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General Synopsis

The Strategic Response Unit is a team of cops like no other – they’re the elite, the blueblood of the force. High risk is their business and life-and-death stakes are their world.

The SRU team is also unique - they rescue hostages, bust gangs, defuse bombs, climb buildings, see through walls and talk down suicidal teens. It takes years on the street, intense physical conditioning and elite marksmanship to qualify for the SRU. They have to prove that they’re at the top of their game on a daily basis – because if they’re not, there are hundreds of others willing to step in and take their place.

The team uses state-of-the-art equipment – sniper rifles, snake-cameras, robots, flash-bangs, night-vision and tasers. But beyond all of the cool gadgetry, the most important weapons in their arsenal are human intuition, a gift for words and their ability to read emotion. Each team member is uniquely trained in negotiating, profiling and getting inside a subject’s head. They stand out because of the rare balance between lethal hardware and people skills: pure muscle and pure intuition. They’re the envy of law enforcement everywhere.

The stakes are always high in Flashpoint – only here, the lives of the men and women on the team are also always on the line. That’s the nature of the job.
The SRU may be heroes, but they are also human. At the end of the day, they each go home haunted by what they’ve seen, by what they’ve had to do – pursued by new demons which they cram into already bulging closets. They lock down emotion and they second guess decisions made in the heat of the moment. These individuals are constant witnesses to the extremes of human distress. Not everyone is cut out for this.

If you’re a cop, you’re three times more likely to kill yourself than to be killed by a bad guy.

Flashpoint premiered on Friday, July 11 at 10 p.m. ET on CTV in Canada and in “reverse” simulcast with CBS in the U.S and continues to air in the coveted Thursday, at 10pm ET time slot as, of July 24.

The Team
At its best, SRU Team One operates like a single organism: each team member contributes a ‘superpower,’ but their true strength lies beyond the sum of their parts. They were specifically selected, trained, and then cross-trained to have an intimate instinct for each other, so that they can think with one mind. If one team member falters – they’re only human, after all – the team will close rank around them until they’re back on their game.

Ed and Parker are the team’s centre of gravity. Two very different men, they’re not opposites: they’re complementary. Ed’s tactical brilliance is the yin to the yang of Parker’s emotional intelligence. Think of the expression, “Hope for the best, prepare for the worst” – and you’ve got the pair of them.

ED LANE – Hugh Dillon

Team role Team Leader, Lead Sniper

Superpower Tactical intelligence, instinct, muscle memory

‘Family’ role The Eldest Son

Fear Killing an innocent person

Marital status Married, but the relationship is strained.

One son, Clark, 15

Love life Popular with the ladies, but monogamous. At least for the moment…

Radio Rock and roll, blues

TV Hockey, sports

Reading While he prefers music, he has a soft spot for Tim O’Brien, Richard Ford,

and Tom Robbins – muscular, alpha-male fiction.

Drink Labatt Blue, Old Milwaukee

Alpha Male of the team. Outgoing, charming, competitive, a risk-taker. Like a kid who’s used to getting what he wants. He’s the best in a group of elite cops and he knows it. When he’s not on the job, he’s with the team. Drinking beer with them in the ‘Man-Cave.’ Or playing guitar, alone, in his basement. Those choices come at a cost to his relationship with his wife and his son. But it’s easier that way for a cop with Trauma-Bond – someone addicted to life and death drama, someone who finds it easier to get back into the shit than face his neighbors at a backyard BBQ.

It’s not often that Ed has to use lethal force on the job – but every time he does, he’s sick about it. He bears the weight on behalf of the whole team: after all, it’s his bullet that ended some guy’s life. But this is the burden he’s chosen, and this is the job he’s been training for all his life. It’s somehow easier for Ed to shoulder that unspoken responsibility than to ask his son how his day was at school. The last thing he wants to do is bring this job home with him – but his decision to not involve his family in his professional secrets has a serious cost.

Parker is the one who sees most clearly that a sense of balance is missing in Ed’s life – but he’s been there, and knows this is something a man must learn for himself. That doesn’t mean he’s not going to watch him closely…

SGT. GREGORY PARKER - Enrico Colantoni

Team role Team Sergeant, Head Negotiator

Superpower Emotional intelligence, psychological intuition

‘Family’ role The Father

Fear To say the wrong thing, with deadly results.

Marital status Divorced, ex-wife and teenage son, long estranged

Love life Old-school respectful, but cautious around women.

Radio Public radio, talk radio, jazz

TV Newsmagazine shows

Reading Library books, hardcover fiction and non-fiction.

Drink Diet Coke

Serious, sharp-minded, a talented people-reader. He knows how to reach out, how to talk to people at their level – whether it’s a homeless schizophrenic off his meds, a hardened gang member, or a troubled youth about to make a big mistake. His uncanny people-reading skills ere developed early: as a child he wouldn’t have survived if he didn’t learn to anticipate whether his father was about to beat him or hug him that night…

Seven years ago, Parker’s unconditional passion for his work burned out his relationship with his wife, and he turned to heavy drinking, infidelity, and aggression he couldn’t control. When she left, she took their 10-year old son; and Parker hit rock bottom. The empathy, gentleness, insight and sobriety he embodies today are a testament to the extraordinary effort he put into recovery. He believes the best of people, because he’s living proof people can change. He’s proud of his team, and makes a great father to them – perhaps because he blew his chance of being a father to his own son.

JULIANNA ‘JULES’ CALLAGHAN - Amy Jo Johnson

Team role Sniper, Rappelling Expert

Superpower Stealth, agility, emotional intuition

‘Family’ role Sister (equal to her Brothers)

Fear Falling in love with a team member.

Marital status Single

Love life Dates, but committed to her independence.

Radio Mix FM pop music, a la Kelly Clarkson (but she hides it)

TV Life’s too short for TV.

Reading Tactical Marksman, Carpentry For Dummies, Extreme Travel

Destinations, Vogue.

Drink Rye and Ginger

Jules is an exceptional markswoman, ex-RCMP, who holds her own in the testosterone pumped team environment. She has a grounded, natural prairie-girl confidence that looks you in the face, tells it like it is and expects the truth back. She comes from “The Hat” – Medicine Hat, Alberta. She grew up as the only girl among four brothers, raised singlehanded by her father after their mother died. In this family, girl or boy, you pull your weight, you suck it up, you don’t get anything you didn’t earn. And you learn to shoot. Not that Jules didn’t have her rebellious phase. Jules has always been a risk-taker who ‘gets’ people easily and enjoys high-stakes situations. A teenage party girl and troublemaker, she saw the light after an all-night conversation with a female RCMP officer in the back of a squad car… There’s a place after all for girls who don’t dream of malls, makeovers and manicures. And who can shoot.

She relaxes with triathlons, late-night home improvements, and all-out games of paintball. Long walks on the beach, and a quiet evening in front of the TV… not so much. Which explains her dubious track record in dating – and her growing attraction to her new teammate, Sam Braddock. Jules is comfortable around the guys, and they accept her as one of their own. But she’s also watchful, still struggling for her own identity within a group that will always define her as being a little different from them.

SAM BRADDOCK – David Paetkau

Team role Entry, Sniper

Superpower Warrior, gifted marksman, knows no fear, feels no guilt.

‘Family’ role The Troubled Foster child

Fear Failure

Marital status Single

Love life Into one-nighters, more than relationships. But very intrigued by Jules…

Radio Alt Rock. And hard rock. Rock in general.

TV The Unit

Reading Cold Zero, non-fiction military.

Drink Tequila, neat

Sam recently left military service overseas with the JTF 2 (Joint Task Force 2, Canada’s elite Special Operations counter-terrorism force) to join the SRU. He strides into any situation with the cocky confidence and sense of entitlement of a guy who was born for prestige.

But behind the mask, he’s desperately trying to learn what’s “normal” – years of hiding his emotions from a stone-cold father have left him at a loss. Empathy doesn’t come easy for Sam – he knows how to make a good first impression, but after that, things sometimes go sideways.

Sam is the only son of a dysfunctional, high-ranking military policeman. He grew up on international military bases, doted upon by his homemaker mother. And he developed an uncanny gift at sharp-shooting – a dangerous skill, when combined with an itchy trigger finger. But Sam carries secrets connected to his time in Afghanistan and his discharge from the army – secrets his new teammates wouldn’t be happy to find out about. Lucky for him, his father had enough pull to keep his son’s discharge quiet. Lucky for him? His father was able to steer him into the SRU.

KEVIN ‘WORDY’ WORDSWORTH – Michael Cram

Team role Entry, close quarter combat, less lethal

Superpower Passion & loyalty. Unflinching strength, total loyalty, and unwavering

commitment to his team.

‘Family’ role The second eldest. No pretension to the father’s throne

Fear That something may happen to his family (both work, and home).

Marital status Married

Love life In love with his wife, Shel. Devoted to his three daughters.

Radio Secretly loves country: Dixie Chicks to Steve Earle

TV Wordy never gets to decide. New Adventures of Old Christine, Dora the

Explorer

Reading Harlequin for guys: Doomtown Showdown, The Men Stood Alone, They

Called Him Wolf, Men Are From Mars, The Secret

Drink Stella, cold, in the bottle

A strong, passionate martial arts expert with a surprisingly gentle soul. A guy you can count on, a guy you can drink beer with. Wordy’s totally in love with his wife, Shel; and he’s always up for whatever ride she wants to go on. In fact, he has a really hard time saying no to anyone. With three small girls and a fourth on the way, he’s bought a house he can't afford – subsequently running himself a little ragged, taking jobs on the side…

Wordy loves being a cop. He loves children and animals and women in peril. Deeply sensitive, and strong as an ox (a quality he’s developed in order to defend the weak), Wordy has a romantic notion of heroism – all bound into the notion of keeping the world safe for his kids. While he’s uncomfortable with receiving thank-you’s, he’s quick to embrace self-help. Wordy’s half-Venus, half-Mars, and funny as hell – making him the best damn teammate you could ever wish for.

MIKE ‘SPIKE’ SCARLATTI – Sergio Di Zio

Team role Bomb Specialist, Less Lethal, Tactical Tech Expert

Superpower Defusing explosives – and explosive situations. Through skill, or through

humor.

‘Family’ role The Little Kid, The Clown

Fear One day he won’t be able to deflect with humor

Marital status Single

Love life Serial dater. Falls in love about once a month.

Radio Classic Rock, Elvis, opera.

TV Sitcoms. Loves Movies. Comedies especially. Moonstruck is maybe his

favorite movie.

Reading Not a big reader. Maybe the odd cooking magazine…

Drink Corona. Vino Rosso with dinner.

Still the ‘rookie’ after two years on SRU Team One, Spike looks up to Ed, who’s mentored him up through the ranks. He’s an upbeat, likeable Italian guy who likes to see stuff blow up. Spike’s also a great listener, easygoing and intuitive. As for his love life – Spike’s charm makes him popular with the ladies. He falls

deeply in love with every girl he meets -- but for some reason his relationships don’t last more than a month. Could be that he still lives with his folks. In their basement, no less. Or maybe it’s because there are some things that scare even a SWAT guy…

Spike is obedient most of the time – and only occasionally rebellious. He’s trying to learn from his team “elders” while becoming his own man. Very funny, good at impressions, accents, and voices. He’s as good at defusing bombs as he is at defusing team flare-ups and the tension of tough calls.

LEWIS ‘LOU’ YOUNG - Mark Taylor

Team role Entry, Less Lethal

Superpower Street experience, faith, spirituality

‘Family’ role The Prodigal Son

Fear Going back to ‘the life’

Marital status Single

Love life Very busy dating life, but he’s discreet about it.

Radio All kinds, open-minded

TV Nature shows, documentaries

Reading Tech manuals, Gun Lover Monthly, The Bible

Drink Gin and Tonic, but only one

Lou grew up on the tough, inner-city streets of Jane and Finch – thanks to a deadbeat dad and an addict mother. As a teenager, he hung with a tough crowd whose activities got them in increasing trouble with the law – until he was turned around by a street-wise Pentecostal priest. He got out of the life, deciding that he wanted to serve his fellow man. Lewis became a cop – choosing the guns and gangs division before joining up with the SRU. Now? Lewis is a gentle, soft-spoken soul who knows every A-hole in town, remembers every case, and prays to God every night to thank Him for pulling him off the street and into his calling. He’s almost religious about his work, keeping his mind full of the latest technologies and tactics. But he is the furthest thing from a holier-than-thou saint. When the rest of the team asks him “what Jesus would do,” Lewis always replies with a smile: “Jesus would kick some ass.”

DR. AMANDA LURIA – Ruth Marshall

Team role Forensic Psychologist

Superpower Behavior Assessment, human intuition, dry wit

‘Family’ role The Step-Mother: looking for closeness, but always on the outside

Fear To be wrong

Marital status Single

Love life She enjoys her freedom, but has been quietly seeing someone.

Radio Public radio, progressive college stations

TV PBS, fact-based miniseries

Reading Oliver Sacks, historical novels, new Booker-nominated literature

Drink Tuscan red wine. But it all depends on whom she’s drinking with. A brilliant forensic psychologist – but a far cry from your earnest, academic or touchy-feely type. She certainly doesn’t act like your classic shrink: her confidence makes her sexy, along with her chameleonesque ability to blend in absolutely anywhere. This is just one way she puts people at ease… Dr Luria sees through the defenses of even the toughest ‘patients’ – be they SRU team members, or the individuals in crisis she meets on the SRU calls. A perceptive and patient woman herself, she’s intimately familiar with the specific syndromes involved in high-risk law enforcement. One of her favourite tools in getting to the truth is her cutting, deadpan wit – very effective in throwing her subject off guard. She’s even been known to whip out her Advanced Psychotherapeutic Role-Playing Tools – Barbies and GI Joes – to take the ‘serious’ edge off her time with someone in crisis. While Dr. Luria is always on call to her wary, adoptive family, the SRU, her “day job” as a forensic psychologist involves criminal behavior assessment for Correctional Services – a risky and stressful job that gives her great insight into her research on risk assessment, violent offenders, hostage negotiation and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Episodic Synopses

Episode 1: “SCORPIO”

Ed Lane’s the best sniper and the toughest cop on SRU Team One. When an enraged gunman takes a hostage in a public square at rush hour, it’s Ed who ends up in position to take the lethal shot from a nearby rooftop. Parker struggles to pacify the volatile gunman – but when it looks like he’s about to kill again, Ed decides to fire. In the messy aftermath of taking a man’s life, Parker watches Ed getting interrogated, Ed shutting down, Ed burying himself in a bar with his fellow cops. Parker knows first-hand that cop camaraderie will never erase Ed’s image of the gunman’s son, sobbing over his father’s body. And neither will coming home to his own son’s embrace. Nothing will ease the sick feeling that Ed’s jamming one more skeleton into a closet that’s almost full to bursting.
Writers: Mark Ellis and Stephanie Morgenstern

Director: David Frazee

Episode 2: “FIRST IN LINE”

Jack Swanson’s (Henry Czerny; Mayerthorpe, The Tudors) given up hope. His teenage daughter will never get the heart transplant she so desperately needs to survive. But then… Jack’s pager goes off. He races his girl to the hospital, only to find the heart’s been allocated to someone else – a bureaucratic screw-up that could cost his daughter her life. When Jack turns a policeman’s gun on a surgical team, Ed and Jules face the chilling possibility of a lethal solution. And Parker – publicly forced to discuss his feelings about his own estranged child – finds himself breaking all the rules of negotiation in a last-ditch bid to reach out to a desperate father.

Writers: Mark Ellis and Stephanie Morgenstern

Director: David Frazee

Guest Star: Henry Czerny (Mayerthorpe, The Tudors)

Episode 3: “THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE”

Jackson Brannigan’s (Erik Knudsen, Jericho, Saw II) been clean and sober for 18 months. But his sister’s still hurting from the days he was using – and stealing from her. Desperate to repay her and win back her trust, he revisits his past to collect from a dealer who owes him money… on the same day Parker and Team One stage a raid on the dealer’s headquarters. Jackson’s horrified when an undercover cop is caught in the crossfire. Trapped between the psychotic dealer and the SRU, Jackson secretly uses the dying cop’s cell phone to help Ed come up with a new entry plan. Meanwhile, Sam desperately urges the team to take immediate action – they’re nearly out of time for ‘safe’ entry. But Ed resists, having just learned the real reason Sam was discharged from the military: he shot a buddy in friendly fire, and had to watch him die… Can Ed ever trust Sam – knowing the secret he may be trying to atone for? Can you ever really earn back trust once it’s been broken?

Writers: Mark Ellis and Stephanie Morgenstern

Director: David Frazee

Guest Star: Erik Knudsen (Jericho, Saw II)

Episode 4: “ASKING FOR FLOWERS”

Rebecca Kessfield (Chandra West, John from Cincinnati, I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry), speeds across town, praying under her breath. She can’t take it anymore, her little sister Sadie (Meredith Henderson, Shania: A Life in Eight Albums, Jumper) can’t take it anymore… Bursting into a little house in the Beaches, she finds Sadie on the bathroom floor, kidney-punched, throwing up blood, a newborn baby crying in the bedroom. Problem is: Sadie’s abusive husband is a cop. He knows where to hit her so it doesn’t show, and he knows how to find her if she tries to leave… Enraged, Rebecca takes Pete’s (Kenneth Mitchell, Jericho, Odyssey 5) gun from a drawer, and heads to Pete’s local cop bar. This is going to stop. And it’s going to stop tonight. When Rebecca takes Pete to his sailboat on the waterfront – the place he married her sister, the perfect place for a troubled cop to “commit suicide” – she has no idea that Ed, Jules, and the SRU are one step ahead of her, pulling out all the stops in a desperate effort to protect one of their own. But the sympathies of the SRU are going to come into conflict, when they discover their “brother in arms” is a vicious abuser of women.
Writer: Tassie Cameron

Director: Clark Johnson

Guest Stars: Chandra West (John from Cincinnati, I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry), Meredith Henderson (Shania: A Life in Eight Albums, Jumper) and Kenneth Mitchell (Jericho, Odyssey 5)
Episode 5: “WHO’S GEORGE?”

When the infamous Monday Morning Robber's takedown of a major bank goes south, the SRU must use every tactical trick in the book to save the robber’s hostages, before he makes good on his threat to kill them all. But Parker's brilliant negotiating and police work reveals a real shocker -- the robber is a copycat. In fact? It’s George Orston (Nicholas Campbell, Da Vinci’s Inquest, The Englishman’s Boy), former head of security at the bank. By the time Parker makes this connection, George is holed up with one last hostage: the woman who fired him the first place. Now it's a race against the clock: Parker must uncover the real reason for the robbery, before disgruntled employee George takes his revenge on Ruth. The final reveal breaks Parker’s heart: George is stealing money to keep his sick wife in a care home. And when he finally realizes his plan is doomed, George takes the only step left to him: he plans to force the SRU to kill him, so his wife can collect on his life insurance policy. The Team is left to struggle with the truth. Sometimes you can connect, you can do everything right… and it still feels like it all went wrong.
Writer: Adam Barken

Director: Holly Dale

Guest Star: Nicholas Campbell (Da Vinci’s Inquest, The Englishman’s Boy)

Episode 6: “ATTENTION SHOPPERS”

Tasha Redford (Sarah Gadon, The Border, The Eleventh Hour) – an awkward 16-year old, with a chronically alcoholic mother – has always been a perfect target for bullies. But lately, the neighborhood torment has become increasingly violent. When a dangerous gang inflicts a vicious and humiliating “uglying-up” on Tasha at her after-school job at a mall, she finally explodes. Grabbing one of the girls’ guns, she blindly pulls the trigger in self-defense – hitting one of the gang-members… SRU arrives, but Tasha and her tormentors have scattered, blending into the crowd and using the resources of the mall to hide. Parker uses the P.A. system to calm panicky shoppers, as the SRU tracks Tasha – but before they can grab her, the gang starts shooting. They lose Tasha in the chaos: she’s hiding, and she’s suicidal, certain the rest of her life will be spent behind bars. Finally, in a sweep of the mall, Jules tracks Tasha to an outdoor advertising tower. She’s perched precariously on a rail eight stories above the street. Can Jules get Tasha to trust her before she lets go? Will Jules’s strength be enough to keep this tormented girl alive?

Writer: Tracey Forbes

Director: Holly Dale

Guest Star: Sarah Gadon (The Border, The Eleventh Hour)

Episode 7: “HE KNOWS HIS BROTHER”

Rolland (Tyler Hynes, Tagged: The Jonathan Wamback Story )and Simon Strachan (Landon Liboiron, Don’t Cry Now, Mayerthorpe) are two brothers with a terrible secret – their powerful lawyer father has been beating them for years, to “toughen” them up and make them worthy of the Strachan family name. Simon, the younger boy, has taken it to heart, becoming a star student and family peacemaker. But elder son Rolland’s become a troubled, violent youth who just spent a year in military school. Now he’s come home to save Simon and run away together – but when their father tries to stop them, Rolland snaps and fires the family gun at his tormentor, then races off into the Rosedale Valley ravine. Team One races to the scene, and sets off on a major outdoor manhunt with choppers, K9’s and high tech tracking equipment. And Simon insists on helping them track his brother through the woods of their childhood – but when push comes to shove, and the Team is preparing to go lethal, can brother really turn on brother?

Writer: Adam Barken

Director: Stephen Surjik

Guest Stars: Tyler Hynes (Tagged: The Jonathan Wamback Story) and Landon Liboiron (Don’t Cry Now, Mayerthorpe)
Episode 8: “NEVER KISSED A GIRL”

Having served twelve years in prison for the murder of his teenage sweetheart, when he was fifteen – a murder he didn’t commit – Michael Jameson (Mpho Koaho, Saw III, Doomstown) is finally free on parole. Though Michael knows he’s innocent, no one else does, and Katie’s murder continues to haunt him. When his lawyer gives him the news that the prosecutor in his case held evidence back from the permanent file, Michael realizes that he may never clear his name. Desperate to confront the prosecutor, but unable to get past security at the courthouse, Michael grabs a policeman’s gun and ends up taking a young woman hostage.

In the same building for a deposition, an unarmed Ed tries to defuse the situation and ends up as a hostage himself. Now it’s up to Team One to rescue one of their own while they negotiate with a man who seemingly has nothing left to lose. Meanwhile, Parker grapples with staying professional, while his best friend is in danger.

Writer: Esta Spalding

Director: Charles Binamé

Guest Star: Mpho Koaho (Saw III, Doomstown)

Episode 9: “PLANETS ALIGNED”

Penny West was 9 years old and on a backyard camp-out with her dad: popcorn, sleeping bags, and a telescope to explore outer space. When her dad went inside to replenish their supply of grape juice, Penny…simply…vanished. Now, eight years later, another little girl, Lilly Everett, has gone missing. Crime-watcher tips lead SRU to the suburbs, where they strategize about how to extract Lilly from a booby-trapped house. But they’re surprised to discover the abductor and Lilly are not alone. They’re confronted also by a 17 year-old girl: a girl that SRU soon determines to be the long-presumed-dead Penny West. She has a gun, and a severe case of Stockholm Syndrome. She has suffered years of abuse and isolation – brainwashed to fear the outside world, to fear police, to believe that death is better than surrender. Yet somehow, her protective instincts have kicked in to protect the newest kidnapping victim, turning her against her abductor for the first time ever. Team One must weigh every tactical and psychological strategy, as they reach out to uncover the wide-eyed, gentle child Penny once was. Can they convince Penny to save herself? And if not – can they use her to save Lilly?

Writer: Tracey Forbes

Director: Kelly Makin

Guest Stars: Peter Stebbings (Across The River To Motor City)

Episode 10: “EAGLE TWO”

The SRU is handling a routine VIP protection shift at a fancy downtown hotel. Assigned to the VIP’s suite, Ed and the VIP get along like gangbusters; Ed is quickly charmed by the easy-going philanthropist (Colm Feore; 24, Bon Cop, Bad Cop) and his beloved wife (Wendy Crewson; Away From Her, ReGenesis), in town to give away $5 million at a massive international conference. The protection routine goes awry, when a bomb goes off in the hotel kitchen. The SRU soon realizes the explosion was a distraction tactic, when they discover the IP’s wife has gone missing… Kidnapping turns to horror, when the SRU finds the wife alive, but with a remote-controlled collar bomb locked around her neck. She’s a living ransom note. Her husband must go in front of the keynote dinner and confess his past sins to the world – or else she will be detonated in front of him.

Writer: Tassie Cameron

Director: Stephen Surjik

Guest Stars: Colm Feore (24, Bon Cop, Bad Cop) and Wendy Crewson (Away From

Her, ReGenesis)

Episode 11: “HAUNTING THE BARN”

It’s been a record day for hot calls and Team One is looking forward to the end of a backbreaking shift. But as they’re loading their trucks the radio crackles yet again. There’s another critical incident – at SRU headquarters... Daniel Rangford’s (Ron Lea, Saw IV, Bon Cop, Bad Cop) an ex-SRU Team Leader, recently retired. He was one of the best and brought Ed into the ranks of elite cops, teaching him everything he knows. Now, with the accumulated stress of a high-risk career behind him – and nothing but time, regrets and memories on his hands - he’s unraveling. Suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and tortured by his role in the death of an innocent nearly twenty years ago, Daniel has come to the station demanding to see the incident file that haunts him. As Daniel sets the stage for a suicide ritual, Team One is forced to negotiate with one of their own – an insider who knows all the tricks in the book. And as Ed begins to understand what’s brought his old friend to the edge of a cliff, he recognizes he may be headed for the same place…
Writers: Mark Ellis and Stephanie Morgenstern

Director: David Frazee

Guest Stars: Ron Lea (Saw IV, Bon Cop, Bad Cop)

Episode 12: “BACKWARDS DAY”

Emma’s having a hard time keeping it together. For eight years, she and her husband Blake have tried every conception technique, from holistic to high-tech – putting their marriage on edge, and draining their life savings dry. They finally got pregnant – but a few weeks ago, Emma miscarried, and she’s growing more and more despondent every day. When Emma discovers a suspicious text message on Blake’s cell phone, her world shatters. Is Blake having an affair? SRU responds to a panicked 911 call. But what appears at first to be a violent domestic dispute turns out to be a volatile barricade situation, involving a potentially delusional wife, and a terrified “other woman.” Things get even more troubling for both Emma and the SRU, when the hostage reveals that she’s pregnant – the worst thing she could say to Emma, and a tactical nightmare for our team. A pregnant hostage means they can’t use any of their usual less-lethal techniques…

Writer: Esta Spalding

Director: Erik Canuel

Guest Stars: Kristin Booth (Producing Parker, M.V.P, Foolproof) and Alisen Down

(Robson Arms, Battle Star Gallactica)

Episode 13: “BETWEEN HEARTBEATS” (SEASON FINALE)

Ed Lane’s at the tail end of a long and brutal shift. He’s hours away from some much needed time off to be with his family and shake off the stress of the past year. But Petar Tomasic has other plans for him. Son of the man Ed shot at First York Plaza, and a war-trained sniper in his own right, Petar is now bent on revenge. Beginning with a cunning plan to run Team One ragged with fake calls, Petar finally lures them to a downtown public square, where he waits with a sniper rifle, and one goal – to kill the man who “murdered” his father. Now the Team must hunt down the deadliest gunman they’ve ever faced, and Ed must cope with the knowledge that this is all happening because of a lethal shot he had to take. Challenged to the extremes of their training, Team One forces Petar into a final showdown. But as they save a city, they pay a price of their own…
Writers: Mark Ellis, Stephanie Morgenstern and Tassie Cameron

Director: David Frazee

Guest Stars: Danijel Mandi (ZOS)

About the Characters:

Ed Lane, played by Hugh Dillon, and Sgt. Gregory Parker, played by Enrico Colantoni, are the team’s centre of gravity; two very different men, they’re not opposites, but complementary.

“Ed Lane is a tactical genius. He is married to his job. He has a hard time going to barbeques and small talk. Yet, if you talk to him about work and his co-workers, that is when he comes alive. That is where he lives,” says Dillon. 
“For him it is all about precision, all about getting his job done. Getting in, getting out, keeping everyone safe and doing his job when he has to, which sometimes may require using lethal force.”

Ed’s tactical brilliance is the yin to the yang of Parker’s emotional intelligence. Think of the expression, “Hope for the best but prepare for the worst,” and you’ve got the pair of them.

“Sgt. Gregory Parker is the emotional negotiator. Very persuasive. He is psychologically savvy. He is the heart of this team. He has had his share of hard times and he is really trying to be the best man he can be. He tries to save as many lives as possible,” Colantoni says of his role. “My brother was a cop for 30 years in Toronto and he is heroic to me. So, this is sort of an homage to him. My brother read the pilot and was impressed by its authenticity.”

Also on the team are Julianna “Jules” Callaghan, played by Amy Jo Johnson; Sam Braddock, portrayed by David Paetkau; Michael Cram as Kevin “Wordy” Wordsworth; Sergio Di Zio as Mike “Spike” Scarlatti; Mark Taylor as Lewis “Lou” Young, and on call for the team is forensic psychologist Dr. Amanda Luria, played by Ruth Marshall.

How does Jules survive in the testosterone-pumped team environment? “Jules grew up in a family of all brothers, so her situation on the team is similar because she is the only girl within the unit,” says Johnson. “She is incredibly tough and strong and she can hold her own. I like the fact that she is a risk taker and very adventurous.”

The new kid on the block is Sam Braddock, who recently left military service in Afghanistan with the JTF 2 (Joint Task Force 2, Canada’s elite Special Operations counter-terrorism force) to join the SRU. “Sam comes from a military background and so he needs to learn to change his mindset. There are gray areas in these critical incidents; it’s not always black and white,” says Paetkau, who like his other cast members, hope to portray the real-life ETF teams in the most authentic way possible. “It is extremely important to us to portray these officers as authentically as possible. We want to be as genuine and true to form as we can.

How they walk, how they talk, how they carry a gun, how they enter a room and deal with people is an art form in itself.”

“I met some of these cops and they are just incredible people. They deal with this harsh reality. There can be no mistakes. Then they go home to their lives and they learn to cope,” says Dillon.

Preparing for Their Roles:

To ensure authenticity of the characters and the storylines, the cast was given the opportunity to observe during ETF training. “Training, training and more training is how you perfect yourself as tactical officers and negotiators,” states tactical policing consultant Barney McNeilly. “ETF officers train three out of every 12 days. The cast were able to attend this training to observe and also participate as the person in crisis, or as someone being held hostage.”
When the ETF arrived on the scene for training the cast were instantly impressed. “They are all suited up and they move as one. They are so unassuming and so unthreatening, but as a unit, they start moving towards you like ants. They become imposing and disarming. They are so wonderful at making you think they are there to help you as opposed to kicking your ass.

The reality of it is really quite civil,” says Colantoni, who came out of the training even more impressed. “I have spent a lot of years doing plays and playing make-believe, and it dawns on you that as theatrical as it may seem, they play for keeps. That is what they are doing on these training days, they are playing, they are make believe, but with such determination, discipline and commitment. The camaraderie is inspiring. The trust they have for each other is inspiring. The willingness to die for each other is inspiring.”

Dillon couldn’t agree more. “They are really concerned with safety and it is really a precision mentality. They are serious, but somehow they really manage to connect with you as people.

The exercises are all about teamwork and it is interesting to see that kind of trust and loyalty, because you need to be able to count on the guy beside you. It is a well-oiled machine, but it is lethal,” he says.

“It is very much a team player position. You can’t be independent and go into work in an environment like this. At the end of the day you have to appreciate that these are people in crisis and you do want to try to resolve it as peacefully as possible. It is a huge challenge,”

McNeilly says. “Unfortunately, there are no guarantees. You are dealing with human behavior, with human emotions, and even though you have followed best police practices, there is no guarantee it is going to work out safely.”

“And in those instances you are always going to have people looking over your shoulder,” he continues. “From your own homicide squad, to the SIU [Special Investigations Unit] from the province, to the coroner’s inquest, and of course, the media. They will have 18 months to two years to take a long, hard look and second guess your actions, when maybe you had five minutes to make your decision.

“With the cast, I have been very impressed with their professionalism and wanting to get the story correct. That is the biggest thing of all; they really do want to see how the police do react under critical incidents. They are not interested in the Hollywood nonsense. They are asking very good questions.”

McNeilly works closely with the writing team to ensure authenticity of the storylines as the tactical policing consultant.

“Our consultants have been a crucial part of the storytelling from the beginning. Many of our episodes have been inspired by the stories they’ve told us – and their lingo, their professionalism, and their sense of humour has infused every character and every story with their approach to the job they do,” says Cameron. You need your team. It goes beyond how seven cops can think with one mind. Anticipateeach other’s moves. Keep each other safe. Your team covers your mistakes, forgives you when you don’t do the right thing, understands your flaws and failings, and picks you off the ground when you fall. They keep you whole and they keep you strong.

Flashpoint commenced principal photography on April 17, 2008 and shoots through the summer, wrapping on August 25, 2008. The series is produced by Pink Sky Entertainment Inc./Avamar Entertainment Inc. in association with CTV and CBS Paramount Network Television. Anne Marie La Traverse and Bill Mustos are Executive Producers. Tassie Cameron is Co-Executive Producer. The show is created by Stephanie Morgenstern and Mark Ellis. The series is written by Tassie Cameron, Stephanie Morgenstern, Mark Ellis, Tracey Forbes, Adam Barken and Esta Spalding. Tracey Boulton is Producer. Behind the camera is Director of Photography Stephen Reizes. John Dondertman is Production Designer and Laurie Drew is Costume Designer. Barney McNeilly is the Tactical Policing Consultant.

Music Composers are Ari Posner and Amin Bhatia. Alchemy TV and Tele München are the international distributors.

Glossary of Terms

Auto Transcriptor – A computer that automatically transcribes negotiations and team radio

chatter, used as the official SRU record of an incident.

D-D’s – Distraction Device, e.g. a flash-bang, used to distract a subject.

Beanbags – Beanbag rounds fired from less lethal weapons.

Breach – To break open. SRU members will breach a door or window with a large ramming

device to pursue a subject.

CQB – Close Quarters Battlehouse. A 360-degree, full simulation shooting range used for

training.

CS Gas – Tear gas.

EDP – An Emotionally Disturbed Person.

Entry Team – A specialized SRU unit charged with breaking into a subject’s hideout,

combining the element of surprise with overwhelming force.

EFE – Explosive Forced Entry, also called Aggressive Entry.

Glock – SRU sidearm weapon.

Flash-Bang – A grenade-type device that stuns and distracts subjects by emitting a loud

bang and super-bright flash; it destabilizes the subject using the element of surprise.

JTF2 – Joint Task Force 2. An elite Canadian special operations military unit that crosstrains

with SRU.

Less Lethal – A weapon not designed to kill, e.g. rubber bullets, tear gas, Tasers. A team

member assigned to use a less lethal weapon is referred to as “Less Lethal.”

Negotiator – Mediator or envoy. The negotiator’s job is to bargain with the subject to turn

himself in, release hostages or navigate an otherwise positive outcome. Negotiation tactics

are often employed before deploying force.

Ninjas – Nickname for entry teams.

OC Spray – Pepper spray.

Remmy 700 – Sniper rifle (Remington).

Red, Green, Black and White – Code words for the Left, Right, Rear and Front of a building.

Scorpio – The command that gives a sniper authorization to use lethal force.

SIU – Special Investigations Unit, a civilian organization mandated to investigate incidents

involving deaths or serious injuries caused by the police.

Surfing – To pin a subject to the ground by lying on top of a police shield, on top of the

subject.

Time, Talk and Tactics – The three principles of an SRU team.

