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LADETTE TO LADY
The doors of Eggleston Hall have been thrown open once again, to welcome in the most wayward and shameless girls yet.  For the first time the eight ladettes who burst through the doors are Australian and have flown around the world to spend four weeks at this strict English finishing school.  The chaos begins even before their plane has touched down in the UK and police are called to the local airport following reports of disruptive behaviour on board the flight. The revered tutors of Eggleston Hall thought they had seen it all but the fourth intake presents their biggest challenge yet and chants of ‘Aussie, Aussie, Aussie’ can be heard as the girls storm up the driveway.  Binge drinking, swearing and fighting rear their ugly heads as Eggleston’s no nonsense staff attempt to transform these foul-mouthed, brash, reluctant pupils are transformed into confident, eloquent ladies.  Ladette To Lady is brand new and exclusive to ITV1, Tuesdays from 2nd June at 9pm.
The formidable teaching triumvirate are back to whip their latest batch of raw recruits into shape. School principal Gill Harbord has spent her entire career teaching at finishing schools and nothing passes her by. Vice-Principal and cookery teacher Rosemary Shrager is another disciplinarian not afraid to shout in order to be heard.  And acid-tongued, etiquette teacher Liz Brewer will drum the bad manners and foul language out of the girls to turn them into ladies of the highest order. They have three terms worth of experience transforming some prime examples of Britain’s binge drinking, sexually shameless, anti-social rebels into respectable ladies. Now this intimidating team are ready for the fresh challenge of helping these Antipodean ladettes leave their debauched ways behind. 
During the course the ladettes will learn deportment, elocution, floristry, and sexual etiquette, and their progress will be assessed weekly by the staff through a series of challenges and tasks. They must excel and show a genuine desire to change in order to avoid elimination. 

They will also be exposed to a series of elite social events, meeting some of Britain’s most eligible bachelors. Mixing with millionaires, viscounts and gorgeous heirs will come as a cultural shock to the girls whose usual courtship tends to involve swilling shots and flashing the flesh in nightclubs. With Debrett’s as their bible, the girls will negotiate a series of etiquette minefields as they are challenged with avoiding the drunken debauchery, swearing and catfights which have featured in their lives back home. 
Each of the girls is attending the school for different reasons. From mine-worker Sarah and binge-drinking Zoe, to rebel Skye and stripper Nicole, they are all reluctant pupils.  But as the expulsions whittle the group down gradually they become convinced that becoming more ladylike will help them with their confidence, careers and relationships. However, none realise just how challenging and emotional the process of change can be.
‘Ladette To Lady’ is brand new and exclusive to ITV1, Tuesdays from 2nd June at XXpm
(An RDF Television production, part of the RDF Media Group)
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Name: BIANCA

Age: 23

Occupation: Production Assistant
“I'm really good at arguing my point, dancing on tables and Super Mario Kart on the old-school Nintendo.”
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Name: EMILY
Age: 19
Occupation: Student
“I live for the nights I won't remember with the friends I'll never forget.”
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Name: KRISTYN

Age: 21

Occupation: Hospitality Worker
“I have to have the last word in everything. I've no shame and I'm fearless.”
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Name: MARIA
Age: 23
Occupation: Waitress/Barmaid
“I can fit my fist in my mouth and I can roll my belly.”
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Name: NICOLE
Age: 21
Occupation: Exotic Dancer / Stripper
“I am pretty open. Everyone knows almost everything about me.”
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Name: SARAH
Age: 28
Occupation: Electrician Construction and Mining
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“My idea of a good time is getting on the piss with the boys.”
Name: SKYE
Age: 28
Occupation: Call Centre Consultant
“I normally end up climbing on the roof and I always end up hurting myself by falling out of trees or falling through windows while drunk.”
Name: ZOE

Age: 19

Occupation: Unemployed
“I always have a joke to tell! I'm always doing something to entertain.”

EPISODE SYNOPSES

Episode 1 – The Arrival

As the finishing touches are made to welcome a new class to Eggleston Hall, expectation soon turns to dread. The teachers fear the worst when news arrives that the police have been called to the local airport following complaints of disruptive behaviour onboard. Hearing the raucous chant of ‘Aussie! Aussie! Aussie!’ coming up the drive, their worst fears are confirmed. Vice principal Mrs Shrager confronts the drunken rabble at the school’s entrance and uses all her authority and volume to shout them down. The stage is set for an epic battle of wills. The Aussie ladettes are stripped down to their ill-fitting undies and it’s soon all too obvious that these are tattooed recruits of the rawest kind. Dispensing with niceties, the staff get to work and, as lessons begin in earnest, it soon becomes clear that the ladettes are up against formidable opposition. Before long rebellion gives way to something approaching co-operation and the painful process of change begins. By the end of the week they will host a cocktail party and entertain some of England’s most eligible bachelors.

Episode 2 – The Hunt

With one churlish ladette already on her way home, week two sees a chastened band of Aussie ladettes face up to a daunting challenge. They must play host to the cream of the country set when Eggleston Hall hosts a visit by the prestigious Zetland Hunt. But it’s not all sausage rolls and stirrup cups. First the girls must literally face a test of guts, and acclimatize to the unsavoury realities of country life. Picking shot pheasant is one thing, but feeding ‘fallen stock’ to the foxhounds is quite another. Emotions are stirred and one ladette, Zoe, seeks solace in the punch bowl.  Nicole then fails to see the funny side of Mrs Brewer’s lesson in sexual etiquette and, in her eyes, the teacher turns from hero to zero. Likewise, Sarah triumphs when chosen to ride out with the hunt, but brings the school into disgrace when she unfurls an Australian flag at full tilt. Sarah’s act of rebellion brings her before the principal, and it seems she is destined for expulsion. But a dramatic change of heart radically alters the picture and, as expulsion day approaches, the field is wide open.

Episode 3 – Afternoon Tea

If the Aussie ladettes thought being transformed into demure young ladies would be a walk in the park, this is the week they learn how wrong they were. “We take them and we break them,” says the principal, Mrs Harbord.  
In week three, the ‘tough love’ treatment produces some unexpected results. There are tears as the ladettes emotional defences give way to storms of emotion. But the tables are turned when stripper Nicole tells the story of her troubled past and even stern Mrs. Harbord sheds a tear. 

But emotion must be put aside as the ladettes face their weekly challenge – to make and serve afternoon tea to the aristocratic mothers of some of the bachelors. There’s much work to be done before the ladettes have a hope of passing muster under the critical eyes of these society ladies (and prospective mother-in-laws). Starting with appearances, the ladettes are introduced to the hairdressers to the British Royal Family and, as the makeovers begin, it’s out with the highlights and into the bin with the hair extensions. But it’s not all plain sailing under Mrs Harbord’s supervision, and when Nicole is told she must lose her long hair there are tears of rage. The pressure is on in the kitchen, too. Mrs Shrager expects high standards and soon the girls are making fondant fancies, delicate pastries, scones and fragile meringue swans. It’s all a long way from bread and vegemite. But the hardest task of all is to win favour with the terrifying women who will help decide which of the remaining six will be sent home 
this week. 
 
Episode 4 – The Dinner Party
 
This week the ladettes must cook haute cuisine for 20 society guests. But when Skye is promoted to school prefect cooking is the last thing on their minds. Furious that this honour has been given to the bad girl of the group, the others decide to make Skye’s life hell.  At the pre-dinner wine tasting, all decorum flies out of the window and the old habits return. The ladettes don’t taste, they guzzle. And to add insult to injury, they steal more bottles of wine for a secret binge, right under Skye’s nose. Former mistress of mayhem, Skye, does her best to cover for their appalling behaviour, but Mrs Harbord is not taken in. 

With a punishment to contend with on the morning of the party, the dinner for 20 looks set for disaster. The guests are perplexed and more than a little hungry when their meal is eventually served an hour and a half late. But in spite of the pressures, one ladette raises her game by embarking on a mission to stay sober throughout. 
 
Episode 5 – A Royal Visitor

Eggleston Hall Finishing School is preparing to entertain royalty for the first time in its history, and the teachers want their girls to make a good impression on the visiting Prince – a dashing Italian from Venice. 

There’s no margin for error when Mrs Harbord announces a zero tolerance policy on bad behaviour, after last week’s appalling lapse in standards.  But, when the four surviving ladettes are forced to wear a body harness to improve their deportment, one of them decides that enough is enough. Tough mine-worker Sarah has fought hard to earn her place as an equal in a man’s world, and she’s not about to curtsey to anyone – not even a Prince. 

The show must go on, and the girls have just days to prepare for a wildly ambitious event – a masked ball in honour of their royal visitor. And, as if that weren’t enough, the girls must also contend with some amorous bachelors who will be staying over on the night of the ball. Whether it’s the prospect of a genuine Italian prince or of the return of the now familiar bachelors, the sausage-making lesson provokes a very unladylike response in the girls. 

Episode 6 – Coming of Age


Three girls have survived to the final week and the climax of the journey – the graduation ball. But there’s no time to relax. There can be only one winner and the girls will come under greater scrutiny than ever. 

They must now put into practice everything they have learned - from constructing a towering cake, to tying a presentation bouquet of fresh flowers, and sewing the final touches to their graduation ball gowns.  Mrs Harbord tells them that if they don’t qualify, they’ll be flying home to Australia ahead of time.  But if they do, their parents will be flying to England to join them. 

The glamorous awards ceremony is to be hosted at one of Britain’s finest country houses where the girls are expected to parade their newfound looks, elegance and good manners. Throughout, they will be judged under the exacting standards of the teachers and by others from the ranks of high society. And they will face their toughest challenge yet - to write and deliver a speech about their journey from ladette to lady. 

Once the speeches are over, you can cut the atmosphere with a knife as the teachers retire to decide which one is this year’s winner.  And when an unexpected visitor makes a surprise appearance to wish all three of her fellow ladettes the very best of luck, there is relief and genuine joy. After all the deliberations, the trials and tribulations, Mrs Harbord finally emerges to announce the winner and soon there isn’t a dry eye in the house.
The three finalists have changed immeasurably since they first crashed through the doors of the school and all are leaving with a new found respect for others and themselves.
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