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“In the criminal justice system, the people are represented by two separate yet equally important groups. The police who investigate crime, and the Crown Prosecution Service who prosecute the offenders.”
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LAW & ORDER: UK – SERIES 2

The cream of British acting talent are back together for the second series of the hugely successful ‘Law & Order: UK’.  Series 1 proved a huge hit with viewers, averaging 5.9 million viewers an episode.  Cases included that of a 13-year-old boy found kicked to death at a train station, the discovery of a body in a shallow grave by the Thames and an arson attack on a Turkish social club.  They showed the breadth and diversity of the storylines, some from the original US series but all from a distinctly British perspective.  Now the teams are back to solve more perplexing crimes and bring the perpetrators to justice.  ‘Law & Order: UK - Series 2’ is brand new and exclusive to ITV1, Monday’s from 11th January at 9pm
BRADLEY WALSH (Torn, Coronation Street) is DS Ronnie Brooks, a real East End, copper’s copper, friend and partner to the charming DS Matt Devlin, JAMIE BAMBER (Battlestar Galactica, The Last Detective, Ultimate Force) whose approach to policing is part seduction part force.  Both report to DI Natalie Chandler (HARRIET WALTER, Morris: A Life With Bells On, Broken Lines, Atonement) a working mum who would back them to the end.

While the CPS team comprises BEN DANIELS (The Passion, The State Within, Cutting It) as dedicated Senior Crown Prosecutor James Steel, a man on a mission for justice; FREEMA AGYEMAN (Dr Who, Torchwood, Little Dorrit) as hard working, strong-willed young prosecutor Alesha Phillips; and BILL PATERSON (Little Dorrit, Criminal Justice, Sea of Souls) as their respected boss CPS director George Castle, a man trying to balance his ideals with the bigger picture.
In the last episode of series one, viewers watched in horror as junior prosecutor Alesha Phillips was subjected to a brutal rape by a respected Doctor in a Harley Street clinic.  Her colleagues were horrified to discover what had happened and the two teams worked together in order to bring her attacker to justice.  

Series two begins in the aftermath of the attack as Alesha struggles to settle back into her normal life and come to terms with what happened.  The team are thrown headlong into a new case as it emerges that a young PC shot on duty, may have been left to die by his partner because he was gay.  
The new cases faced by the teams are as compelling and shocking as series one, with episodes including a vicious attack on a homeless man discovered half beaten to death in suspicious circumstances, a teenage girl who dies from a heroin overdose after swallowing bags full of the drugs and a man attacked for his kidney. 

Guest stars across the new series include DERVLA KIRWAN, DENIS LAWSON, ROBERT GLENISTER, ANNA CHANCELLOR, KEVIN R. MCNALLY, PATRICK MALAHIDE, ANNA MADELEY, SEAN HARRIS, MICHAEL MALONEY and EDDIE MARSAN.
 ‘Law & Order: UK - Series 2’ is brand new and exclusive to ITV1, Monday’s from 11th January at 9pm.
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LAW & ORDER: UK – SERIES 2

EPISODE SYNOPSES

Episode 1: Samaritan 

A tragic communication error between police officers leaves young PC Nick Bentley caught in the cross-fire of armed drug-dealers with no back-up. DC Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh) and DC Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) investigate, following the lead of the drug gang to small-time dealer, Theo Carson.
However, Theo’s story shakes the officers and their boss, DI Natalie Chandler (Harriet Walter). He claims a second police officer, Ray Griffin (Jamie Foreman) was standing nearby, doing nothing, whilst his partner bled to death. A partner who was gay.

Could Theo be telling the truth? Could there be any connection to an extreme religious group within the force which seems to discriminate against homosexuals?

James Steel (Ben Daniels) and Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) of the CPS feel the case has to be pursued. Director of the CPS, George Castle (Bill Paterson), thinks otherwise. To pursue such a case would be institutional suicide, damaging the delicate relationship they have with the uniformed police beyond repair.

How far should they go to hold one person accountable for a drop in the standards of public office? How far will the force close ranks to protect their own?  Will it be enough to shift the foundations of the CPS’ “rock solid case?”

Episode 2: Hidden

When the body of missing ten year old, Jodie Gaines, is found dumped in a skip in Euston, DS Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh) and DS Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) are faced with two suspects, the cabbie who swears he dropped Jodie at her guitar lesson and the guitar teacher who vouches she never arrived. Determined to deliver justice to Jodie’s grieving parents, they follow the scientific evidence and a third suspect with no prior connection to Jodie comes to light. Which of the three men is lying? Did Jodie’s killer snatch her at random? Or is there a more sinister reason behind the schoolgirl’s kidnap?
When events take a shocking and unexpected twist, the case is turned upside down. Who is responsible for Jodie's death? Will the truth ever come out? With two crimes to contend with, Crown Prosecutors James Steel (Ben Daniels) and Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) of the CPS have wildly differing opinions on what course to take. As they struggle with their consciences, they are faced with the toughest choices of their careers. 

Episode 3: Community Service

When a homeless man is found beaten nearly to death with an iron bar at the centre of a well kept square, DS Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh), DS Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) and DI Natalie Chandler (Harriet Walter) investigate. The victim, Kirk (Sean Hughes), is bi-polar and lives in a camper van on the square. As the cops dig deeper, they find out that Kirk tormented some of the residents to the extent that they were desperate to get rid of him. Everyone has a motive but no-one is talking. They are protecting the perpetrator. When the wrong man is arrested however, he caves and points the finger at respectable architect, Harry Morgan (Kevin R. McNally) whose son has turned against him and allied himself with Kirk. 

Harry Morgan is charged with GBH but he pleads self defence despite the fact that he was seen entering the park with an iron bar in his hand. Senior Crown Prosecutor James Steel (Ben Daniels) is determined to prove that this was a premeditated attack but Crown Prosecutor Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) and George Castle (Bill Paterson) know that the jury’s sympathy will lie with the law abiding Harry Morgan as opposed to the antisocial Kirk who refuses to take his medication and can’t be helped by the system. 
James feels strongly that Harry Morgan should accept responsibility for his actions after brutally attacking a sleeping man and leaving him to die. If he is found not guilty, the jury will give the nod to vigilantism in all its brutal lawlessness and this goes against everything James believes in.

Episode 4: Sacrifice
DS Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh) and DS Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) are called to investigate an unusual crime.  Darren McKenzie has been attacked and had his kidney surgically removed. The team are horrified to learn that the stolen organ has been trafficked into the NHS and it has been transplanted into Joanna Woodleigh - a very wealthy patient.

With the case handed over to the CPS, a conflict of interests is soon apparent and Crown Prosecutor James Steel (Ben Daniels) finds himself in charge of the CPS as George Castle (Bill Patterson) steps down from his post.  When George dons his defence wig one final time and goes up against James and Crown Prosecutor Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) in court, the crux of the case is very clear.  What would you sacrifice and what line would you cross to help someone you loved? 

Episode 5: Love and Loss
When DS Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh) and DS Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) are called to the death of a drug mule, they are surprised to discover she is a middle class white girl. Debbie Powell’s parents are heartbroken.  She was about to go to university, she worked hard at Gilmore’s - a family friend’s shop and she wanted for nothing.  So why did she do it? 

Matt and Ronnie soon unearth Debbie’s secret life.  A mysterious boyfriend that nobody ever met.  A teacher she met on Sundays.  Rumours of an active sex life at work.  And a coke dealer who has done a runner.  As Matt and Ronnie close in on their suspect, they are shocked to learn that Debbie’s motivation was love.  

 

Debbie’s death hits home for George Castle (Bill Paterson).  As the father of a daughter, he pressures Crown Prosecutors James Steel (Ben Daniels) and Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) to bring all charges possible against the defendant.  Not an easy case given that are no witnesses, all the evidence is circumstantial, and James’ opponent is the brilliant but eccentric Jason Peter’s (Eddie Marsan).  
Alesha’s perseverance tracks down the only witness who can testify about the drugs run.  But when this witness retracts his statement, the case falls apart and the defendant is found not guilty.  How can James keep his promise to the Powell’s and find justice for the death of their daughter?

Episode 6: Honour Bound

DS Ronnie Brooks (Bradley Walsh) agrees to help his old friend and partner, DS Jimmy Valentine (Robert Glenister) in an undercover drug sting. But a gun is pulled and someone ends up dead. What appears to be a tragic mistake is then investigated by internal affairs and DS Matt Devlin (Jamie Bamber) who fears Jimmy is not all he seems.

As they push for the truth the spotlight turns on Ronnie and, in particular, his dark past as a functioning alcoholic when a ten year old drug case was left with no witnesses and a large quantity of missing heroin.

The evidence is stacking up against the police and James Steel (Ben Daniels) and Alesha Phillips (Freema Agyeman) of the CPS battle Valentine’s barrister, Evelyn Wyndham (Anna Chancellor) to bring enough evidence to court. The jigsaw piece that will win it for them is Ronnie. But he refuses to testify. Is there something suspect in Ronnie’s past that will end his career now? Can the CPS find any other way of proving their case or in court will it be Valentine’s day? 
HARRIET WALTERS

plays DI Natalie Chandler

You must be thrilled to be returning to Law & Order:UK for another series? 
“I’m very excited I must say! I was in America at the end of the summer doing a play on Broadway wondering what my fate was going to be. There are many diehard followers of the original American series and I was initially concerned that a lot of the exoticism for British viewers was it being set in New York, so in bringing the series to London some fans may not take to it. However, because the format is the same I think it actually enhances their enjoyment. I think viewers see it very much as their own with home-grown situations and characters.” 

Why do you think viewers want to watch the series? 
“One of the virtues with this is that it’s about the job rather than the characters, and the day to day job of the police work and law courts are fascinating. 

“In the series you get all sorts of human life drifting through each week. The mainstay characters are not the main focus of the drama. The focus of the drama is with the other characters who are caught up in the murders, drugs or adulterous affairs.

“With all the characters comes the varying worlds and this itself is interesting for the viewer. Each week the team enters a different world - one week they are with drug dealers and the next week they are with old people and the next with homeless people. It’s always a different environment. 

“New York and London have that in common, millions of pockets of different worlds within the one city. With Law & Order:UK you have the freedom to visit all of them and be plunged into a completely different world each week. 

“I also think the law side is a positive draw for audiences. We make concessions for television as it has to be tied up within an hour. The virtue of the series is that the CPS don’t always get the right man and it isn’t always a happy ending. There is often that tail-off at the end of the series when you know someone legally is in the wrong but you feel as an audience there are mitigating circumstances. What is right on paper isn’t necessarily right for the human being or the situation. The show does challenge you in that way.

“The three characters in our police department in Law & Order:UK get very affected by what is happening; they are always dealing with the slightly darker side of human life. I think they cope well and don’t see the world as full of crime, much like how doctors and nurses who deal with people who are unwell don’t see the world as full of people who are sick.” 

Some of the storylines you film are harrowing. What is it like playing DI Natalie Chandler?
“Playing Natalie Chandler does make me look at the world slightly differently. When I go into town I tend to notice people more and look out for people who might be breaking into cars. If they look as though they might be I almost want to shout, ‘Stop! This is DI Natalie Chandler…’          

“I suppose in a funny way this role means I naturally become a bit like all the policewomen who have to deal with these sorts of situations all the time. 
“I think DI Natalie Chandler is a family woman who comes from a police background so perhaps her father is in the police force. I think she sees herself as a public servant; she’s got that sense of duty and a kind of level-headedness but also she’s not a machine she does care about people. She cares first and foremost about her team and I’d like that to be brought out a bit more. I see that in the American series and that has grown over time. It would be great to see her caring that the case doesn’t get to her team and affect them doing their jobs.

“One of the most helpful things for me to know as an actress is that what is happening in each episode is only one of several cases Natalie has to deal with at any one point. Ronnie Brooks and Matt Devlin are out on the streets doing their graft on that particular crime but Natalie has got a back log of overlapping crimes. She might be dealing with six or seven other cases at any given time. That overview gives her calm because she can’t get too worked up over one case; she’s got to see them all in perspective.” 

What do you like about DI Natalie Chandler?

“I like her multi-tasking and that she always has her eye on the ball. She can think quickly and cut to the chase. Sometimes she gets it wrong but she’s not there to solve the crime and be Miss Marple. However, she does know who to go to next and how to prioritise and I think that’s impressive.” 

What is your favourite episode from series 2?

“My favourite is Honour Bound, guest starring Robert Glenister. I think that episode has a very strong story. In Honour Bound you realise that when the police and criminals interface frequently a relationship is formed. That relationship can go too far and in this episode a police officer suddenly finds himself on the wrong side of the law.”   

Why do you think Law & Order:UK should keep coming back? 
“The stories keep on coming. The American series has gone on for 20 years or so and there is a new story every week. There are so many human stories out there in the middle of London and they are so varied. The stories we use are very current.

“Also, although there is a format and the audience know it, they never know what is coming next in terms of the twists and turns in the plot. I can’t wait to do the next one and see what moral questions unfold with each story.” 

BRADLEY WALSH

plays DS Ronnie Brooks

You must be thrilled that Law & Order is returning to ITV1 for a second series?

“Yes I’m thrilled. I’m getting more and more comfortable in my role as DS Ronnie Brooks.” 

Were you pleased with the ratings for series one and for it to be as much of a hit as the US version of Law & Order?

“I’d never seen the American version of the show so I didn’t feel any pressure to reinvigorate what was already a well established brand. I came to it with fresh eyes in the first instance but I was very proud to be asked to be a part of it. Law & Order:UK is a wonderful thing to be a part of.” 
Why do you think series one did so well?  

“I think series one did so well, averaging six million viewers each week, because it’s a well made drama. It’s also very fast paced, quicker then anything the viewers have seen in the UK. And the format is great; instead of an hour long police show and an hour long law show it’s an hour combining them both so the viewers get more enjoyment and fulfilment.” 

What is your favourite thing about Ronnie?

“I feel I’m getting to know Ronnie better and better as a person as the series goes on. I really like Ronnie he’s a genuinely nice man. He’s seen it all and done it all; he’s the copper his bosses call upon to tell the parents when their child has gone. He’s very calm and he’s reached the point in his life where he’s very happy with himself.”

In this series we learn more about DS Ronnie Brooks’ past . Did you enjoy bringing more of his background into the programme?

“Honour Bound is a very good episode. In it Ronnie is turned on by a former friend and the resulting case uncovers a lot about Ronnie’s past. Although the viewers learn a lot about him in this episode I wouldn’t want us to be breaking the mould of Law & Order:UK all the time. I think learning little snippets about the mainstay characters is fine but I think the show is what it is. You can’t always break the mould because that is what makes it is such a good format.” 

You and Jamie Bamber have a great on screen relationship. It must be good working together again?

“Yes it is fantastic. It’s nice working with Jamie because he is very good at what he does. He is an excellent actor and he is a nice bloke. It makes it a pleasure.

I have a real connection with Jamie.” 

Some of the storylines you film are harrowing.  Do you find it hard to switch off after a long day filming?

“I view it as just a job so I don’t let it get to me. I’m sure DS Ronnie Brooks would also think the same – it is just a job.”

What is your favourite episode from this series?

“My favourite is Samaritan, which guest stars Jamie Foreman as PC Ray Griffin. It a really good story and I enjoyed the process of making that particular episode. Also, I get to sing in it. Watch out for that!” 

Why should viewers come back and view series 2?

“I think this series is as good as the first series if not better. And there is lots more to come…

“Already we have been re-commissioned for another series, series 3. It’s a huge hit across the globe. The UK version has been sold in favour of the American version in some countries and that speaks volumes.”  
JAMIE BAMBER

plays DS Matt Devlin

You must be thrilled Law & Order is returning to ITV1 for a second series?

“Yes, of course and I’m confident we will get great audiences.” 

Series one proved to be very popular with viewers. It averaged 6 million week on week.  Are you pleased? 

“I’m not great with numbers but you can usually gauge from the enthusiasm of the people who commission the show how well it’s doing. ITV are obviously pleased with its success so I’m very happy. The people I have met who have watched it seem to like it to.

“There is always a little bit of pressure having borrowed the US format and brought it to the UK  but with that comes a lot of confidence because we have taken a show that has been tried and tested. People love the American format and are familiar with it and that is very reassuring.” 

What is it about Law & Order:UK that the viewers love?
“It’s like a chocolate bar with a great crunch to it. 

“It’s got everything. It’s got a beginning, a middle and an end and it takes you on a complete journey every week. It’s also got those familiar characters that take you on that journey. And you get through a lot of drama in just one hour. The audience is given a mental conundrum in the first half and in the second half they get to see what is done with all the evidence to wrap up the case. The second half also includes a moral of how we as a society decide how best to put things right. 

“The lesson we get from the show is that the law is far from perfect. It is very black and white, yet what has happened to these people includes shades of grey. I think it engages people and is fascinating. 

“If you watch the news you overtly see the fascination we all have with the sometimes awful things we do to each other.” 

 What do you like about Matt Delvin?

“I like that Matt says what he thinks. He is very outspoken and doesn’t mind speaking the truth. I am quite different to him in that respect. 

“Matt’s past is troubled, even though we have never seen it that is what is implied. He doesn’t let those circumstances get a look in on who he is now. 

“He is Scrappy Doo to Bradley’s Scooby Doo. He is on the front foot all the time and keen to get involved in the action!”   

How has Matt’s relationship with DS Ronnie Brooks evolved in this series?

“Matt relies on Ronnie to some extent but he is his own person and a strong character. I think when Matt thought of a career in the Police Force, he fell in love with the old-fashioned idea of being a policeman and Ronnie lived through that so he looks up to him. However, Ronnie has grown out of his old-fashioned ways; he is more empathetic with the people involved in the case. I think this frustrates Matt but on some level it also fascinates him. Matt likes to tease Ronnie for being soft-hearted. It’s not your traditional relationship of older cop with a younger sidekick. They are both the same rank let’s not forget.

“He also differs from Ronnie in almost every episode in terms of what they think. They have different views on life and crime.” 

It must be great being reunited with Bradley again for this series?

“Yes it is. The series was a lot of fun to make and I got to work with some great people. I work closely with Bradley Walsh and I really enjoy his company. He is a true professional and has a good eye for detail. 

“Bradley and I are chalk and cheese in some respects but we are very similar in or approach to acting. I am fascinated by his journey as a person and the things he has achieved in the past. I really respect him and he respects me. He is very warm and generous and a great person to spend my days with.”  

Some of the storylines you film are harrowing. Do you find it hard to switch off after a long day filming?

“I find it surprisingly easy. There are some stories that are horrendous but the good thing for me as an actor in Law & Order is that is doesn’t focus too much on the personal lives of the main characters. They get on with the job and they do it well as it’s a day to day thing for them. The main characters don’t let the job drag them down and they don’t get overly involved in the story that is unfolding. I think this point is actually something that makes the show interesting. 

“Certainly what fascinates me as an actor is playing someone who has to deal with life and death and crime on a daily basis. My character in particular copes with it all quite well. Matt Delvin enjoys the challenge of putting all the pieces of the puzzle together.” 

What is your favourite episode from this series?

“My favourite is the last episode called Hound Bound. I like it because it breaks the mould and looks more like Law & Order: The movie. It doesn’t open in the same way as other episodes. A crime is occurring but Ronnie and I are there and that is unusual.” 

Why should viewers come back to see another series?

“I think it’s unlike anything else on British TV. The viewer goes on a journey and gets a fulfilled experience in just one hour. It’s jam-packed and it’s got everything you’d hope for in a drama.”

BILL PATERSON

Plays George Castle

After the success of the Law & Order brand in the US there must have been a certain amount of pressure to make the UK version a success.  You must be delighted that an average of six million viewers each week have proved the UK version was a hit as well? 

“Yes, people really like it.  The style of the American series is quite low key and it has a sort of standard look that’s quite settled now.  I think ours has adapted both for the legal point of view and the general culture milieu of Britain quite well. And particularly with the police, I think the guys are just terrific.  Bradley and Jamie are fantastic, I love their take on it.  They’re not the usual hard bitten cops.  There’s a nice lightness and yet they’re very, very humane.  So I think that’s a great asset.”

In this series we see George take to the stand as a defence lawyer for an old friend.  Do you enjoy bringing more of your characters past life into the role?

“Oh yes I got to put the wig on.  That episode was good. I mean to some extent George is a figurehead, he’s there to be a sounding board.  They come and they hit off me and I’m either pushing them to do more, or pulling them back from doing too much.  And obviously the nice thing about it is that Denis (Lawson) who played the old friend in this story is actually an old friend of mine.  Denis and I have known each other since we were at college together in 1966 and we’ve been friends since then.  Although we’ve never, ever worked with each other.   So that was nice because my character doesn’t get out and about very much.  George is often trapped in his office.”

Some of the storylines you cover and film are harrowing.  Do you find it hard to switch off after a long day filming?

“I’ve not had to deal with so much of that.  I must say there are other jobs where that’s happened with me, when you do get caught up in filming harrowing scenes.  Generally speaking, I am not at the cutting edge of dealing with the crime scenes or the victims. So I would say it’s not been a major problem for me to switch off.”

What is your character’s favourite attribute?
“He seems to be quite like me!  There’s an uncanny resemblance to me, that’s one of the great advantages.  By just sheer luck he bears an uncanny resemblance, so no matter how much I studied and tried to find alternatives he just seemed to constantly remind me of myself.

“He is comparatively like me in the sense that he tries to see all sides of things.  I don’t think there’s room for George to be messianic, to go down one track and say, ‘This is how it’s got to be done.’  There’s no room for that.  I’ve got to be slightly all things to all men and I quite like that.

“So that’s what I like about him, he's a pleasant enough guy.  I could do with him getting out more but that’s not George, that’s the show.  I like being out in the streets, that’s just my taste.  For example Freema likes being in the offices or in the police station where it’s more controlled but I like being out in the street.”

What do you think the viewers like about the series?
“The thing that’s quite refreshing and my wife has said this, is that it has enough reality but the violence and the bloodletting is very low key and quite controlled.  If its there it’s needed but it’s not sensationalised in any way and I think a lot of people feel easier for that.

“Sometimes you watch a crime story and you think, ‘Gosh, I don’t want to watch that.’  There’s some guy getting beaten senselessly and there's a kind of voyeurism about that.  I think with Law & Order the viewer knows what they expect to get.  They know that if they come in on a story they’ll get the crime or the teaser of the crime and the incident that is going to be followed up. They get the investigation and then they get the legal process.  It’s a format for storytelling that’s recognised and I think a lot of people like that.

“We live in very changeable times and there are so many choices for the average viewer. You hit Law & Order and you know what you’re going to get and that’s a good hour taken care of.  I do particularly think the police side has got a very good balance of reality and a lightness of touch.

“Even though Bradley’s character is older and more experienced he’s still not a weary, bitter cop.  It’s a nice change from the hard regime. Both Bradley and Jamie care but they always have a joke.  It’s very believable and it’s a good asset.”

What is your favourite episode is from series 2?

“I like Episode 1 about the police officer who holds back from going up to help his mate.

“He was  part of the police force and I have to say, ‘We need the police, we owe the police a lot.  We don’t go looking for flaws in the police service as without them we don’t operate.’  Yet on the other hand they’re saying, ‘We cannot have this.’ So I think that was a good story, I liked that.

“Also one of the great things about this series is that we have very good people featured.  The non-regular cast are always very, very good.  Jamie Foreman was the police officer in that.  I didn’t have many scenes with him because I just watched him in court.  I seldom have scenes with characters other than James and Freema.  But I always like watching the quality of the work when I get into court.  When I see them in the dock, they're always very good actors.”

Why should the viewers come back and tune into series 2? 

Well, they’ve got that guarantee at 9 o’clock, they’ll see something they are familiar with but each show will be intriguing.   I try to think of myself as comparatively smart but the stories challenge me.  What’s going on?  What angle can be taken by the law here?  I think people like that.  It’s like a very good crossword puzzle, that’s just manageable.  You don’t want to do crossword puzzles that are too easy and you don’t want ones that will completely stump you.  I think that’s what Law & Order: UK is like, a very good, challenging crossword puzzle.”
BEN DANIELS

plays SCP James Steel

Law & Order:UK is returning to ITV1 for a second series, you must be thrilled?

“Yes it’s fantastic. We’re so excited about the new series. We are just thrilled and delighted.”

It sounds like everyone has a lot of fun together. Is it a production that everyone loves working on?

“Yes, we love it, we love it, we love it!  So we are all thrilled to be back.”

After the success of the Law & Order brand in the US there must have been a certain amount of pressure to make the UK version a success.  You must be delighted that an average of six million viewers each week have proved the UK version is a hit as well? 

“I know it’s fantastic.  Six million viewers is a lot these days.  All of us were thinking five million and we would have been happy with that but six million is great.  It’s really, really exciting.  And it’s across the board.  I get stopped by people of all ages and all classes.  Everyone seems to love it which is great.”

Some of the storylines you film are harrowing.  Do you find it hard to switch off after a long day filming?

“Well I suppose there's lots of gallows humour on set.  We have such a good time and I think we consciously make sure that the working atmosphere is actually quite jolly. So you can deal with it much better.  

Epsiode 2 entitled ‘Hidden’ features a mother who has arranged for her child to be kidnapped.  We filmed whilst a very high profile real life situation was in the headlines and consequently the story became much more immediate and was in everyone’s minds. 
“So you do get weirdly reminded of stuff and it is quite constant. Strangely you'll get a storyline and then within the next few weeks you'll see something about it in the headlines.”   

Why do you think viewers like the series so much?
“It’s procedural drama. We love procedural drama and it’s two different procedures dramatised together so it’s double the fun.

“I think it’s a deeply satisfying format and it’s what I love about the American series. I am a big fan and was before I knew this was even in the offing.  You see a beginning, a middle and an end.  From a body being discovered, to the verdict in court.  These people are brought to justice or they go through a trial so I think it’s quite satisfying to watch that.  It’s not so satisfying when they get off, in fact it’s hugely frustrating.  I know that the actors playing the DA’s in the American version used to take it really personally when they lost a case.  You’ve got all the evidence and you know that these people are guilty and it’s kind of frustrating.

“The quality of the acting is also amazing in the American version.  Filming in New York they pluck these great actors from the theatre there and it’s brilliant to watch. We get the most fantastic actors coming in to out British version too.

“Every two weeks you get another first rate actor to work alongside and it’s just completely brilliant.  We really get to lock horns with them as well because of the nature of what we do, especially scenes when we have to cross-examine defendants. You’re at loggerheads with an incredible actor playing a barrister or the defendant.

“And you’ll see a lot of those defence barristers return, which I think is something we enjoy.  There’s continuity with certain characters in a series that isn't about continuity particularly.”   

What is your favourite episode from this series?

“Well, I particularly enjoyed filming episode 3, entitled ‘Community Service’ because there's an actor in it who I hadn’t worked with before called Sean Harris who I think is completely wonderful. So it was great to work with him but it also featured Kevin McNally.  It was my sixth time working with him so he's like an old mate really.  It was fantastic, so I particularly enjoyed that and I think it’s a very strong episode.

“Episode 2, entitled ‘Hidden’ I enjoyed because Anna Mavies is fantastic in it as an awful, awful mother.  Also, we’ve taken something from that episode which was a kernel of an idea that we’ve really run with in series 3 that we’re filming at the moment.” 

At the beginning of this series we see James struggling to work out what he should say to Alesha in the aftermath of the rape.  Do you think he finds it difficult to relate to others and maybe immerses himself in his job to avoid dealing with situations he might find emotionally difficult?

“Yes.  I do think he’s very closed and has built a lot of walls.  Which is why subconsciously he has picked Alesha to come and work with him because she challenges him on every level.  You see it in the episode when Alesha gets raped; you see his genuine concern for her as a work colleague and as a friend and more than that.  There is the question, ‘Are his feelings for her growing to more for a work colleague?’ I love his gentleness.  It’s a good relationship.

Do you think James takes it personally when he loses a case?  

“Yeah he does, because it’s everything to him. He’s totally work and justice obsessed and I think towards the end of this series and particularly in the last episode you see the turn that is going to take us into series 3.  And in the last episode of series 2, ‘Honour Bound’ I think you see him becoming more like the defence barrister he used to be when he will start playing tricks and he will not necessarily be so upfront with how he gets information from people.  I think that you can just see it starting as this series ends.”

What is your favourite thing about James? 

“Oh God, I like so many things about him.  I like his fight for justice but that can also be really irritating.  I don’t know how bearable that would be in a real human being.  I like his dedication, his honesty, his passion.”

It is hinted that there could be something between James and Alesha.  Do you think that they're both so work focused that they would refuse to admit the possibility to themselves or each other? 

“Yes, I don’t think they’re in a great emotional place at the moment and I don’t think they can see the wood for the trees.  They can’t actually look at each other in that way.

“I think they have clocked it subconsciously. In Episode 5, ‘Love and Loss’ he asks her what to do when his son comes to visit for the weekend and she tells him that she used to go to an ice rink.  He asks her what she is doing on Saturday afternoon and she replies, ‘Watching you fall on your arse.’  I think it’s kind of their first date.  I think it’s very sweet when it happens and they both obviously really enjoy the fact that it’s going to happen.  You get this in Law & Order all the time where you suddenly get an insight into these people’s lives and it builds on what you know about those characters.  I know Law & Order fans love those moments.  

“So I think the relationship between James and Alesha is something that has grown, I think they started to write it because Freema and I get on so well.  They started to realise that James and Alesha’s relationship was a good relationship to have.  So their relationship is very much an ‘Are they or aren’t they? Will they or wont they?’  In series 1 James was getting over a horrible divorce and really plugged himself into work.  In Series 2, he’s still plugged into work but he’s also more free.

“It’s good to see because sometimes he can be a little bit serious and obsessed.  I call him Mr Ponky Pants.  You want to grab him and shake him, which I sort of love but it’s great that we’re moving him away from that.”

Why should viewers come back and tune into Series 2? 

“Viewers should tune into series 2 for fantastic stories that are tried and tested from the American series but with a fresh approach and a completely English slant on them.  There are six main characters who are endlessly fascinating.  And within those six characters come an extraordinary cast of British actors that I don’t ever see on any other TV programme. So our viewers should also watch for entertainment.” 

FREEMA AGYEMAN 

plays CP Alesha Phillips

After the success of the Law & Order brand in the US there must have been a certain amount of pressure to make the UK version a success.  You must be delighted that an average of six million viewers each week have proved the UK version is a hit as well? 

“Absolutely. It was one of those double edged swords.  We wanted it to be like the US show but at the same time we didn’t want it to be a carbon copy. It’s got to be different in order to be fresh.  And six million people got it, so I think we achieved that. We stuck to the formula but we made it our own.  

“We have focused on giving a little more insight into the main characters which isn't really what they do in the American version.”

“I think viewers like to get a little glimpse of their back-story. But we have remained true to the original and we haven’t gone down that route more than we need to. It is about the crime, it is about the story, that’s what makes the show a unique format.  So yes, we’re thrilled.” 

Some of the storylines you film are harrowing.  Do you find it hard to switch off after a long day filming?

“No more than if I watch the news – which a lot of the time is harrowing.  The producers of this show pride themselves on the fact that the storylines could be torn from the headlines.  It’s unreal how some of these stories were written 20 years ago and yet are so relevant today. 

“Some days it’s a really long day and all I do is go home, roll into bed and get up and come to work.  Other days I will be putting the world to rights with the driver all the way to my front door because you just need to thrash it out and get it out of your system.  Hopefully that’s what we’re doing for the audience, we’re giving them the opportunity to have discussion and debate about things that are going on by having that social commentary.”

What do you think the viewers like about the series?

“Ultimately, we have delivered universal topics, relevant issues and the fact that the characters aren’t black and white in the sense that the truth is complex.  We present a story and people are given the opportunity to make up their own minds.  As Dick Wolf has said, ‘The first half of the show is a murder mystery, the second half is a moral mystery.’

There are different elements that appeal to lots of different people.  So if you enjoy crime drama or legal drama, you’ve got that.  If people interest you, you’ve got that too.  If you want slow burn relationship development with the main characters, the show encompasses that as well.  So I think it fulfils quite a lot.” 

What is your favourite episode from this series?

“I like them all for different reasons but I’m going to pick out episode 5 ‘Love and Loss’ as it is the only story not based on an American episode. The others are brilliant but I found episode 5 has a lot of humour in it.  And it’s also great for Alesha and James’s relationship. We really get to see a little bit more about them as a working partnership.

It was really nice for me as well because I adore Ben and I love having lots of scenes with him. It was great for us to play a more playful side because they are very functional characters. Often the guests that come in deliver the emotion to an episode and our characters are on duty. But in this episode it was great because it went off on a different tangent for us.”

In the last episode of series 1 Alesha went through the traumatic experience of being raped and series 2 begins in the aftermath of that. How has this experience affected your character? 

“Well that’s an interesting one actually.  We didn’t want to carry a storyline over as that’s not the format of the show but at the same time we had to give such a sensitive issue it’s due attention.  We had to acknowledge it.  So we questioned, ‘How much do we carry that over from now and forever more?’  Also rape would be something she would have to confront regularly in her world of work, so how would she deal with that?”

“So ultimately she puts up a guard to prevent having an emotional landslide and separates her personal self from her professional life so she can still do her job to the best of her ability. It does impact her, it has to.  But since we never see the characters outside of work, we never see how she deals with it at home.”

In the first episode we see James hand the reigns over to Alesha and she takes to the stand to cross examine.  It must be exciting to see your character develop and grow?

“It’s great.  That’s what is so fabulous about this job.  When I started I knew what the specifications of the role were going to be.  But I also knew about the prospect of Alesha advancing in her career and I thought, ‘There’s so much scope there.’  It’s so exciting for me as an actor.  One of the reasons I took this job was because I feel at this stage in my career, it’s all about getting different experiences in order to grow and I think Alesha is getting that too.   She’s very much James’s protégé at the moment.  She is looking to him for instruction and learning from him.  So it was really exciting to step up and take to the stand.  

“And that courtroom is something else.  It doesn’t matter how well you’ve prepared, we see it happen over and over again.  Whether you’re up on counsels row, or in the witness box it’s an environment where you feel the walls closing in and it’s quite overwhelming.  So I was really feeling it as I stood up there. Ben and the guests who come in, are unbelievably accomplished in what they do – it’s like doing theatre and television at the same time.  

“So, it was great to have a go but really nerve-wracking.”

It is hinted that there could be something between James and Alesha.  Do you think that they're both so work focused at the moment they would refuse to admit the possibility to themselves or each other? 

“James is such an amazing character.  And Alesha has complete admiration for him.  For the two of them to be spending that amount of time with each other, their relationship, working or otherwise, has to develop.   It’s nice to suggest the otherwise.  You might get a hint of their personal lives.  I think that’s really exciting.  The viewers can make their own minds up.”

What is your favourite thing about Alesha?

“I like the fact that she is clearly a fighter.  When we started in series 1 we did back stories for the characters.  We thought about how they arrived and where they were at in their journey.  We all decided that it was a hard slog for her.  She hard grafted.  I like that and I think it sends a really good message out.  For me personally as an actress I think that it’s important to have good role models.  And I like the fact she is this strong woman.  She is not afraid to make mistakes, learn, grow and gain experience.”

Why should the viewers come back and tune into series 2? 

“Every episode is always going to offer a fantastic moral dilemma. If people like to watch television for escapism, it is compelling and does offer that, but if you watch television to be provoked then it certainly offers that too.”
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