster.    
Louisa visits Edith for a check-up, and Edith elicits a very personal and embarrassing piece of information from Louisa. 
Tired of renting, Louisa is looking for somewhere to live in the village. Aunt Joan suggests she visits Mr Routledge to ask him about his plans, but when Martin discovers Louisa there, something unexpected happens.
Sam’s blood tests reveal he does not have the genetic disease, but Martin diagnoses a different illness that will change Penhale’s opinion of his brother forever.  

EPISODE FOUR

DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM is called to LOUISA’s new home after she has a dizzy spell while shifting furniture. Martin urges her to slow down, but is shocked to learn that Louisa has applied to be her school’s headteacher again.
As a school governor, Martin is asked to join the interview panel for the headteacher position, but when he makes it clear that he thinks Louisa is now unsuited for the role, his invitation is withdrawn. 
Martin’s first patients are an elegant elderly couple, MR & MRS McLYNN, who want a disabled person’s parking permit so they can park near the shops. But when Martin attempts to assess Mr McLynn’s paralysed legs, he inadvertently stabs a needle into Mr McLynn’s hand and draws blood. The McLynns vow never to return.
AL needs some money fast for a mysterious reason, and offers to sort out all Louisa’s household and plumbing problems if she can pay him before the weekend.  
SALLY, the School Secretary, comes to Martin complaining of hayfever, but when Martin wants to examine her, she makes an excuse and leaves. 
AUNT JOAN is driving in the village when she is involved in a car crash with Mr & Mrs McLynn. When PC PENHALE rushes to the scene and tries to impose his authority, he is ignored by both drivers.  
EDITH visits Martin for some advice on her medical research, and Martin reveals he has applied for the prestigious surgeon’s job in London. He has been invited up to London to discuss it. Their growing intimacy is interrupted by Louisa, who wants to confront Martin about his attitude towards her and the headteacher position. Louisa is taken aback to find Edith already there. 
Martin visits Aunt Joan and discovers that she is in severe financial difficulties with her farm. 
PAULINE becomes suspicious of Al’s secretive behaviour, and when she hears that he has been spotted semi-naked in Louisa’s house, she fears the worst.
Louisa gets good news about the headteacher job, but Sally is looking increasingly unwell. When Sally returns to Martin’s Surgery, she has a surprising confession to make about her recent holiday in Ibiza. 
Martin sees Mr & Mrs McLynn behaving oddly in the village, and makes an astonishing diagnosis. PC Penhale is nearly injured in the process.
Al finally reveals to Pauline why he has been so secretive, and Edith brings Martin an ingenious gift to help him get the surgeon’s job in London, but it has unexpected consequences.

EPISODE FIVE

DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM is in London to meet with ROBERT DASHWOOD, who is leading the selection process for the prestigious London surgeon’s job that Martin has applied for. Robert can tell that Martin is excited to be back in the world of surgery, and is pleased that Martin has finally conquered his debilitating blood phobia. Robert is confident that Martin will get the job.
On the train back to Cornwall, Martin is annoyed to be seated next to one of his patients, a sheep farmer named JIM SELKIRK. Jim is a noisy eater, and when he falls asleep, he slumps on to Martin’s shoulder. But when Martin tries to rouse him, he discovers that Jim has died of heart failure.
On his arrival in Portwenn, Martin is immediately summoned to AUNT JOAN’s farm. LOUISA has taken some schoolchildren there on an educational trip, but one of the boys, THEO WENN, has been naughty behind her back, and Aunt Joan has punished him by locking him inside the chicken coop. The boy, Theo, is having a panic attack. 
In his Surgery, Martin is visited by Jim’s widow, MRS SELKIRK. She is looking for emotional comfort, but Martin is not the person to provide it. 
Theo gets ill in Louisa’s class, and is taken home. When Martin arrives, Theo’s parents – JULIET and RICHARD WENN – are certain that their child picked up the illness in Joan’s chicken coop, and Martin cannot deny it is a possibility. The Wenns announce their intention to sue Aunt Joan.
Despite what he allowed Robert to think, Martin has not fully conquered his blood phobia, and he must visit DR MILLIGAN, a highly-rated cognitive behavioural therapist recommended by EDITH. The session does not go according to plan, but Dr Milligan is charm personified, even when Martin walks out. 
Mrs Selkirk returns to Martin’s Surgery, and tells him she is now seeing visions of her dead husband. Martin orders her to get some rest. 
Joan receives a threatening letter from the Wenns’ solicitor and, on top of all her other financial difficulties with the farm, it causes her to collapse. Martin attends, but once he has left, Joan hurries to the Wenns’ home to try and make things right. The Wenns are unsympathetic, and Joan – on the spur of the moment – lies to them about Theo’s medical test results clearing her of any responsibility for his illness. Martin is furious with Joan when he discovers she has lied. 
Martin receives a CD recording by Dr Milligan to help overcome his phobia.

When Mrs Selkirk is found collapsed in her sheep pen, Martin is able to uncover the medical reason behind her hallucinations, and when he receives Theo’s test results, they do point to Joan’s innocence and Martin is finally able to identify the real source of Theo’s sickness.

EPISODE SIX

DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM meets Portwenn’s new midwife, MOLLY, who will be looking after LOUISA. Martin is dismissive of her profession, and the two of them do not hit it off. 
BERT and AL have a new cook at their restaurant, MARIGOLD, and she surprises them both one morning by bringing in some dead pheasants she claims to have caught in a snare. Although married, Marigold is very flirty towards Bert, and Bert is smitten.
Marigold cuts her finger, and Bert protectively rushes her to Martin’s Surgery. When Marigold tells Martin her sister has glandular fever, Martin orders her to take extra hygiene precautions around the food she cooks.
Martin visits Louisa’s school to perform hearing assessments on the children, and Louisa reveals that she is having a few ‘toilet troubles’. Martin is quick to diagnose an urinary tract infection, and writes her a prescription to collect from MRS TISHELL.
Louisa encounters Molly at Mrs Tishell’s chemist shop. Molly is disapproving of Martin’s prescription for antibiotics, advocating a more natural, holistic approach to health, and she urges Louisa to reject the medicinal route. Louisa follows her advice. 
Martin finds that Dr Milligan’s cognitive behavioural exercises are a great help with his blood phobia. Martin is able to take blood from PC PENHALE without reacting. But this makes PAULINE highly suspicious – what is Martin up to? 

Martin visits AUNT JOAN at her farm, and breaks the news that he is intending to become a surgeon in London again. She is supportive, but urges him to tell Louisa. 
Bert buys Marigold a special gift for her birthday, and is devastated when she does not turn up for work. He drives to her home, and discovers that her husband, MICHAEL, is very ill. 

Louisa develops a temperature, which Molly tries to sooth with herbal remedies. Martin is furious when he discovers this – Molly’s homespun ideas are seriously endangering Louisa’s health. Martin and Molly have their final stand-off. 
Before Martin can tell Louisa about returning to London, Bert calls Martin to Marigold and Michael’s house on the moor. Martin treats Michael, and makes a surprising discovery that explains Michael’s illness and why Marigold thought she had glandular fever.  
Martin’s unexpected detour to Marigold and Michael’s place means that he cannot attend a planned meal with EDITH and ROBERT DASHWOOD, but when Edith returns later that night, she has big news for Martin: Robert is going to offer him the prestigious surgeon’s job in London.

Louisa overhears Edith telling Martin this.

EPISODE SEVEN 

DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM seeks out LOUISA to talk about his new surgeon’s job in London, but they are interrupted by BERT, who wants to plan a baby shower for Louisa.
To solve her farm’s money problems, AUNT JOAN starts a small Bed & Breakfast business. Her first guest, unexpectedly, is another local farmer, TED, who has also got into financial difficulties. Initially they’re a good match, but Joan soon finds that Ted is far from the perfect guest.
PAULINE’s suspicions are confirmed when she steams open a confidential letter addressed to Martin and discovers his contract offer for the London job. Suddenly insecure about her own future, she confronts Martin, who offers her no reassurances but will write her a reference.
PC PENHALE learns of Martin’s plans to leave him behind in Portwenn, and offers to transfer to London’s Metropolitan Police so they can still be together.

Pauline is very disappointed by Martin’s reference, and urges AL to use his influence to change Martin’s mind. When Al fails in this mission, Pauline tries to demonstrate her worth, but her plan backfires and Martin ejects her from the Surgery. 
Martin struggles to run the Surgery on his own. Joan brings in Ted, who she suspects has had a mild heart attack at her farm. Martin examines Ted, and finds a mysterious lump in his abdomen. Martin books Ted in for some hospital scans.
Pauline and Al enjoy an impromptu afternoon by the seaside, but Pauline is stung by a jellyfish and must seek out Martin for his help. 
Joan calls Martin to her farm because she is increasingly worried about Ted. When Martin discovers some bald patches on Ted’s scalp, he is able to make a remarkable diagnosis about Ted’s illness. 
Louisa finds it hard to enjoy her baby shower because everyone wants to talk about Martin leaving Portwenn, but Bert makes an emotional speech that nearly saves the day. 
Martin joins EDITH at a hotel where she is giving the keynote speech to a medical conference about her research. Edith has booked them into one bedroom. 
Martin notices that their room service waiter appears to have the symptoms of a condition that could make him blind, but when Martin attempts to warn the waiter, a shocking and bloody accident is caused. 
Martin deals with the accident without hesitation, proving to both him and Edith that his blood phobia is completely cured, and he is now fully able to be a surgeon in London again.

EPISODE EIGHT
DR MARTIN ELLINGHAM and PAULINE are surprised by the number of patients coming to see him on the last day before his Surgery closes and he moves to London. 
EDITH comes to see Martin to discuss the previous night’s events in the hotel. Edith says she will see Martin again when he is settled in London. 
Taxi driver TOMMY delivers a patient to the Surgery, but complains of migraine headaches himself. Martin checks him for any serious brain conditions, and tells him to make an appointment with the new doctor if the headaches continue.
Martin visits LOUISA at the school to finalise financial arrangements for after the birth. Louisa’s teaching assistant TASHA is rehearsing a musical number that the schoolchildren will be performing at tomorrow’s Harbour Day celebrations.
BERT has cooked up a new scheme to recycle the used vegetable oil from the restaurant. AL has his doubts, but Bert is adamant he is helping save the planet.
AUNT JOAN visits Martin in the evening to help him finish packing. 
Martin is surprised when Pauline arrives the next day, but she is getting the Surgery ready for the new doctor, who is keeping her on. 
Martin helps one of his removal men, WILL, with a minor medical condition, and pays a final visit to MRS TISHELL, raising her hopes of a romantic parting. She has made a unique leaving gift for Martin. 
Tasha leads the schoolchildren down for their Harbour Day performance, but Louisa will not be able to attend because she has a routine hospital appointment. Tasha appears a little dizzy, and Martin is concerned. He tells her to make an appointment with the new doctor.
Martin is driving out of Portwenn with the removal men when he sees Tasha fall from the Harbour Day stage. With a little bit of help from a guilty Bert and Al, he is able to diagnose Tasha’s medical condition, and is shocked to learn that she is married to taxi driver Tommy, who is driving Louisa to her hospital appointment. Louisa’s life is in danger.
Martin rushes after Louisa, finding her safe at the scene of a road accident caused by Tommy. Martin and Louisa help Tommy to a nearby inn where his medical condition can be treated. 
Martin stabilises Tommy successfully, but due to her exertions, Louisa goes into premature labour...
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