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ITV2 returns to the Upper East Side for all the latest from
[image: image1.jpg]



Hey Upper East Siders, Gossip Girl here - your one and only source into the scandalous lives of Manhattan's elite…  

Every summer, the cream of Manhattan's elite descends upon the Hamptons for a break from the city, but before I serve up the dish you can't order from any caterer, let me remind you how we left things.

Everyone who's anyone was attending the joyful union of Lily Van Der Woodsen and Bart Bass. It was a truly tearjerking ceremony - I know I always cry every time an eligible wealthy older man goes off the market, anyway. So I guess this means Chuck Bass and Serena Van Der Woodsen are going to be one big, happy stepfamily. 

Speaking of S, we hear that it's finally all over between her and Dan Humphrey after they realised they were just too different. I don't think they'll be lonely for too long: rumour has it S will be joined by Nate Archibald during her summer vacay - guess he needs something to take his mind off the part where his deadbeat dad deserted him and left him destitute, huh? Meanwhile, D was spotted hanging around Brooklyn with Vanessa Abrams, and my sources say they were looking pretty cosy…

Also spotted: Blair Waldorf and Chuck Bass attempting a reconciliation of sorts of their on-again-off-again relationship at the reception, but despite their plans for a romantic getaway in Europe, we hear C hooked up with another wealthy socialite while B left accompanied by another man. Is Chuck out of B's life for good?

But that was all pre-summer, and now school's out and the rules have changed. I'll be sunning my fabulous self on a beach in East Hampton, but don't worry - I won't be neglecting my work. Scandal waits for no one, and you know I'll be the first one with all the illicit details.

And who am I? That's one secret I'll never tell. You know you love me. Xoxo, GossipGirl

ITV2 will show series two of Gossip Girl in early 2009.  The DVD of series one is out now.
For further information please contact:

Press contact:
Luke Morrison, Publicity Manager, Channels & Acquisitions on 020 715 73038 or luke.morrison@itv.com
Picture publicity contact:
James Hilder, Picture Publicity Manager,


Channels & Acquisitions on 020 715 73070 or james.hilder@itv.com
GOSSIP GIRL is based on the novels by Cecily von Ziegesar and executive produced by Josh Schwartz and Stephanie Savage. 

GOSSIP GIRL stars Blake Lively (The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, Accepted), Leighton Meester (Surface, Veronica Mars, 24, Entourage), Penn Badgley (John Tucker Must Die, The Mountain, The Bedford Diaries, Do Over), Chace Crawford (The Covenant), Taylor Momsen (We Were Soldiers, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Underdog, Paranoid Park), Ed Westwick (Children of Men) with Kelly Rutherford (Melrose Place, E-Ring, The District, The Fugitive, Scream 3, The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr., Homefront) and Matthew Settle (Into the West, Brothers & Sisters, ER, Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Band of Brothers, U-571).  GOSSIP GIRL is a College Hill Pictures, Alloy Entertainment in association with Warner Bros. Television and CBS Paramount Television Inc for ITV2.

GOSSIP GIRL II

Show Description
Welcome to Manhattan's Upper East Side, where gossip rules and affluent prep-school students find themselves with the money, access and appetite to explore all the temptations New York City has to offer. Based on the best-selling series of young-adult novels, Gossip Girl stars Blake Lively (The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants films, Accepted), Leighton Meester (Killer Movie, Entourage, 24, Surface), Penn Badgley (John Tucker Must Die, Do Over, upcoming The Stepfather, Forever Strong), Chace Crawford (The Covenant, upcoming She Lived), Taylor Momsen (We Were Soldiers, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Underdog [2007], Paranoid Park), Ed Westwick (Son of Rambow, Children of Men, upcoming 100 Feet), Jessica Szohr (What About Brian, House at the End of the Drive, Joan of Arcadia) with Kelly Rutherford (Melrose Place, E-Ring, The District, The Fugitive [2000], Scream 3, The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr., Homefront) and Matthew Settle (Into the West, Brothers & Sisters, ER, Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Band of Brothers, U-571). From College Hill Pictures, Alloy Entertainment in association with Warner Bros. Television and CBS Paramount Television Inc.

The privileged prep school teens on the Upper East Side first learned that Serena van der Woodsen (Lively) was back in town the way they learn all the important news in their lives: from the blog of the all-knowing albeit ultra-secretive Gossip Girl. No one knows Gossip Girl's identity, but everyone in this exclusive and complicated vicious circle relies on her website and text messages for the latest scoop. Even Serena's closest friend, Blair Waldorf (Meester), discovered Serena had returned to Manhattan from boarding school through Gossip Girl, and their transition back to being friends — albeit competitive ones — was no easy task.

While Serena was away, Blair enjoyed her time in the spotlight; upon Serena's return, Blair had no intention of going back to living in Serena's shadow. Blair's quest to maintain her queen bee status wasn't her only trial, however. Her once–rock solid romantic relationship with Nate (Crawford), a young man uneasy with his privilege and who now deals with the financial fallout created by his high-powered father, was also put through the ringer, made more complicated by her feisty involvement with Nate's best friend, Chuck (Westwick). A friend of Nate's since childhood, Chuck leads a reckless life and constantly pushes Nate and those around him to explore their dark side. 

Once the Upper East Side's most notorious party girl, Serena initially seemed to keep her vices in check, but a haunting past soon unleashed old ghosts. While being fiercely protective of her younger brother, Eric (recurring guest star Connor Paolo – Alexander), Serena also tried to forge a romance with the proverbial fish out of water, Dan (Badgley), a middle-class kid on the fringe of the exclusive clique. Dan and his sister, Jenny (Momsen), attend the elite Manhattan school at the insistence of their father, Rufus (Settle), a former rocker turned art gallery owner determined to give his kids a first-class education. Rufus has a history with Serena's mother, Lily (Rutherford), a socialite with a hidden past. When a chance encounter brought Dan and Serena together, Dan found himself dating the girl of his dreams. This dream quickly became a challenge as he tried to make sense of her world. 

Jenny is the youngest of the group and wants desperately to be accepted. She was thrilled with her brother's new romance and the chance to have entry into this glamorous world, though she quickly learned the price for popularity takes its toll, as she attempted to gain the queen bee's crown. The group was also impacted by the arrival of Vanessa (Abrams), Dan's female friend, a Brooklyn rebel and loner who doesn't approve of this high-stakes world of money, fashion shows and fundraisers.

The tension between friends and lovers is high, and this crowd lives for gossip and scandal … and fashion, shopping and partying in New York's trendiest hotspots. Age is no barrier in this world full of wealth and power.

Season two continues with Serena's rising social status, as she becomes a New York City It Girl. Taking Manhattan by storm seems a fun distraction, but when elements of her bad-girl personality begin to emerge, will Serena's newfound status fuel bad habits? Plus, as Serena and Dan struggle to come to terms with their breakup, Dan unwittingly crosses Serena, and he sees what she is really capable of. Dan also acquires a mentor — a literary lion who urges him to explore his grittier side. But will he lose his moral compass?

Blair dates someone out of her league and is dealt a severe betrayal. This won't be the only betrayal Blair will face, as someone close to her threatens her queen bee status. But Blair will dish up ill will of her own — no one leaves her in Tuscany, certainly not Chuck Bass … Meanwhile, Chuck demonstrates how truly Machiavellian he can be, as he helps facilitate the fall of one queen bee and the rise of another. Chuck and Blair's love-hate relationship rises to new levels; he regrets his decision to leave her, and tries to make everyone — including Blair — pay for his mistake. 

Nate shocks everyone with a scandalous new relationship with a sexy older woman, all the while trying to deal with the consequences of his father jumping bail. How will Nate handle these newfound financial woes? What schemes or dreams will he come up with to make money?

Jenny continues her Cinderella story, substituting Blair for her mother, Eleanor, and a job at Eleanor's atelier. Jenny also develops a friendship with a model who gets her in over her head in the dark, adult world of fashion. This girl is the fun, wild friend who pulls Jenny away from family and school and into the night … something Rufus is not happy about.

Vanessa's life gets turned around by the return of her unstable sister, a force whose wrongs Vanessa is always trying to right. Plus, she gets pulled back into Nate's drama, and, though she tries to be a good friend to him, it is hard on her. Vanessa opens the door a bit more to her life and why she is the way she is. She also gets a job that brings her closer to the world of Rufus.

Rufus, meanwhile, has returned from tour realising that the dreams he gave up haven't left his mind, and he'll have to choose which path to follow. Rufus starts to date again, something that brings him into conflict with Lily. He is also in conflict with Jenny, over her future, and with Dan, and Dan's new attitude to live more and take bigger risks.

Lily returns from a three-month globetrotting honeymoon as Mrs. Bart Bass to find herself thrust into a new level of Manhattan society — and all the privileges and pressures that come with it. The public unveiling of the new apartment — palace or gilded cage? — lends incredible stress and Lily starts to question the choices she's made. She also finds out that her new husband knows more about her than she thought, as he attempts to clean up and contain her past. Lily's attempts to maintain some type of relationship with Rufus and escape from the mundane duties of a society wife force Rufus to draw the line, and, for the first time in their history, Lily finds that she's the one rebuffed.

Through it all, Gossip Girl is there. Keeping track of the shifting friendships, jealousies and turmoil in this wealthy and complex world isn't easy, but it's what Gossip Girl does best (always with an X and an O).

Based upon the book by Cecily von Ziegesar, Gossip Girl, which has already won two Teen Choice Awards for Choice TV Show – Drama and Choice TV Breakout Show and garnered a legion of fashion-forward fans, was developed by Josh Schwartz (Chuck, The O.C.) & Stephanie Savage (The O.C., Charlie's Angels: Full Throttle, The Mountain, Fastlane) and is executive produced by Schwartz, Savage, Leslie Morgenstein (Privileged, The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants), Bob Levy (Privileged) and John Stephens (The O.C., Gilmore Girls).

GOSSIP GIRL II

Synopses (episodes 1-6)
"SUMMER, KIND OF WONDERFUL"
Ep1

Welcome to Manhattan's Upper East Side, where gossip rules and affluent prep-school students find themselves with the money, access and appetite to explore all the temptations New York City has to offer. Based on the best-selling series of young-adult novels by Cecily von Ziegesar, this drama is told through the eyes of an all-knowing blogger -- Gossip Girl -- who is determined to uncover and fuel every scandal possible via constant, avidly read text messages, including the intense friendship and rivalry of two girls, Serena van der Woodsen (series star BLAKE LIVELY) and Blair Waldorf (series star LEIGHTON MEESTER).

While Serena was away at boarding school, Blair enjoyed her time in the spotlight; now that Serena is back, Blair has no intention of going back to living in Serena's shadow. Blair's quest to maintain her queen bee status hasn't been her only trial, however. Her once-rock-solid romantic relationship with Nate Archibald (series star CHACE CRAWFORD), a young man uneasy with his privilege and who now deals with the financial fallout created by his high-powered father, was also put through the ringer, made more complicated by her feisty involvement with Nate's best friend, Chuck Bass (series star ED WESTWICK). Chuck leads a reckless life and constantly pushes those around him to explore their dark side.

Once the Upper East Side's most notorious party girl, Serena initially seemed to keep her vices in check, but a haunting past soon unleashed old ghosts. While being fiercely protective of her younger brother, Eric (recurring guest star CONNOR PAOLO), Serena tried to forge a romance with the proverbial fish out of water, Dan Humphrey (series star PENN BADGLEY), a middle-class kid on the fringe of the exclusive clique. Dan and his younger sister, Jenny (series star TAYLOR MOMSEN), attend the elite Manhattan school at the insistence of their father, Rufus (series star MATTHEW SETTLE), a former rocker turned art gallery owner determined to give his kids a first-class education. Rufus has a history with Serena's mother, Lily (series star KELLY RUTHERFORD), a socialite with a hidden past. When a chance encounter brought Dan and Serena together, Dan found himself dating the girl of his dreams. This dream quickly became a challenge as he tried to make sense of her world. Jenny is the youngest of the group and wants desperately to be accepted. She was thrilled with her brother's new romance and the chance to have entry into this glamorous world, though she quickly learned the price for popularity takes its toll. The group was also impacted by the arrival of Vanessa Abrams (series star JESSICA SZOHR), Dan's female friend, a Brooklyn rebel and loner who doesn't approve of this high-stakes world of money, fashion shows and fundraisers.

In the second season premiere, as the summer draws to a close in the Hamptons, Serena and Nate have everyone fooled into thinking they are a couple to cover up the fact that Nate has been hooking up with a married older woman (recurring guest star MADCHEN AMICK - "ER," "Joey," "Gilmore Girls") and Serena has been secretly mourning her breakup with Dan. Blair returns from abroad with a hot guy on her arm (guest star PATRICK HEUSINGER - "The Nanny Diaries"), making a very jealous Chuck question his decision to leave Blair stranded at the heliport. Dan has spent the summer assisting a famous author (guest star JAY McINERNEY, author of Bright Lights, Big City), but decides to head to the Hamptons to see how things stand with Serena after a summer spent apart. Plus, while interning for Blair's mother's company, Jenny sneaks a much-coveted invite to the Hamptons' White Party, at which Eric (recurring guest star CONNOR PAOLO) introduces her to socialite TINSLEY MORTIMER.

180-Character Logline:
Gossip Girl heads to the Hamptons as summer comes to a close. Guest stars include author JAY McINERNEY (Bright Lights, Big City), socialite TINSLEY MORTIMER and MADCHEN AMICK.

60-Character Logline:
Gossip Girl heads to the Hamptons' talked-about White Party.

Written by:  Joshua Safran 

Directed by: J. Miller Tobin 

"NEVER BEEN MARCUSED"
Ep2

Blair is over the moon to be dating royalty and has every intention of becoming a royal herself, but a scheming Chuck has other plans for Blair and her new love, Marcus (recurring guest star PATRICK HEUSINGER). Serena and Dan agree to keep their recent hookups a secret from their friends and family until they figure out what it means for their relationship. Meanwhile, Nate learns the downside to having an affair with a hot older woman, Catherine (recurring guest star MADCHEN AMICK), who is married.

180-Character Logline:
Blair is thrilled to be dating royalty, but a scheming Chuck has other plans for her. Plus, Serena and Dan agree to keep their recent hookups a secret.

60-Character Logline:
Nate learns the downside of an affair with an older woman.

Written by:  Stephanie Savage 

Directed by: Michael Fields 

"THE DARK NIGHT"
Ep3

Serena and Dan are forced to deal with their unspoken problems while trapped in an elevator during a citywide blackout. In a humorous twist, Blair questions the lack of passion in her relationship with Marcus (recurring guest star PATRICK HEUSINGER), while, at the same time, Chuck appears to have lost his "passion" for any woman other than Blair. Meanwhile, Nate struggles between his feelings for Vanessa and his more-complicated-by-the-day relationship with Catherine (recurring guest star MADCHEN AMICK). Plus, Jenny risks losing her internship when Eleanor (recurring guest star MARGARET COLIN) catches Jenny critiquing one of the Eleanor Waldorf designs.

180-Character Logline:
Serena and Dan are forced to deal with their problems while trapped in an elevator during a blackout. Blair and Chuck question the lack of passion in their new relationships.

60-Character Logline:
Jenny may lose her internship with Eleanor (MARGARET COLIN).

Written by:  John Stephens 

Directed by: Janice Cooke 

"THE EX-FILES"
Ep4

When Serena notices that Dan has been cozying up to the new girl in school, Amanda (guest star LAURA-LEIGH), the ever-loyal Blair and her minions decide to befriend Amanda and sabotage her budding new romance with "lonely boy." Plus, Vanessa discovers a scandalous secret about Catherine (recurring guest star MADCHEN AMICK) and enlists Blair's scheming expertise to use the information to help Nate. Meanwhile, Lily finds herself drawn back to her ex, Rufus, once again.

180-Character Logline:
When Serena notices that Dan has been cozying up to the new girl in school, the ever-loyal Blair and her minions decide to befriend Amanda and sabotage her budding new romance.

60-Character Logline:
Vanessa learns a scandalous secret and enlists Blair's help.

Written by:  Robby Hull 

Directed by: Jim McKay 

"THE SERENA ALSO RISES"
Ep5

A furious Blair learns in the midst of Fashion Week that her mother, Eleanor (recurring guest star MARGARET COLIN), at the suggestion of her protégé Jenny, has given Serena and her new socialite friend, Poppy Lifton (guest star TAMARA FELDMAN - "Dirty Sexy Money," "Supernatural"), front row seats to the Eleanor Waldorf show. Hurt once again by Serena's popularity and her mother's betrayal, Blair decides to sabotage the show. Meanwhile, Dan starts hanging out with Chuck, and learns the hard way that a walk on the dark side always has its risks. Plus, Lily learns a secret that her new husband, Bart (recurring guest start ROBERT JOHN BURKE), has been keeping from her.

Designer MICHAEL KORS and socialites TINSLEY MORTIMER and CRISTINA CUOMO make cameo appearances at Eleanor Waldorf's show.

180-Character Logline:
Blair decides to sabotage her mother's show at Fashion Week. Dan starts hanging out with Chuck, and learns the hard way that a walk on the dark side always has its risks.

60-Character Logline:
Blair decides to sabotage her mother's show at Fashion Week.

Written by:  Jessica Queller 

Directed by: Patrick Norris 

"NEW HAVEN CAN WAIT"
Ep6

After Blair and Serena get into a fight, Serena decides to get even with Blair -- who has always dreamed of attending Yale University -- and ditches her plans to visit Brown University, accepting instead a personal invitation to visit Yale from the dean. Meanwhile, Dan discovers that none of his recommendation letters for Yale were ever submitted, and frantically tries to figure out a way to salvage his chances of getting into the school. While on the Yale campus, Chuck is kidnapped by several members of the elite secret society based at the school, Skull and Bones, and Nate hooks up with a co-ed.

180-Character Logline:
After a fight, Serena wants to get even with Blair -- who dreams of attending Yale University -- and accepts an invitation to visit. Chuck is kidnapped by an elite secret society.

60-Character Logline:
Blair, Serena, Dan, Nate and Chuck visit Yale University.

Written by:  Alexandra McNally 

             Joshua Safran 

Directed by: Norman Buckley 

"CHUCK IN REAL LIFE"
Ep7

Vanessa uses the scandalous picture of Catherine and Marcus to blackmail Blair into being a nicer person, so Blair seeks revenge by enticing Chuck to seduce Vanessa. Lily and Bart (recurring guest star ROBERT JOHN BURKE) throw an extravagant housewarming party and expect their children to make them proud in front of the attending press, but a rebellious Serena isn't ready to play by their rules. Meanwhile, Dan and Jenny discover a big secret that Nate has been keeping from his friends.

180-Character Logline:
Blair seeks revenge by enticing Chuck to seduce Vanessa. Serena rebels at an important party of Lily's. And Dan and Jenny find out a secret Nate has been hiding from his friends.

60-Character Logline:
To get revenge, Blair convinces Chuck to seduce Vanessa.

Written by:  Lenn K. Rosenfeld 

Directed by: Tony Wharmby 

"PRET-A-POOR J"
Ep8
Jenny befriends a young model, Agnes (guest star WILLA HOLLAND - "The O.C."), who encourages Jenny to explore her wild side, and to confront her boss, Eleanor Waldorf (recurring guest star MARGARET COLIN), who is attempting to "borrow" Jenny's designs. Serena and Dan agree to attend an art opening at Rufus' gallery as friends, but the outing gets a little uncomfortable after Serena meets an artist, Aaron Rose (recurring guest star JOHN PATRICK AMEDORI - "Vanished," "The Cleaner"), and realizes they have an instant chemistry. Meanwhile, Blair attempts to seduce Chuck, but it proves tougher than she ever imagined.

180-Character Logline:
Jenny befriends a model (WILLA HOLLAND - "The O.C."), and is encouraged to explore her wild side. Serena is attracted to an artist, Aaron Rose (JOHN PATRICK AMEDORI - "Vanished").

60-Character Logline:
A young model (WILLA HOLLAND) encourages Jenny's wild side.

Written by:  Amanda Lasher 

Directed by: Vondie Curtis Hall 

GOSSIP GIRL II

Production Credits

Welcome to Manhattan's Upper East Side, where gossip rules, and affluent prep-school students find themselves with the money, access and appetite to explore all the temptations New York City has to offer. Based on the best-selling series of young-adult novels by Cecily von Ziegesar, this drama is told through the eyes of an all-knowing blogger — Gossip Girl — who is determined to uncover and fuel every scandal possible via constant, avidly read text messages, including the intense friendship and rivalry of two girls, Serena and Blair, and other girls' attempts to become the queen bee. Gossip Girl also keeps tabs on the growing Machiavellian tendencies of bad boy Chuck, and earnest Dan's efforts to understand this new world of questionable loyalties. Keeping track of the shifting friendships, jealousies and turmoil in this wealthy and complex world isn't easy; that's why there's Gossip Girl. 

Executive produced by Josh Schwartz (Chuck, The O.C.) and Stephanie Savage (The O.C.), GOSSIP GIRL has won a legion of devoted and fashion-forward fans. This drama's not only devilish — it's stylish.

FORMAT:
One-hour drama series

SEASON:
Year II

ORIGINATION:
Taped in New York City

STARRING:
BLAKE LIVELY (Serena van der Woodsen)



LEIGHTON MEESTER (Blair Waldorf)



PENN BADGLEY (Dan Humphrey)



CHACE CRAWFORD (Nate Archibald)



TAYLOR MOMSEN (Jenny Humphrey)



ED WESTWICK (Chuck Bass)



JESSICA SZOHR (Vanessa Abrams)

with KELLY RUTHERFORD (Lily van der Woodsen)

and MATTHEW SETTLE (Rufus Humphrey)

DEVELOPED BY:
Josh Schwartz & Stephanie Savage

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS:
Josh Schwartz



Stephanie Savage



Leslie Morgenstein



Bob Levy



John Stephens

PRODUCED BY:
College Hill Pictures, Alloy Entertainment in association with Warner Bros. Television and CBS Paramount Television Inc.

BASED UPON THE BOOK BY: 
Cecily von Ziegesar

GOSSIP GIRL II

Cast Biographies
BLAKE LIVELY

(Serena van der Woodsen)
Blake Lively stars as Serena van der Woodsen in the stylish drama Gossip Girl, based on the tremendously popular book series about privileged teenagers who attend an elite private school in New York City. She recently won a Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Actress – Drama for her portrayal, in addition to winning for Choice TV Breakout Star – Female.

Lively has quickly become one of the most sought-after young actresses in Hollywood. She made her big-screen debut in Warner Bros.' The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, for which she earned a nomination for Choice Movie Breakout Performance – Female at the 2005 Teen Choice Awards. Lively can currently be seen in the long-anticipated sequel.

Lively starred in the comedy Accepted, alongside Justin Long and directed by Steve Pink, and in the independent feature Elvis and Annabelle, starring opposite Max Minghella and Mary Steenburgen. She will star in the upcoming New York, I Love You and The Private Lives of Pippa Lee, both featuring a stellar ensemble cast.

Lively has been honored at the Hollywood Life Breakthrough Awards, and comes from a large family of California actors. She graduated from high school in 2007.

LEIGHTON MEESTER

(Blair Waldorf)
Leighton Meester stars as the deliciously devilish Blair Waldorf in the stylish drama Gossip Girl, based on the tremendously popular book series about privileged teenagers who attend an elite private school in New York City. She was nominated for a Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Actress – Drama for her portrayal, in addition to being nominated for Choice TV Breakout Star – Female.

Meester made her television debut when she was 13 on Law & Order, Meester got her breakout opportunity in 2004 with a recurring role as singer Justine Chapin on the hit series Entourage. In September, Meester appeared once again on Entourage, singing a duet with the legendary Tony Bennett. She continued to work steadily with guest-starring roles on series like 8 Simple Rules... for Dating My Teenage Daughter, Numb3rs and CSI: Miami, and has had recurring roles on popular series such as 24, Veronica Mars, Shark and House M.D. In addition, she had regular roles on Tarzan and Surface.


Not limiting herself to the small screen, Meester made her film debut in the feature Hangman's Curse, based on the best-selling novel by Frank Peretti. She also starred in the independent films Flourish, with future House co-stars Jennifer Morrison and Jesse Spencer; Remember the Daze, opposite Amber Heard and Alexa Vega; and the horror/comedy Drive Thru. Most recently, she appeared in Killer Movie, which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival.


Raised in Marco Island, Florida, Meester was bitten by the acting bug at age 9, when she played a citizen of Emerald City in a local production of The Wizard of Oz. Two years later, she moved with her family to New York City and soon began working as a model with the Wilhemina modeling agency, booking a Ralph Lauren campaign shot by Bruce Weber and working with photographer/director Sofia Coppola. 

Meester has always had a lifelong passion for music. She recently recorded a song for the soundtrack of the film Drive Thru and is currently recording her first CD, which will be released early next year.  

PENN BADGLEY

(Dan Humphrey)
Penn Badgley stars as Dan Humphrey in the stylish drama Gossip Girl, based on the tremendously popular book series about privileged teenagers who attend an elite private school in New York City. He was nominated for a Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Actor – Drama for his portrayal.

Badgley recently completed production on the dramatic thriller The Stepfather opposite Dylan Walsh and Sela Ward, set for release in 2009. This fall, Badgely takes a villainous turn in the rugby-themed Forever Strong. He appeared in John Tucker Must Die, and has starred in several television series over the years, including a coveted guest-starring role on Will & Grace. Badgley's first starring role came at the age of 15 in the short-lived Do Over, for which he received critical acclaim.

Born in Baltimore, Badgley split his formative years between Midlothian, Virginia, and Seattle, Washington. It was in Seattle that, through his love of music, he stumbled upon a local playhouse and became involved in musical theater, where his passion for acting grew. Badgely relocated to Los Angeles and built up his resume while attending Santa Monica College. He had planned to transfer to the University of Southern California, where he was accepted at 17, but life and work intervened. 

Badgely currently resides in New York. He enjoys writing music and playing soccer in his spare time.

CHACE CRAWFORD

(Nate Archibald)
Chace Crawford stars in the stylish drama Gossip Girl as Nate Archibald, a young man who is uneasy with all the privileges that have been handed to him by his family. Crawford recently won the Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Breakout Star – Male for his portrayal. He was also nominated for an award for Choice TV Actor – Drama.

Crawford recently wrapped production on the independent movie She Lived, in which he stars as Joseph Young. Haley Bennett from Music and Lyrics co-stars and Mickey Liddell is directing

In 2006, Crawford starred alongside Taylor Kitsch, Sebastian Stan and Toby Hemingway in The Covenant. The movie follows four young men who belong to a supernatural legacy and are forced to battle a fifth power long thought to have died. Directed by Renny Harlin, The Covenant opened at number one at the box office.

Crawford also appeared in the telefilm Long Lost Son in 2006, portraying the son of Gabrielle Anwar's character. Directed by Brian Trenchard-Smith, it tells the story of a mother who realizes 14 years later that the son and husband she believed to have drowned are still alive.

Crawford grew up in Plano, Texas. He moved to Los Angeles to attend Pepperdine University and, while there, he began acting as a hobby. Shortly thereafter, he landed his first break as Tyler Simms in The Covenant.
Crawford splits his time between Los Angeles and New York City, where Gossip Girl is filmed.

TAYLOR MOMSEN

(Jenny Humphrey)
An actress whose poise and range reaches well beyond her years, Taylor Momsen stars as Jenny Humphrey, the freshman from downtown Soho who tries to fit in with the wealthy kids from New York's Upper East Side, in the stylish drama Gossip Girl. Momsen was recently nominated for a Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Breakout Star – Female.
Having worked with directors ranging from Ron Howard to Gus Van Sant, Momsen is making her mark in Hollywood. She can be seen in Gus Van Sant's Paranoid Park, which premiered at the 2007 Cannes Film Festival to rave reviews and was given the 60th Anniversary Award. Momsen can also be seen in the live action/CGI film Underdog, starring Jim Belushi and directed by Frederik Du Chau.

In 2000, Momsen starred in her breakthrough performance in Ron Howard's How the Grinch Stole Christmas, as Cindy Lou Who, opposite Jim Carrey. The film grossed over $340 million worldwide. Additional film credits include Robert Rodriquez' Spy Kids 2: The Island of Lost Dreams and Randall Wallace's We Were Soldiers, starring Mel Gibson.

Momsen was born in St. Louis, Missouri, and resides in Maryland.

ED WESTWICK

(Chuck Bass)
Ed Westwick stars as overly confident and sexy bad boy Chuck in the stylish drama Gossip Girl, based on the tremendously popular book series about privileged teenagers who attend an elite private school in New York City. Westwick recently won the Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Villain for his portrayal.

An emerging young British actor who trained at The National Youth Theatre in London, Westwick was recently seen in several high-profile features. He played the role of Alex in Alfonso Cuarón's Children of Men, opposite Clive Owen and Julianne Moore. Westwick was also seen in the role of Zoran in Anthony Mighella's Breaking and Entering, opposite Jude Law, Juliette Binoche and Robin Wright Penn. Westwick also starred in Son of Rambow, an independent film directed by Garth Jennings, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival and caused quite a buzz, selling for the highest amount at the festival. Westwick played Lawrence, a bully and father figure to his devoted younger brother. 

Westwick stars in the upcoming film 100 Feet, a supernatural thriller written and directed by Eric Red. Starring alongside Famke Janssen and Bobby Cannavale, Westwick plays Joey, a handsome Brooklyn delivery boy who delivers groceries to Janssen's character, who is under house arrest. It is not long before they begin a heated affair. He will also be seen in the upcoming feature S. Darko, which takes place seven years after Donnie Darko left off, and is due out in 2009.

Additional credits include guest-starring roles in Afterlife for ITV1, Casualty and Doctors for the BBC and Dream Team for Sky One.

When not filming Gossip Girl in New York City or performing with his band, The Filthy Youth, Westwick resides outside London.

JESSICA SZOHR 

(Vanessa Abrams)

Jessica Szohr stars as Vanessa, Dan's quirky best friend, in the stylish drama Gossip Girl, based on the tremendously popular book series about privileged teenagers who attend an elite private school in New York City. 

Szohr was discovered at age 16 and she began working as a Kohl’s department store model. She has also modeled for Crate and Barrel, Mountain Dew, Sears, Quaker Oats, Jockey, Jansport and Seventeen magazine.

Szohr's additional television credits include guest starring roles on What About Brian and CSI: Miami. She is also featured in music videos for "Over You" by Daughtry and "Best Days" by Matt White.

Szohr currently resides in New York City.

with KELLY RUTHERFORD

(Lily van der Woodsen)
Kelly Rutherford stars as Lily van der Woodsen, wealthy socialite and mother of Serena, in the stylish drama Gossip Girl.

Perhaps best known to television audiences as Megan Mancini in the hit series Melrose Place, Rutherford also starred in the drama E-Ring. Her other television series credits include starring roles in Threat Matrix, The Kindred, The Great Defender and Homefront. She also had recurring roles on The District, The Fugitive [2000], Get Real and The Adventures of Brisco County, Jr. Additionally, Rutherford made guest appearances on such series as Courthouse, Davis Rules and Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventures. She also had a contract role on the soap opera Generations.

Rutherford appeared in the feature films Swimming Upstream, Scream 3, I Love Trouble and Shakedown, as well as the telefilms Cry Wolf, Acceptable Risk, The Perfect Getaway and No Greater Love.
and MATTHEW SETTLE

(Rufus Humphrey)
Matthew Settle stars as Rufus Humphrey, a former rocker turned gallery owner and father to two teenagers, Dan and Jenny, in the stylish drama Gossip Girl.

In addition to a recurring role on Brothers & Sisters, Settle's other series credits include roles on ER and The Practice. He also made guest appearances on Law & Order: Special Victims Unit and CSI: Miami. Settle has starred in several telefilms and miniseries, including Blue Smoke; Into the West; A Place Called Home; The Mystery of Natalie Wood, in which he portrayed Warren Beatty; Band of Brothers; Crime in Connecticut; and Lansky, in which he played a young Bugsy Siegel.

On the big screen, Settle has starred in the thriller Beneath and The Celestine Prophecy, which was adapted from the bestselling book. His other film credits include Rancid, Until the Night, Attraction, The In Crowd, U-571 and I Still Know What You Did Last Summer.
