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INTRODUCTION

When you find out where they’ve been, you’ll discover 
where they’re going…

IDENTITY, a new six part ITV drama series starring Aidan Gillen and Keeley Hawes, follows an elite police unit formed to combat the explosion of identity-related crime. 

Ed Whitmore’s newly created IDENTITY is here to tackle the darker side of reinvention: murderers who literally take other people’s lives, criminals who create new personas to escape evil pasts, impostors who look, talk and sound just like us but would kill you in a heartbeat.
The unit, lead by DSI Martha Lawson, (Keeley Hawes - Ashes to Ashes, Mutual Friends), works any case where making an identification is a significant part of solving the crime by outsmarting, hunting down and unmasking the modern day Jekyll and Hydes.

DSI Lawson is also the founder of the unit - which she fought long and hard for - and its perilous fate is a constant source of anxiety to her. She knows she took a gamble in hiring DI John Bloom, played by Aidan Gillen (The Wire, Queer as Folk) - the secret weapon of the Identity Unit. Crucially, Bloom is an ex-undercover cop so he knows first hand what it’s like to pretend to be someone you are not. He’s also only too aware of how easy it is to lose your own identity when you’re living a lie…

Holly Aird (Torn, Waking the Dead) is Tessa Stein, IT expert in everything from trawling databases to cracking security codes.  Completing the team are DS Anthony Wareing (Shaun Parkes - Moses Jones, Harley Street), who has his eye on promotion and a stance on cases that can err on the self-righteous, and DC José Rodriguez (Elyes Gabel – Waterloo Road, Deadset) cocky, self-assured yet with a seriousness and sensitivity that gives him insight into cases. As the series unfolds, DS Wareing becomes more and more concerned about Bloom’s methods and frustrated by what he sees as Martha’s blind and foolish indulgence of him. 

Kate Bartlett, Controller of Drama at ITV Studios, says: “This is a unique crime series, with an exciting cast, that explores the theme of identity.  The psychology behind the issue of identity opens up a whole world of stories.  We take for granted that people are who they say they are and a person’s ID is sacred.  However, when that trust is violated it can provoke a special kind of fear, one that cuts to the heart of our sense of self and the world around us.”

Writer and creator Ed Whitmore says: “Somehow the whole proposition of identity has never felt more fluid, fragile and perilous and obviously that’s reflected in the burgeoning identity fraud crime stats. But it also poses deeper questions such as what does our identity really mean to us?  Superficially we define it by our names, fingerprints, DNA etc and yet it clearly means so much more to us than that. The whole theme of identity just seemed to organically throw up so many compelling and dramatic questions.
“I’ve done a ton of research; in fact everyone involved in the development of the show has become an identity crime obsessive, because once you start reading the real life cases you just can’t stop.  Probably the first story to really catch my attention was Elaine “The Chameleon” Parent who employed numerology parlour tricks to obtain strangers’ birth certificate and passport numbers. Eventually she killed a Florida bank clerk and flew to the UK under her name but by utilizing a dozen plus identities she managed to evade capture for another 12 years when she shot herself. Another truly astonishing case was John List who murdered his mother, wife and three children then disappeared for nearly 18 years. So out of all that came the idea of an elite Identity Unit who tackle the dark side of reinvention.”
Talking of the translation of his characters onto the small screen Ed continues: “There’s a real conundrum in creating cop characters. You want them to be good at their job so we can savour their investigative ingenuity yet you don’t want them to be blandly heroic – in essence you want that investigative ingenuity to COST them something.  The paradox of a man who’s more comfortable in anyone’s skin but his own is really compelling and moving and Aidan Gillen said that’s what fundamentally grabbed him about the character of John Bloom.  The conceit of Bloom’s perilous double life gave us an underlying tension that perfectly amplified the excitement of the stories of the week and located the theme of identity right at the heart of our story.

“In Keeley Hawes we were blessed to have an actress who could perfectly encapsulate the character of Martha Lawson’s mixture of single mindedness and vulnerability, professional dynamism and private weariness.”
IDENTITY is an ITV Studios production.  Written and created by Ed Whitmore (He Kills Coppers, Waking the Dead), also written by Edward Bennett (Waking the Dead), produced by Lachlan MacKinnon (City of Vice) and directed by Brendan Maher (Spooks, Wide Sargasso Sea) and Andy Hay (Hotel Babylon, Trial and Retribution) Kate Bartlett (Gunrush) is the executive producer.

CAST LIST

PRINCIPAL CAST 


DI John Bloom
Aidan Gillen 
DSI Martha Lawson
Keeley Hawes

Tessa Stein
Holly Aird 

DS Anthony Wareing
Shaun Parkes
DC José Rodriguez
Elyes Gabel 
EPISODE ONE 

Justin Curtis
John Hopkins

John Tudor
Daniel Lapaine
Adile Kemal
Agni Scott
Sophie Curtis
Lorraine Burroughs
Peter Coulson
Josh McGuire 
Atif
Aleksandra Mikic
Hailit Kemal
Ken Bones
Audrey Byrne
Dorothy Duff 

Ursula Coulson
Janine Wood
Michelle Fielding 
Chipo Chung

AC Hugh Wainwright
Patrick Baladi
EPISODE TWO 

Jane Calshaw
Joanne Froggatt
John Knighton
Michael Maloney

Adile.................................................................................................................................Agni Scott

Caroline Knighton
Saskia Wickham

Malcolm Calshaw
Michael Higgs

Gail Robertson
Kelly Harrison
Olivia Knighton
Laura Aikman
Martin Cameron
Philip Wright
Guy Halliday
David Birkin

DI Terry Eggleston
Leon Ockenden

EPISODE THREE 

Amy Quilan
Sarah Smart

David Sinclair
Phil Davis

Adile Kemal…………………………………………………………………
Agni Scott
DS Colin Highsmith
Alex Palmer 

Sam Quilan
Harrison Edwards
Brian Green
Ian Dunn 

Atif…
……………………………………………………………… Aleksandra Mikic

Nazar Kemal…………………………………………………………….
.Tamer Hassan

EPISODE FOUR 
AC Hugh Wainwright
Patrick Baladi

Bansi
Ramon Tikaram

Jamilla Atwal
Shivani Ghai

Adile Kemal
Agni Scott
Atif ………………………………………………………………….
..Aleksandra Mikic
De Villers
Julian Lewis Jones 

Bathhurst
Simon Cook

Mackenzie
David Bark Jones 

Ramesh Badi
Paul Bhattacharjee

Bhatnagar 
Amerjit Deu

Gibbs
Tom Turner

EPISODE FIVE 
AC Hugh Wainwright
Patrick Baladi

Miriam Brolin (Nadia)
Jenny Seagrove

Adile Kemal
Agni Scott

Marco Robson
Clive Russell

DCS Robert Thacker
Tom Mannion 

Max Healey
Anthony Calf

Jacob Brolin
Simon Chandler

Vicky Brolin
Laura Greenwood  

Dr Gearing
Kate Marvan

Mrs Broadfoot
Sally Faulkner

Atif
Aleksandra Mikic
EPISODE SIX 
Adile Kemal
Agni Scott
Halit Kemal
Ken Bones

DCS Mary Bull
Lynda Rooke

Dr Crawford
Daniel Hill

Nazar Kemal 
Tamer Hassan 

Atif
Aleksandra Mikic
THE CHARACTERS

Aidan Gillen plays Detective Inspector John Bloom

Detective Inspector John Bloom is a charismatic, blunt-but-compassionate investigator - the secret weapon of the Identity Unit. Crucially, he’s an ex-undercover cop so he knows first hand what it’s like to pretend to be someone you are not. He’s also only too aware of how easy it is to lose your own identity when you’re living a lie. He’s a bit of an enigma with a secretive past and the rest of the team finds him hard to fathom. Bloom gets results but often in a way that’s politically unacceptable.  
But we’ll have access to that secret past and over the six episodes, we’ll see Bloom struggle to stay away from the woman he fell in love with on his last under-cover job, Adile, the sister of a Turkish drug dealer, Nazar Kemal. By going under-cover as Irish money launderer Brendan Shea, Bloom infiltrated the family business and successfully got Nazar arrested. But he got dangerously close to the family and after Nazar’s arrest, and the end of his job, he had to force himself to keep his distance from Adile. But trying to live a normal life and work a 9-5 job as DI John Bloom for the first time in 15 years is difficult for him and eventually he finds the lure of Adile impossible to resist. Over the series we’ll watch Bloom work out who he wants to be full time – John Bloom or Brendan Shea…. ?
Keeley Hawes plays Detective Superintendent Martha Lawson

Martha Lawson is a tough, committed investigator and the head of the Identity Unit which she fought long and hard to create. In appointing Bloom, Martha knows she took a gamble.  She recognizes that the very qualities that made him such an effective undercover officer - fearlessness, independence, a talent for barefaced lying and sudden lethal force – make him both the team’s greatest asset and its greatest liability.  
Holly Aird plays Tessa Stein – IT Expert
Tessa is upper middle-class, warm, flirty with a dirty laugh.  Martha may be the boss of the unit but Tessa is the mum.  Tessa’s area of expertise is anything to do with IT - from trawling databases to cracking security codes to working facial imaging software to any kind of audio/visual analysis. She is a technician working exclusively within the Met but not a police officer. Tessa is also the member of the team most fretful about the threat inherent in their work to civil liberties.
Shaun Parkes plays Detective Sergeant Anthony Wareing

Anthony Wareing is a handsome graduate.  He’s married with children and now wants the career. Sometimes Anthony takes a stance on cases that err on the personal and self-righteous.  Promotion is constantly on his mind but he believes that Martha favours Bloom. As the series unfolds, Anthony becomes more and more concerned about Bloom’s methods and frustrated by what he sees as Martha’s blind and foolish indulgence of him. 

Elyes Gabel plays Detective Constable José Rodriguez

José Rodriguez is a cheerful, talented, even inspired agent from a working class, first generation Spanish background.  José plays as hard as he works and sometimes that’s a problem. José is cocky, self-assured, and quick-witted, always lying to his girlfriends, triple-booking himself with his mates, yet dig deeper and there’s seriousness and sensitivity that often gives him key insights into cases. 

Patrick Baladi plays Assistant Commander Hugh Wainwright

Urbane, handsome Commander Hugh Wainwright was Martha's key champion in getting the Identity Unit funded by the suits and so to an extent she is beholden to him.  He's friendly and familiar with her but it's a veneer - she needs him a lot more than he needs her and he never lets her forget it.  

CAST INTERVIEWS

Aidan Gillen is DI John Bloom

Aidan Gillen admits to sharing certain traits with his latest on-screen character, DI John Bloom, in IDENTITY.

“The determination to do things and not worry about what other people think would be a common trait,” he confirms. “A lack of concern and worry about protocol, or how things are supposed to be done. Of hierarchies and feeling like you have to play the game and behave in a certain way with authority figures; I don’t think I would have been obliged to do that.

 “Of course there are a lot of people that are fortunate to find that within the hierarchy or any of those bodies, sometimes they are the people that care most about what they are doing.” 

Talking about his character Aidan continues: “Bloom is a man trying to change down a gear to a less adrenaline fuelled life.  He was a former undercover cop and there is a high burn out rate in that profession, especially if you are good and that can happen very fast. He has had quite a long run of it and for whatever reason it is that we will never see, he has decided to end one chapter of his life and begin another. 

“Bloom was always quite comfortable pretending to be other people and pretending not to be a cop and there is a lot of conflict going on in terms of his own character and identity. He is at ease role-playing and pretending and with this story there is a particular undercover life that he is still dipping in to because he feels at home there and it is his comfort.” 

Explaining Bloom, Aidan says: “He is good at what he does. He is not a bad person. There is no malicious Dr Jekyll and Hyde scenario. He just needs certain things, being in love maybe, having a family. He knows exactly what is going on with the family of the woman he loves, whom he worked for when he was undercover. Bad things happen, they move in a dangerous world. 

“He is turning more of a blind eye to certain things that maybe he should do bearing in mind the job he does because he feels part of that family. 

“Bloom is essentially a good person and is good at his job which is why people bear him.  He can be a bit arrogant and brash; people don’t know what he is up to. His boss, Martha (Keeley Hawes) doesn’t even understand him; but she knows there is a method there. Sometimes he doesn’t know how a situation will turn out he just goes on instinct and you need people like that around, it can’t all be done by a book. 

“The thing with Bloom is he’s not afraid to take control. If that signals the end of his career there and then so be it, he is not afraid of whatever the consequences might be. But the stakes are not always as high as that when it comes to his attitude or arrogance.  There is a moral boundary there but he also pushes the boundaries and occasionally rearranges them for the greater good.”

Aidan likes to work out where his character comes from, his reasons for living life a certain way but doesn’t share his thoughts. “I just keep them to myself. If you tell people what you are about then maybe they will start to look at it in a different way and will see the character or his actions differently. It is nice to have that in your treasure chest.”

For instance Bloom’s relationship with his DSI, Martha Lawson…
“It’s a classic dramatic relationship; there is a bit of unspoken romance between them. They don’t have a romantic history because nothing has happened yet, but I think there is an underlying romantic note in things that have happened and for whatever reasons he doesn’t realise it. They are both solitary in a way and understand each other. It is the kind of job that has pressure and it is hard to be a family person I think.”

Aidan feels his character gives the drama a certain edge.  “As a main stream prime-time drama certain genres are adhered to and expected to achieve ratings so to mess around with the genres is something a lot of people want to do but can’t achieve. With this character and the way he dips in and out of the other life, it gives it a bit of flavour and the whole identity theme gives a different slant to police formats.

“I don’t watch a lot of TV but my kids are actually really into crime show television and they love just trying to work out who did it. It is so funny watching them. I used to watch shows like Colombo and the Rockford Files. They all have great characters at the heart of them. In Ireland our TV has three channels and a hanger stuck in the top as an aerial…” 

As an actor Aidan moves seamlessly between film, television and theatre in the UK and America choosing projects that achieve global recognition such as Queer as Folk and The Wire; this doesn’t happen by chance.

He says: “I have worked to construct a career like that. I may claim to be a bit hap hazard the way I go about things, but I choose not to mine a particular project until it has gone and always walk away from something even if it could continue. I try and do something else, somewhere else and I have always done that and the effect has been working in different mediums in different places. The circuit can take a number of years before you get back to the same place at which point you can usually end up doing something completely different so the types of parts you are playing are constantly changing.  It is a choice and I think I work hard at what I do so that is also part of why you get chances, if you can do things with conviction and success you’re more likely to have opportunities in that area again.”

“I think I have been a bit of a risk taker in wanting something different, in the end it has some kind of cumulative effect and at least I’ve been in control and had a good time.  The mandate is always to mix it up and keep it different.”

So is Aidan worried about identity theft ruining his relaxed existence in rural Ireland?

“I put all kinds of the wrong stuff in the bins all the time. I couldn’t care less. I wouldn’t go out of my way to be worried about my identity unless of course it was affecting my family. I have a natural watchfulness but wouldn’t go over board about worrying about somebody attempting to be me.”

Keeley Hawes is DSI Martha Lawson

Having played a police officer in Ashes to Ashes and now IDENTITY, Keeley Hawes admits in another life she could have joined the Force…

“I could definitely have been a policewoman; I think they have an interesting time of it. Of course the way we portray the job is heightened and I’m sure in the normal way of things officers would only get to investigate the sort of cases we deal with in the Identity Unit a few times in their careers rather than every week so maybe I have a peculiar slant on the life of a policewoman.  I’m sure there is a lot more pen pushing than we think but the basic investigating skills seem appealing to me.  So yes maybe the police force or even a spy…”

Keeley’s character DSI Martha Lawson heads up the Identity Unit; a position she has worked hard to achieve.  Says Keeley: “It has taken a lot of time and effort for Martha to gather her unit together. They’re all talented operatives in their own areas but she’s a born team leader.  And while they don’t all always get on famously they do unite behind her: she sparks loyalty in the team even though sometimes they doubt her judgement, mainly on the question of John Bloom.

“The Unit is Martha’s baby and the buck stops with her at every turn – she has to navigate the politics of the Force.  She has risked a lot to set up this unit, she’s taken over parts of other units and people have lost their jobs as the lines are blurry about what areas the Identity Unit covers so her neck is on the line every day. Generally it works very well.

“In appointing DI John Bloom, played by Aidan Gillen, Martha knows she took a gamble.  She doesn’t want to tame him and yet neither can she let him destroy what she’s so painstakingly created.” Keeley continues: “Martha is a tough, committed investigator but whereas Bloom’s out-of-office life is a power keg of dangerous activity, Martha has no life beyond work something which begins to gnaw away at her sense of self and fuels her fascination with Bloom.  
“She respects Bloom hugely but she does let him get away with murder because she knows what he’s capable of; his instincts are brilliant and he generally gets his man. She’s learnt to trust his intelligence but he definitely gets away with more than anyone else would.  Not turning up for days on end, switching off his mobile – anyone else would get the chop.”

Explaining her interest in the role Keeley says: “When I took this job it struck me as bizarre that there is no real Identity Unit.  Identity theft is something we hear about every day on the news or from friends.  A group of us sat about discussing this issue and there wasn’t a person present who hadn’t been affected by it in one way or another. Police dramas are ever so popular but this is such a fresh take on the genre. It’s genius in its inception.

“I myself have been affected at the most basic level. I’ve been called by the fraud department of my bank asking if I’m in Spain as someone has stolen my details and is spending willy-nilly across the Costa Brava.

“Another time someone stole a credit card while working in my home and got away with using it for two months.  But this is the way we live now; the way we have to live. We all use the internet and various cards on a day-to-day basis so it is bound to happen to us all at some time or another.”

Keeley is pleased to have had the chance to portray two very different women in the police force. “Both Alex Drake, in Ashes to Ashes, and Martha Lawson are strong women - in the jobs they do they have to be - but that is where the similarities between them stop. That’s why I chose to take on the role of Martha as they are both in completely different worlds playing by different rules. Drake is constantly in a life threatening position, Martha’s situation is less dramatic.  That’s the great thing about what I do, you get to inhabit such different worlds.

“The way they operate with the men in their lives is completely different too. For each of them the relationship with the man they work closest with is central to their story but while they are in a similar position they have totally different ways of dealing with it.

“And what great characters to play opposite – John Bloom and Gene Hunt. Aidan Gillen has really raised the bar as far as I’m concerned.  He’s been a joy to work with.”

Praising IDENTITY creator and writer, Ed Whitmore, Keeley concludes: “Ed’s writing is brilliant.  There hasn’t been a single unsayable speech in the whole drama.  His speech is so easy to learn and that is always the giveaway, if it flows and you can remember it easily, it’s good. I was learning a scene with Matthew and he said ‘this is really well written’. That’s why I took the role…”
Holly Aird is Tessa Stein

Holly Aird admits she wouldn't make it in the same profession as Tessa Stein, her on screen character in Identity because computers just aren't her thing.

"Tessa is very bright and an absolute whiz with all things technical unlike me.  I can get my emails and internet shop but that's about it”, explains Holly.

"I think Tessa is great.  She was a bit of rock chick in the past; definitely had a wild side.  But now she has an important job, she's a single mum but what I love about her most is that she is outspoken and funny.  She isn't afraid to speak her mind, while always being professional of course.  She doesn't care what other people think and I think the team needs her more than she needs them which creates the right balance for her.  She's the brains of the outfit.  At the same time Tessa has a real sense of humour and in a very serious world she adds a much needed bit of light relief to the team.

"Tessa is a strong person with strong views on politics and the world.  She is bordering on being a bit of a workplace rebel but she always does what she is told, while remaining true to herself."

So how does Tessa interact with the rest of the team?

"She doesn't always conform to Martha's point of view and doesn't always agree with what Martha believes but she always does what Martha asks. She makes her views known but she is loyal. 

"As far as Bloom goes, it is nothing more than harmless flirtation. Because in the past Tessa succumbed to her naughtier side I think Bloom appeals to her. He doesn't conform; he does exactly what he thinks he should do.  She admires him but it's nothing deeper than that."

Holly admires the type of women she has recently been portraying on television.

"I do like playing strong women and there is a lot that women can be proud of; strong women who hold their own destiny in their hands and have a real go get it attitude. I know I certainly do.  We work, we're mums we're pretty god damn cool really.

"One of the things that is changing is the recognition that women in their forties, who were once relegated to the actors’ graveyard, are getting.  I never understood why there weren't more roles available for a group of people breaking free of whatever has held them back until that point when they really find their feet and discover what life is all about. Thankfully drama series like the Mistresses are changing all that.  I know I've enjoyed watching the pain and triumph we've all experienced."

Holly explains that it was the subject matter as well as the role that drew her to the project.

"I was a bit bored of the endless hospital and police dramas, we all love them but I'd had enough.  However Identity is so prevalent in society and has never been done on TV.  It is really frightening that somebody can literally take on your whole life.

"I've had people break into my bank account and take money out but nothing worse.  But then I have had a shredder for years and am totally anal about getting rid of anything with my address on."

Shaun Parkes is DS Anthony Wareing

Shaun Parkes had a very different background to his on-screen character in the new series of IDENTITY. 

“I think Anthony Wareing’s parents had very definite ideas about what they wanted him to become.  They wanted to try and shape his future whereas my parents were just happy for me to be myself.  They let me become who I wanted to be,” explains Shaun.

“I think his parents are good people and very Christian. But they’re of the mind, ‘we’re spending money on you, we put you in a good school, you’d better not mess around’. I think Anthony is one of these guys who, when he was younger, might have been pushed to do well for all kinds of reasons. I guessed that as a kid he probably suffered a bit of racism and so when he got older he thought, ‘right I’m going to prove to everyone that I can be the best and I’m going to make something of myself’. He’s most likely been inspired by various people along the way who shaped his ideals. And he has decided to put all his energies into becoming a bit of a spokesman. I think he sees himself in a few years being the guy who people go to get advice on things.”

Talking about his character as part of the Identity Unit Shaun says: “People’s strengths come with confidence and understanding; knowledge of themselves and having a good sense of right and wrong while never compromising those beliefs.  I think the point is, strength in leadership, leadership qualities, come with that and while Anthony is loyal to his boss DSI Martha Lawson (played by Keeley Hawes) he doesn’t agree with the leniency she shows towards Bloom.

“He doesn’t trust Bloom and he doesn’t trust his fair-weather way of dealing with things; coming in late, not keeping in touch with his team, and getting away with it. Strength in leadership is what Anthony aspires to.”

In 2009 Shaun played another high profile cop in the BBC’s Moses Jones.
He says: “They are two very different men who have totally different policing methods. I think Moses Jones works a lot with his instincts and his heart and had a sense of right and wrong but also saw the grey areas between the lines.  He has a more emotional approach although personally Moses Jones is a loner. Whereas Anthony is married, he’s got kids, and I think he wants to be part of the team.  He wants to be able to trust the people around him because he knows he can’t do it by himself and I don’t think he’s particularly gunning for anyone but certainly if anyone in the unit isn’t pulling their weight he’s definitely going to say something.  He doesn’t believe in letting things slide.”
Shaun admits he took the role in IDENTITY because it struck him as a fresh take on the police genre.
He says: “I said I’m not doing any more police or hospital dramas, I’d had enough and promptly did Harley Street, Moses Jones and now Identity!  But I’m really happy to have been a part of those dramas. Moses Jones obviously but equally Harley Street because again they were trying to do something different and that’s what I like.  I like the innovation, I like people who do something that goes against the grain, that’s never been done before.  And that was the appeal of Identity.”

But although Shaun says he would never have joined the police force, he claims: “In a different life I probably would have joined the army…I didn’t have any discipline in my life once I reached a certain age and I wanted to know how to fight.  I knew I needed discipline because I had absolutely nothing to do and was hanging around with a gang of people who all thought ‘this is the life, this is what we do and its great’ and they had a lot of fun but essentially I always knew there was something more for me out there. Luckily my acting teachers at school pointed me in the right direction, got application forms for drama school and helped me audition for the college I went to…”

So has Shaun been the victim of identity crime? 

“I keep everything for years and years in endless files so they’d have to be very patient criminals!”

Elyes Gabel is DC José Rodriguez

Elyes Gabel has played a teacher, a doctor and is now upholding the law as DC José Rodriguez in IDENTITY.   

So why is he so often cast as responsible figures of authority? “Maybe there is something about my character that shines through?” laughs Elyes.  “I’ve had the chance to play some really brilliant roles but I do also play the seedy guy sometimes too.  I really respect the people that take on these vocational jobs because by and large they don’t get the credit or the respect that a lot of them deserve and we are just out there pretending to be them and do what they do.”

Talking about his character Elyes says: “José is not as experienced as the other members of the team.  He is still forming his own views on things; there are scenes when you see he changes his attitude on issues.  It’s all part of the learning process. There are a few times when he takes the moral high ground and this is where he needs his fellow team members, those with more experience, to guide him in the right direction.  He definitely has the right building blocks, the humanity to make a good Copper.”

Elyes continues: “José is very interested in the job and excited about the work they do in the unit.  He wants to do well and not let his colleagues down.  As a consequence he can be much more positive about things than the others.  He has a sensitive quality to him, he possesses a humanity that helps him see things from the point of view of others which gives him a real insight into the job.

“Being the youngest member of the team has made him quicker to develop and apply himself and it has equipped him with a certain armoury to deal with the conflict. He has a desire to get ahead; he’s chomping at the bit to get on but not at any price. He isn’t prepared to compromise his ethics or beliefs and is very much of the view that if he doesn’t like the way things are going he simply wouldn’t put up with it.

“I think he has a lot of drive. In terms of ambition I think he is very content in where he is in his life. He goes out and has fun with his friends but that doesn’t mean he lessens the amount of effort he puts into his work.”

Elyes reveals that working out a back story for his characters is a big part of the job for him.  He explains: “For me it is essential to come up with a background for your character while at the same time talking to the director and having rehearsals to get it straight and focused. When you start shooting you are talking about the concept so it is really the actor’s responsibility to have their back story ready.

“I think family forms most of José’s back story and I feel that this was very important in guiding him to join the Force. He has sisters and he is the apple of their eyes.  I think something happened whilst he was growing up and because of that he developed a bit more maturity. Going on to the police force after university, he still stayed in touch with his family and they are important to him. He is definitely known in the area he lives in and grew up in, he will always talk to people whether he knows them or not. Going into the police force, from his end, was a very truthful and positive thing.”

Another major part of Elyes life is music.  He says: “It is one of the things that I really enjoy, where I can just be myself. That is definitely something I will be spending a lot of time on, and whether it becomes commercial or not it is something I love doing. I play the guitar and I write songs. My type of music is kind of gypsy folk music. It is funky and raw and a little bit racy. 

“I’m really happy performing in front of people. There is a disparity between being myself and playing to people and I think there is a reason for that and that is what I enjoy.  I’m planning to release an LP with a friend and I also have my own music that I do so I’ll just see where it takes me. Music is one of those you can just get involved in and it is something we have not fully realised. It is much harder to get into than acting, you can make the music but getting it out to people to listen to is the hard part of it.”

SYNOPSES
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Episode One: Second Life

Justin Curtis (John Hopkins) has shot a PC who wanted to arrest him for the hit and run of Audrey Byrne (Dorothy Duff). Curtis claims he has been set up by ‘Smith’, a sadistic identity thief intent on destroying his life. The Identity Unit prove that Curtis couldn’t have committed the crime. The team go back over all the cases of wholesale identity fraud over the last few years and two more similar cases emerge. Bloom (Aidan Gillen) is convinced that ‘Smith’ is punishing his victims for playing away from home. Bloom knows that Curtis has a secret life – as soon as Bloom persuades him to spill, he uncovers the real identity of ‘Smith’. Martha (Keeley Hawes) and Bloom have him in their sights – will they catch him or will he outwit them once more?

Episode Two: Chelsea Girl

The Identity Unit are investigating the murder of British Olivia Knighton (Laura Aikman) in Australia. Hours after her death, records showed another woman using her passport to enter the UK. A game of cat and mouse ensues but the impostor Jane Calshaw (Joanne Froggatt) remains one step ahead. Once Bloom (Aidan Gillen) realises they are dealing with someone fulfilling a psychological need rooted in childhood, he knows they have to find Jane’s dad in order to work out what she’s got planned. Eventually Bloom has to pull out all the stops to get Jane to confess what she’s done to her father’s new fiancé. He gets the result but the rest of the team are left unsettled by his methods – especially Anthony (Shaun Parkes)…

Episode Three: Pariah

Amy Quilan (Sarah Smart) is on the witness protection scheme after she was convicted of helping her husband Brian (Ian Dunn) kidnap Lucy Sinclair ten years ago – a kidnap that resulted in Brian being convicted for the little girl’s murder. When her true identity is revealed on a blog, the Identity Unit are called in to help protect her. When Bloom’s secret life as Brendan calls for him to leave the safe house to deal with his lover Adile’s brother all hell breaks lose when Amy’s son Sam (Harrison Edwards) is abducted on Bloom’s watch. The Identity Unit have to work out a way of meeting the kidnapper’s ransom demand – and that means finding out one way or another where Brian buried Lucy. But Bloom (Aidan Gillen) can’t help feeling that Amy is holding something back. When he witnesses her reunion with Sam, Bloom’s convinced that she’s really not as innocent as she claims. His hunch pays off when the team follow her and find out that she planned the whole abduction in order to get the money.
 
Episode four: Reparation

Bansi Dutta (Ramon Tikaram) is about to buy a UK company and the British government are very keen to see the deal done. When Bansi’s dentist claims an impostor has taken Bansi’s place the Identity Unit are asked to surreptitiously get a DNA swab to prove that Bansi is the real Bansi in order that the government doesn’t give £50 million to an imposter. Bloom (Aidan Gillan) has to work undercover to get a swab – but Bansi is ill, reclusive and highly protected. When Bloom finds the ‘real’ Bansi imprisoned, Bansi’s nurse stymies him – Jamilla (Shivani Ghai) knows what’s in the boot of Bloom’s car – the dead body of Atif (Youssef Kerkour). If he blows their cover, she’ll blow his. Bloom’s got to work out what’s more important – saving his own skin or doing his job properly?
 
 
Episode five: Somewhere They Can’t Find Me

When Miriam Brolin’s (Jenny Seagrove) DNA matches that of wanted criminal Nadia – a revolutionary turned terrorist who’s been on the run for 25 years – the Identity Unit’s job is to get her to confess to being an accomplice to a murder of an innocent bystander that her fellow comrade Marco Robson (Clive Russell) was convicted of. Miriam and Marco abscond together and help comes in the form of DCS Robert Thacker (Tom Mannion) – the original investigator on the case. Soon he’s forced to reveal that before Miram was ‘Nadia’ she was ‘Sandra’, an undercover officer infiltrating the terrorist group for Thacker. Eventually it transpires that Marco didn’t kill the bystander, it was Sandra – and Thacker made sure that Marco took the wrap for it. Miriam’s intention was to clear Marco’s name but she will stop at nothing to make sure Thacker doesn’t blow her cover to Marco…
 
Episode six: Tomorrow Comes Early

It’s the worst day of Bloom’s life. The Identity Unit have had an anonymous tip off to the location of Atif’s body. Anthony (Shaun Parkes) followed Bloom (Aidan Gillen) and saw the whole thing and he’s intent on making Bloom quit. Bloom soon catches on that Anthony’s knows something – but when Adile (Agni Scott) is brought in to the unit for an interview, Bloom sees that he has no choice but to resign. His ‘other’ life comes back to haunt him in the worst way when Martha (Keeley Hawes) is abducted by Halit (Ken Bones), Adile’s father. Martha manages to somehow get through to Bloom that he’s got to stop living a lie and he is forced to decide between his love of Adile and being John Bloom, full time…
 
The above synopses are published in the press pack for forward planning purposes only. Please do not reproduce entirely and do not publish the end of the story. Many thanks
PRODUCTION CREDITS 

Executive Producer & Writer (episode 1, 2, 3 &6)
Ed Whitmore  

Executive Producer
Kate Bartlett

Writer (episodes 4 & 5)
Edward Bennett 

Producer
Lachlan MacKinnon 
Director (episodes 1, 2 & 3)
Brendan Maher

Director (episodes 4, 5 & 6)
Andy Hay

Director of Photography
Jan Jonaeus

Editor (episodes 1, 2 & 3) 
Victoria Boydell

Editor (episodes 4, 5 & 6)
Adam Trotman

Production Designer
Candida Otton 

Make Up and Hair Designer
Angie Mudge

Costume Designers
Jo Thompson


Michael Johnson 

Script Editor
Siobhan Finnigan 

22

[image: image2.jpg]