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KEVIN WHATELY AND ROBSON GREEN SIGN UP TO A BRAND NEW WARTIME DRAMA 

FROM ALAN PLATER 

KEVIN WHATELY (Lewis, The Children) leads the cast as shipyard worker Joe Maddison. Written by multi-awarding winning writer Alan Plater (The Last of The British Bombshells, A Very British Coup), produced by Mammoth Screen, and commissioned by ITV, the 1 x 120 min drama  was filmed on location in Newcastle.

Whately stars alongside, ROBSON GREEN (Wire In The Blood, Northern Lights), DEREK JACOBI (The Old Curiosity Shop, Cadfael), MELANIE HILL (Stardust, The Street), TREVOR FOX (Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason, Emmerdale), and JOHN WOODVINE (Vanity Fair, Z Cars). 

Set in Newcastle in 1939, Joe Maddison’s War features shipyard worker Joe (Kevin Whately) who feels emasculated and past his prime; too old to serve in the war, and he’s shocked when his wife leaves him for a younger naval officer. Needing a new challenge, Joe and his friend Harry (Robson Green) reluctantly volunteer to join the Home Guard. A decision which leads Joe on a journey of self discovery, learning lessons of heroism and friendship, and also love... 

A recipient of the Dennis Potter BAFTA Award in 2005, the late Alan Plater, explained why Joe Maddison’s War is a drama project that meant so much to him:

“My family background is strictly Tyneside – the earlier generations worked in and around the shipyards, my favourite uncle was in the Home Guard, and my head is still full of family anecdotes from the period.”

He added: “Joe Maddison’s War splices three elements: solid historical research (the Home Guard in the North-East was one of the few to engage in direct contact with the enemy, mainly anti-aircraft and rocket batteries): half-remembered family folklore and gossip: and a lot of simple old–fashioned invention. Add them together and it’s a love letter to a remarkable generation of ordinary folk – the good, the bad and the gorblimey – who proved their amazing ability to be extraordinary and heroic. I owe them everything.” 

Alan’s credits go back almost half a century and include: "Z Cars", "The Beiderbecke Affair", “Fortunes of War", “A Very British Coup” and “The Last of the Blonde Bombshells”.

Joe Maddison’s War has been commissioned for ITV by Drama Commissioners Laura Mackie and Sally Haynes.

“Alan very sadly passed away in June and this is a very fitting tribute to his memory and a personal piece for ITV,” said Sally. “It’s a poignant and witty script and it’s fantastic to bring Kevin and Robson together onscreen for the first time.”  

Joe Maddison’s War is set in Newcastle and was executive produced by Michele Buck and Damien Timmer and produced by Howard Ella. 

“Joe Maddison's War is a beautiful script, full of comedy, sadness and joy - it's Alan Plater at the top of his game.” added Damien.

Press Contact:

Tim West 020 7157 3040 or tim.west@itv.com 

Picture Contact:

Pat Smith 020 7157 3044 or patrick.smith@itv.com
Kevin Whately plays Joe Maddison
Kevin Whately plays nice guy Joe Maddison and the actor says his character’s dependable and easy-going nature suits him just fine. “I’ve always played the boy-next-door. I can’t play flash. I can’t carry it off and I don’t try,” he explains. 

“Even before television, on stage I was always the best friend. I wouldn’t be Romeo, I’d be Benvolio. I’ve played a few villains and they are nice for one offs, but I wouldn’t want to play one in a series. Everyman parts are the ones I seem to get. I don’t know why and I’m not sure I want to know! I’ve never had a matinee idol look and I’ve never had any sense of fashion, so I tend to be ordinary and play ordinary, which suits me. Joe Maddison is a perfect example. He’s a grafter with a strong moral sense and he’s brave. I admire him a lot. There’s an old-fashioned honesty and generosity about him.”

Kevin was delighted to be back in his native North East for filming, which proved a family affair, with his wife Madelaine Newton also appearing in the drama. “She plays Jenny Barlow, the local gossip, so we had a flat in the middle of Newcastle while we were filming,” Kevin explains. “We had two or three scenes together. She runs the chip shop, so I go in and out. We haven’t acted together for a long time. We met in a stage play in Newcastle. She played the lead in that and I had a little walk-on role. We also did a kid’s series together and she was with me in the second series of Auf Wiedersehen Pet.”

To research for the role of Joe, Kevin watched several documentaries set in the 1930s, as well as reading up on the lives of World War One platoon soldiers. And he also knew a little about the time from his own family – his father was in the navy during the war and his uncle in the army. “My Dad was on North Atlantic convoys,” he says. “And my wife’s dad was a merchant engineer during the war and was sunk three times and torpedoed twice. But like a lot of people who lived through it, they just didn’t talk about it.

“That’s one of the things we try to show in Joe Maddison’s War. Both Joe and Harry bottle it all up and only occasionally talk about it. It was a different time. The realities of the war were hidden from people. Looking back it’s difficult not to think they were naïve in going to war, but then people are the same now. We get very nationalistic when anything springs up. But mainly when I look back at that time I just feel sorry for the kids who were in the trenches.

“Joe is a veteran of the First World War and it’s affected him very badly. His spirit died somewhere in 1917. He met his friend Harry in the war and Harry looks out for him quite a lot. Now it’s 1940 and Joe basically feels he’s too old. He’s too old to fight in the Second World War, his children are grown up and leaving home and then his wife leaves him. It all makes him feel his life is behind him.”

Kevin had never worked with Robson Green or Trevor Fox before, but said the camaraderie amongst the almost entirely Geordie cast was “absolutely fantastic.” “Robson and Trevor have known each other for years and Trevor is hysterical,” Kevin smiles. “On screen Robson and I can’t get our punch lines in, because when Trevor’s setting up a gag on screen he just makes us howl with laughter; he’s an under-rated actor. We’ve completely wrecked shots because we’ve giggled right through them.”

The drama also sees Kevin reunited with Melanie Hill, who he worked with in the mid 1980s on Auf Wiedersehen Pet, when she played the wife of Timothy Spall’s character Barry in the first two series. In Joe Maddison’s War she plays pretty local widow Selina. Her husband was killed at Dunkirk and when Harry match-makes her with Joe at a dance, Joe is persuaded by Harry to walk her home afterwards. Kevin says: “Neither of them is looking for love, but he walks her home after a dance and an air raid begins so she takes him in. He suggests they go to the bomb shelter and she says no. She says that if she runs away every time there’s an air raid then Hitler’s won. And at that point he starts to admire her spirit. She’s very sweet and canny.”

Kevin now lives in Buckinghamshire and he admits filming in the North East made him feel slightly nostalgic. “The best times are a frosty morning somewhere and you find a lovely view. The great thing about Joe Maddison’s War is we’ve had fantastic locations – a lot of them places I haven’t seen for 40 years – and I love being outdoors. I don’t like being inside or in studios. Anywhere in the fresh air is a bonus for me.”

Filming in the area also brought back memories of Kevin’s big break into television, playing Neville Hope in the 1980s comedy series Auf Wiedersehen Pet, following the fortunes of a group of Geordie builders as they try their hand in Germany. The series also launched the careers of Tim Healy, Jimmy Nail and Timothy Spall. “I owe everything to that show really,” Kevin acknowledges. “We were all unknown and there was a real chemistry between us. We were – and still are – like a band of brothers. We’re still in touch with each other. Auf Wiedersehen Pet led directly to Morse and everything else really.”

One direction his career almost took was that of children’s TV presenter after he was offered a job on Blue Peter, but at the 11th hour Kevin decided to turn it down to concentrate on acting instead. “It was about 1980 and I did a whole day for them. The Editor Biddy Baxter had me in her offices afterwards and she said it was one of the best auditions they’d ever had for it. She said they were going to offer me the job, but she didn’t want me to say anything. She said: ‘I want you to go home and sleep on it, because if you do this your acting career will disappear, I promise. So you need to decide whether you want to act.’ I knew before I got to the tube station that I didn’t want to do it and I phoned her up. The theatricality and variety of the job did appeal to me, but I’ve never regretted it.”

As for the future, Kevin says he is happy to continue featuring in one-off dramas, as well as filming the popular police series Lewis. And while he was thrilled to have the part of Joe Maddison specially written for him by Alan Plater, he says there is no magic formula to choosing successful roles. “Because I’m tied in to Lewis, I’m not fielding offers every ten minutes so much now, but in 30-plus years, I’ve pretty much taken the first job I’m offered. There’s always something enjoyable in every role.”

And the 59 year-old actor, who has two grown-up children and a granddaughter, three year-old Ivy, admits he doesn’t try and work all the year round anyway. “I like to spend time with the family. I’m a professional childminder to Ivy three or four days a week! I love being a granddad, but I’ve not played a granddad yet. However, originally in the Colin Dexter books, Lewis was a 60 year-old grandfather, so I’m getting perilously close to that now!”

Robson Green plays Harry Crawford
Robson Green admits he didn’t even read the script before deciding to accept the role of Harry in Joe Maddison’s War. Once he realised it was the work of award-winning writer Alan Plater he immediately agreed to take part before knowing any more about the film.

“They said to me that it was an Alan Plater script and I said: ‘I’ll do it, no problem,’” Robson explains. “It’s a no-brainer doing an Alan Plater script – his work speaks for itself. He’s a wonderful writer and I didn’t even read the script. One of my very first experiences in theatre was being involved in an Alan Plater play called Where’s My Old Friend Bing Crosby Tonight? I was only 18 at the time, but I still remember it well. To have the opportunity to work with him again has been fantastic. And with Kevin Whately and Sir Derek Jacobi involved it’s an absolute incredible bonus.”

As one of Britain’s most successful actors, Robson’s busy TV career has seen him dashing off to film in no less than 14 different countries in the past four months, but he admits that filming Joe Maddison’s War, with its World War Two setting, has made him hark back to a time when life was much simpler.

“It’s an era I wish I’d grown up in because everyone lived life to the full because they didn’t know what would happen tomorrow or the next day, so they lived from moment to moment,” he says. “I quite like that notion. Everything was spontaneous.  There was also a definite sense of community and togetherness and worth and root and true patriotism. People were very proud of their country and what it stood for.”

The drama will be the first time Robson has not worn stage make-up in his entire acting career. The Director decided that no cast members should have make-up in order to make it appear more real. It was a decision that was fully supported by Robson, who also researched the specific accents of the North East in the 1940s to ensure he sounded right for the period. “They had a different delivery in those days,” he explains. “Their voices were deeper and sounded much more direct and deliberate. So I changed the way I spoke, but then the Director accused me of sounding Welsh! Even though I’m from the North East he thought my accent had completely disappeared!”

In Joe Maddison’s War, Robson plays the part of World War One veteran Harry, a slightly cynical and rebellious character, and it is a part he identifies with. “Harry saw death and destruction on the Somme and thought there’d be some sort of reward at the end of it. Instead of which he’s spent his whole life at work, being ordered about by cocky little sods that have no idea what they’re talking about. He always rebels against authority and he doesn’t like fake sincerity or liars.

“He doesn’t suffer fools easily and neither do I. He rebels against authority and I’m a bit like that. I dislike people who self promote. I don’t like the sort of people who run golf clubs and what they represent – who do they think they are with their President’s parking spaces?”

The film has given Robson the utmost respect for the veterans of both World Wars. “They were called heroes but they came back to poverty and rejection and they were left on the scrap heap to suffer,” he says. “It’s a time we should never forget and we should never forget those who gave their lives for our freedom.”

Despite the sombre background of World War Two, the film has many lighter moments. A reluctant Harry is persuaded to sign up for the Home Guard by his friend Eddie. The local branch is led by Major Simpson, the chemist, who Harry finds unbearably pompous, which leads to many clashes between the pair.

Robson says: “The Director said to me: ‘This is not Dad’s Army.’ But there is an underlying homage to Dad’s Army – we’re crawling over turnip fields pretending to look for submarines and there’s one scene where we arrest a statue that we think is a German solider. And I loved Dad’s Army; it was wonderful. It doesn’t tire and my son Taylor watches it – he knows all the words to Who Do You Think You Are Kidding Mr Hitler. There was pathos and humour and camaraderie in Dad’s Army, just like Joe Maddison’s War.”

The film reunites Robson with Trevor Fox (Eddie) who he has known since they were teenagers together in youth theatre in the North East. But surprisingly it is the first time he has ever appeared alongside Kevin Whately. “Incredibly we have never worked together,” Robson says. “We see each other and we both suffer in silence at St James’ Park watching Newcastle United, so it’s a lovely privilege to work with him finally. There was an instant camaraderie as soon as I arrived on the set. Kevin is lovely and he’s the captain of the ship and a very good one. Trevor Fox I’ve grown up with and he’s a joy to be with too and what a privilege to work with Derek Jacobi.”

Robson grew up in a small mining village in North Tyneside. After school he spent two year working in the shipyards, before deciding to try his hand professionally at acting. He now lives with his family in Surrey, but he still maintains a home in the North East and was delighted to return there for the four weeks of filming Joe Maddison’s War.

“It’s always wonderful when – during your time filming – you can see your brothers and sisters and your Mum,” he explains. “It’s just fabulous and I love being here; it’s completely different. I’m always relaxed in the North East and I feel very comfortable. It’s where I belong; its home. It’s my roots and my sense of identity – it means everything to me.”

Joe Maddison’s War features Robson’s singing – bringing back memories of his screen singing debut in Soldier Soldier in the early 1990s. After singing Unchained Melody in that series, he was spotted by Simon Cowell and he and co-star Jerome Flynn went on to have a successful singing career, including three Number 1 hits.

“In Joe Maddison’s War I open the show with One Morning In May and end it with Jeepers Creepers and I play the bugle in this, as well as the harmonica and the piano,” Robson says. “Can I play all those instruments? No! I can play the harmonica, and the others I pretend.”

It has been a busy year for Robson. As well as Joe Maddison’s War, he has also filmed a new series of his fishing show Extreme Fishing World Tour, in which he travelled 60,000 miles in four months. He is also working on a new drama as yet unnamed and another fishing documentary and then he’s off to live in the States for several months. “Just for a while to see what happens,” he explains. “My agent says it’s the right time to go over there and try it out and see what happens. I’ve worked in America before, but I have an agent over there now and he seems to have got me a couple of jobs, including four episodes of a very popular series. I’ll do that and see what else works out. I just love working. I’ve been doing this job for 24 years and long may it continue.”

Trevor Fox plays Eddie Turnbull

Trevor Fox had no problem creating the camaraderie and friendly banter between his character Eddie and his close friend Harry, played by Robson Green. For Trevor and Robson have actually been friends off screen for almost 30 years – having first met as teenagers in Newcastle. “It’s been the most laid-back television programme I’ve ever been involved in; we’ve been constantly laughing. I’ve known Robson since I was 16 and we appeared in youth theatre together. He’s charming and wonderful – a really nice guy.”

The duo have appeared on television together before, in Touching Evil, Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Close and True and their close-knit friendship shines through in Joe Maddison’s War. “Joe and Harry are best buddies and Eddie is kind of the sidekick mate,” Trevor explains. “He’s in and around whenever they’re doing things, but whenever Joe or Harry has a heart-to-heart it’s with one another. You often get that in groups – someone who is the joker – but they are all really supportive and look out for each other.”

Trevor, 45, was born and bred on Tyneside and as a member of the city’s Live Theatre Company has appeared in several previous Alan Plater productions. So he was delighted to be offered a part in Joe Maddison’s War and says that having been a member of the Labour Party himself for many years, and also a trade unionist, helped him understand the world that Eddie inhabits.  Eddie is a bit of a comedian and he hasn’t got a girlfriend, but he’s also a pillar of the community. He’s a left-wing trade union leader with a strong sense of community, who works in the shipyard alongside Joe and Harry. He organises the dances and he’s the first one to sign up for the Home Guard and he coerces the other two boys into joining.

“Eddie is very political, so he thinks it’s very important to fight fascism. He didn’t fight in the First World War – he was a little bit too young - and he’s missed out fighting in the Second World War because he’s a little bit too old. The other guys are quite cynical about it, because they’ve actually fought in wars, but Eddie sees the Home Guard as very important.”

The drama has given Trevor the utmost respect for the work of the Home Guard during World War Two. “Life was undoubtedly harder back then,” he acknowledges. “I doubt somebody of Eddie’s generation and background – a working class guy - would have ended up an actor, like I have.”  Trevor, who still lives in Newcastle, has been working since 1992, and his television credits include Emmerdale, Northern Lights and Our Friends in the North. In his younger days he was in the popular children’s drama Byker Grove. “I was in it a few times, but I was too old to be a kid, so I was two different parents and two different policemen.” He also appeared in the West End production and the film of Billy Elliot and played Bridget’s camp hairdresser in the movie Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason. “I’ve had one scene in a lot of films,” he smiles. “I’m just a jobbing actor and I play anything!”

Trevor is now working on a theatre production called The Pitmen Painters, about a group of miners from the North East who became successful artists in the 1930s. It has already been shown at the National Theatre in London and in the autumn will transfer to New York’s Broadway for five months.

Melanie Hill plays Selina Rutherford
Melanie Hill was delighted when she heard that Joe Maddison’s War was set in the 1940s. A big fan of the burlesque performer Dita Von Teese, she imagined that her outfits for the drama would feature high-end vintage fashion and lots of glamorous make-up. So it was something of a shock when she discovered that war-time austerity was to be a big feature of the film.

“When I heard it was going to be set in the 1940s I was thrilled,” Melanie recalls. “One of my favourite people in the world is Dita Von Teese and I thought it was going to be all 1940s glamour. When I got there they said there was going to be no make-up at all – we were going to show the pure honesty of these characters. It’s the war and at most you might be allowed a bit of beetroot stain on your lips. That was quite terrifying and I thought: ‘oh my God.’ Especially at my age when you’re getting on and also for the part – my character is quite vulnerable and falling in love with someone - so that was quite daunting.”

Melanie plays Selina who gradually falls in love with Joe Maddison after meeting him at a dance after his wife has left him. “She has just lost her husband but she’s a strong woman and just carries on. It’s that Blitz mentality – everyone pulling together. The British during the Second World War didn’t roll over, they fought back and I think that’s ultimately what won the war.

“Selina is very warm and quite lonely really and when she and Joe meet they form a strong bond of friendship. He’s quite vulnerable at the time and it develops from there. When his wife returns, Selina doesn’t fight or cause trouble. She walks away and says that Joe has got to make a choice. It’s his own private war and he has to decide who he’s going to be with and what he’s going to do. With a Catholic background there is a lot of pressure to take his wife back, but he actually steps out of the box because he realises he’s fallen in love with Selina.”

A friend of Madelaine Newton, the actress wife of Kevin Whately, Melanie was recommended for the part by none other than Kevin himself. “I’d worked with him on Auf Wiedersehen Pet,” she explains. “I went along and met the Director and Producer and auditioned for them. The minute I read it I really wanted the part because it was all set where I come from in the North East. I love going home to work and I’ve also got a real thing about history. I suppose I’ve got a bit of a romantic view about it really. I think life was a lot nicer back then. I know realistically it wasn’t, but it was a lot simpler.

“I lived with my grandparents when I was growing up and I always go back to their street when I go back to Sunderland. Once I actually asked the owners if I could sit in their back garden. They thought I was a complete nutter but they said ok so I just sat there and reminisced really, which was lovely. I get locked in the past and the minute I put the costumes on in Joe Maddison’s War I was just so happy. It was one of those jobs that rarely come along, where you just think: ‘please give me this.’”

Melanie also knew Robson Green, having worked with him in his first TV job back in 1989 in A Night on the Tyne. She also appeared with him in an episode of Close and True. “Both Robson and Kevin are amazing actors,” she says. “I love working with actors who give 110 per cent because it makes your job a lot easier. There were no egos flying about.”

Melanie, 48, who lives in North London and has two daughters Lorna, 22, and Molly, 18, says she hopes Joe Maddison’s War will be the sort of drama that appeals to all ages and will be watched by families together. “It’s a shame that when I was at school the history lessons were all about Roman Emperors and Henry VIII; it would have been nice to learn a bit more about modern history, such as this period,” she says. “Kids nowadays just don’t know anything about it. They don’t know the sacrifices that people made; I don’t think there’s much respect for older people and that’s sad.”

Derek Jacobi plays Major Simpson

If viewers are reminded of Dad’s Army’s Captain Mainwaring as they watch Derek Jacobi’s portrayal of pompous Major Simpson then it will not be entirely accidental, the veteran actor admits. “I loved Dad’s Army and Captain Mainwaring was certainly at the back of my mind while I was playing Major Simpson. I hope he didn’t come out too much in the performance!” Derek laughs.

Major Simpson is the chemist who runs the local branch of the Home Guard and it’s his thankless task to keep Harry, Joe and Trevor in line. “He’s a very new character for me to do and working with those two lovely fellas (Kevin and Robson) I had a ball,” he adds. “I’d never worked with them before; I’d only seen them on the telly. But it was lovely and we got on very well indeed.  

Harry is a real Jack-the-lad and provokes Major Simpson throughout the piece. He actually rather likes Joe, but because Joe links up with Harry he comes down rather hard on them both. And since he’s in charge he makes life as hard as possible for them. He’s not a very attractive character; I don’t know why I played him!”  Meanwhile Major Simpson, it emerges, is not all that he seems. “He lies about his war past,” Derek says. “He pretends that he was an officer in World War One and he wasn’t at all; he was actually in a military hospital. He likes to make himself seem a little better, a little braver and a little classier than everyone else. It’s all a sham really.”

Aged, 71, Derek has personal memories of the period. His own father was a World War Two soldier and Derek has a soft-spot for all the characters involved. “We owe that generation our lives,” he says simply. “We might have a German Prime Minister without them. I often think of my father and his friends who lived through two World Wars. They were middle-aged by the time it all stopped – we owe them so much.”

Derek himself was six when the war ended. “I was brought up in East London and I can vividly remember the sound of the bombs and the Doodlebugs. You didn’t know where the bombs were landing and that was quite frightening. I remember once being sent to the shop to get something and a bomb fell on the local bus station. When we got back home the windows of my aunt’s house had all been blown out.  “We had a shelter built in the garden and I can remember being taken out of bed and wrapped up and hurried down to the shelter. My grandparents lived with us for some time in the war and the shelter would get quite crowded.”

Derek, who was knighted in 1994, is one of the country’s most acclaimed actors. His CV speaks for itself with memorable roles in I, Claudius, Cadfael, The Old Curiosity Shop and Gosford Park. During his career he has played Hitler, Pinochet and several tyrannous Shakespearian kings. So how does he decide which role to take next? And what appealed to him about Joe Maddison’s War?

“I had a liking and aspiration to be in the classics, particularly Shakespeare, from an early age, even when I was at school,” he explains. “But to a very large extent the roles choose me. There’s never been any kind of game plan. With Joe Maddison’s War I just liked the story. I’m a sucker for war stories and romance and Joe is a lovely character – kind, thoughtful and gentle. It’s a very nostalgic film.”

As Major Simpson Derek adopts a Lancashire accent, but he says that in the past he has sometimes had to persuade casting directors to consider him for roles such as this. “One of the problems with doing a lot of Shakespeare is that you get tagged a posh actor,” he says. “I remember several years ago I did a series about a medieval monk detective called Cadfael. When they were casting that my agent put me up for it and their reaction was: ‘oh no, he can’t do that. He’s posh I Claudius and all that.’ They took a lot of persuading, because you get tagged. Which is not true. It so happens I’ve done a lot of classical roles and they are exciting to do. But I’m a jobbing actor.”

Away from the small screen, Derek will be appearing in theatre in London as King Lear at the end of October. The play then embarks on a nationwide tour before moving to New York next year. And he has also just finished filming in Wales for a period action film Ironclad with James Purefoy and Mackenzie Crook.

“I got to do a bit of swashing and buckling in that,” he says proudly. “Though actually the day of my swash and buckle, they provided a stand-in. I said: ‘Go away, I’m not that old. I can still wield a sword!’ Acting is frightening and terrifying and stressful and hard work, but conversely it’s never really felt like a job. It’s something I love and I’d probably do it for nothing really.”

Synopsis

Joe Maddison’s War
Written by Alan Plater
As Britain is drawn into a Second World War, shipyard worker Joe Maddison (Kevin Whately) celebrates the wedding of his daughter Sheila to the young solider Tommy Cowell with characteristic Geordie hospitality.

Shutting out the tumult in the world around them, Joe’s wife Polly enjoys this rare opportunity to dance, whilst Joe slips out of the reception for a moment alone. Haunted by his memories of the First World War Joe wishes he was still young enough to fight the good fight and join his son Alan as he leaves for RAF training. 

In bed that night, aware that their children are leaving home and their family life is about to change forever, Joe tries to cheer Polly. But Polly won’t be comforted; instead she turns her back on Joe and cries herself to sleep. 
A few days later Joe returns home from work and is devastated to discover that Polly has left him, and for the first time in his life Joe is totally alone. A hero in the First World War, Joe suddenly finds himself without purpose and decides to join the Home Guard. A decision which forces Joe to revisit the brutality of war, and leads him on a journey of self discovery, teaching him life’s lessons of heroism and friendship.

Sensing Joe’s loneliness his best mate Harry (Robson Green) persuades Joe to attend a local dance. Tricked into dancing with a pretty widow named Selina (Melanie Hill) Joe eventually plucks up the courage to ask her out on a date. 
As the relationship blossoms Joe volunteers to man a new twin-barrelled anti-aircraft rocket launcher. When one of Joe’s platoon’s rockets hits its target a German bomber bursts into flames, but as the boys from the Home Guard celebrate Joe watches in stunned silence, terrified that his son in the RAF will meet a similar fate. 
In shock Joe pays a late night visit to Selina and as they embrace Selina promises to wipe away Joe’s tears.

When Harry is chucked out of the Home Guard for shoving a superior officer the boys ask Joe to act as their spokesperson. The next night Joe tells Major Simpson (Derek Jacobi) that the platoon is on strike. A decision which results in Joe being branded a troublemaker and kicked out of the Home Guard... But when Joe and Selina come across an unexploded bomb in a terraced street Joe saves a young boy from the blast and is heralded a hero. 
In response to this act of bravery Major Simpson reinstates Joe to the Home Guard and promotes him to Corporal. But Joe’s celebratory breakfast with Selina is interrupted when Polly reappears... bringing her young daughter Mary and asking if Joe will take her back... Suddenly Joe is forced to choose between his new life and the one he left behind.
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JOE MADDISON’S WAR
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available to own on DVD 20 September 2010
Joe Maddison’s War is a moving period drama filled with comedy, sadness and joy. Written by multi-award winning writer Alan Plater (Last of The British Bombshells, A Very British Coup), it is yours to own on DVD from 20 September 2010 courtesy of ITV STUDIOS Home Entertainment.
Joe Maddison’s War stars KEVIN WHATLEY (Lewis, The Children), ROBSON GREEN (Wire In The Blood, Northern Lights), DEREK JACOBI (The Old Curiosity Shop, Cadfael), MELANIE HILL, (Stardust, The Street), TREVOR FOX (Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason, Emmerdale) and JOHN WOODVINE (Vanity Fair, Z Cars).

This war-time drama, set in Newcastle in 1939, depicts the story of Joe (Kevin Whatley) a shipyard worker who feels past his prime. He is told he is too old to serve in the war and is dismayed when his wife leaves him for a younger naval officer. Joe and his friend Harry (Robson Green) reluctantly volunteer to join the Home Guard, where he begins a journey of self-discovery, heroism, friendship and love. 

Release information:
Credit:                        

ITV STUDIOS Home Entertainment               

Genre:                         

Drama
RRP:                 


£19.99            
Retail Cat. Number:    

3711534093
Retail Barcode:           

5037115340931
Release date:    

20 September 2010         
DVD extras:


None
Copyright: 

Notes to Editor

About ITV STUDIOS Home Entertainment: 

ITV STUDIOS Home Entertainment is the consumer label within ITV Studios Global Entertainment. It is the company behind one of the UK’s most comprehensive film and video collections with over 3000 titles and is a major player in the UK and International Home Entertainment Market. The range includes titles in contemporary and classic film (Shawshank Redemption, Fabulous Baker Boys, Brief Encounter, The Red Shoes), children’s titles (Numberjacks, Thunderbirds, Big & Small, Pinky & Perky), drama (Inspector Morse, Cracker, Prime Suspect, Murphy's Law, Lewis, Ultimate Force) sport (Arsenal, and Liverpool football clubs) and comedy (Al Murray The Pub Landlord, Harry Hill’s TV Burp). ITV STUDIOS Global Entertainment also owns the video rights for the Rank and ITC film collections which contain over 1500 classic British films.

For further information please contact Romley Davies Publicity:
Natalie Cheary

E: Natalie@romleydavies.com
T: 020 3301 4734

Zoë Baldwin

E: Zoe@romleydavies.com

T: 020 3301 4733
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