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MIDSOMER MURDERS

John Nettles and Jason Hughes are back on the trail of mystery and mayhem in “The Creeper”, a brand new episode of top-rating ITV1 drama MIDSOMER MURDERS, from Bentley Productions. 

Jenny Agutter, George Costigan, Nickolas Grace, Rik Mayall and Julian Wadham are among the guest stars joining the esteemed roll call of famous names playing murderers, victims or eccentric villagers in Midsomer.

In the new film, a burglar dubbed ‘the Creeper’ terrorises Midsomer as DCI Tom Barnaby (John Nettles) and DS Ben Jones (Jason Hughes) investigate the murder of a dinner party guest at upper-crust Chettham Park House.  

The detectives discover that a group of high society friends with links both to gangsters and Midsomer’s Chief Constable dating back to the 1960s appear to have secrets worth killing for. 

Jane Wymark returns as Barnaby’s long-suffering wife Joyce, Barry Jackson is pathologist Dr Bullard and Kirsty Dillon plays DC Gail Stephens 

MIDSOMER MURDERS attracts top viewing figures on ITV1 and is one of the UK’s best programming exports with sales to 230 territories from Afghanistan to Zambia.

A 13th series is currently in production, as John Nettles prepares to hand over his responsibilities to a new detective.

Producer Brian True-May says:  “It’s tremendously satisfying that MIDSOMER MURDERS continues to attract such a high calibre cast who often ask to come back again as different characters.   

“Luckily, they don’t seem to be put off by the gruesome murders that may be in store for them.  In the 12 years that we’ve been going so far, our victims have been dispatched in many weird and bizarre ways - a hatpin, poison from a tropical frog, King Neptune’s trident, a French guillotine, a vat of soup and a slide projector to name but a few!”

“The Creeper” is written by Andrew Payne and directed by Renny Rye.  The executive producer of MIDSOMER MURDERS is Brian True-May and the series is made by Bentley Productions, part of the All3Media Group, for ITV1.
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Synopsis – The Creeper

A burglar dubbed the Creeper terrorises Midsomer as Barnaby and Jones investigate the murder of a dinner party guest at upper-crust Chettham Park House.  A group of high society friends with links both to gangsters and the Chief Constable dating back to the 1960s appear have secrets worth killing for. 

A housebreaker dubbed ‘the Creeper’ is terrorising the villages of Midsomer and the latest victim is none other than Chief Constable Richard Lovell.

At Chettham Park House, Jack Filby hosts a birthday dinner for his neighbour Freddy Chettham.  Due to hard times, Freddy lives in the Dower House in the grounds with his parents Lady Isobel and Sir William.  Filby and his daughters, spoilt Martha and unkempt Tallis, live in grandeur with their butler Rupert.

Fellow dinner guest David Roper made his name ghost-writing a book by gangster Harry Godbolt.  Now he wants to write his friends’ life stories, even though William is broke and Filby hates the idea.

Angry at being rejected, Roper hits the bottle and wanders into the park where he’s attacked.  He turns up at the Dower House covered in blood and is put to bed.  During the night the Creeper enters – and the next day Roper is found smothered.

Barnaby and Jones investigate the murder and the Chief Constable’s break-in.  Filby is also burgled, as is Dr Goring, another dinner party guest.  Tallis shows Barnaby a fox she has rescued, while Jones finds Martha flirting with Rupert.

It appears Roper was dragged to the Dower House after being hit by a branch and had taken codeine.  That night, the Creeper breaks into the Barnabys’ house and leaves two framed pictures – one of the high society friends at an art gallery in the 60s and an etching marked ‘fake’.  Barnaby realises the Creeper knows the group’s secrets.

Martha says her father was angry because she had a fling with Roper.  Rupert admits hitting Roper after the party but claims he only wanted to scare him off.  Meanwhile, art dealer Hugo Greening helps the detectives realise Filby and Isobel were once an item.

Dr Goring is shot dead in Curate’s Wood but it is staged to look like suicide and her medical notes have been shredded.  Barnaby makes a discovery at a London clinic – but when he tells the family that Filby is Freddy’s real father no-one is surprised.

Joyce finds it was the Chief Constable who arrested Godbolt in the 60s after a tip off, boosting his career. What is the connection between the police chief and the friends and who is the Creeper? As the net closes, Barnaby realises there are secrets worth killing for.
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Characters

Chief Constable Richard Lovell - Paul Shelley

The Chief Constable of Midsomer County Constabulary, Lovell is a superficially powerful man.  But his position of authority leaves him less secure than he realises.

Janet Lovell - Jane Booker

Lovell’s wife Janet is a little nervous because a housebreaker dubbed The Creeper is sneaking into people’s homes in Midsomer while they sleep and stealing from them.

Jack Filby - George Costigan

Jack’s in his 50s but works hard at projecting a youthful front. Despite the matey exterior, he’s a man who’s used to getting what he wants.  He lives with his two daughters.

Martha Filby - Amanda Ryan

In her 30s, Martha is attractive in a sexy, spoilt sort of way, but she’s a lost soul.

Tallis Filby - Nathalie Cox

Tallis is in her 20s, gorgeous, unkempt, a lover of animals and verging on the feral.  

Rupert - Oliver Le Sueur

Rupert is Jack’s butler at Chettham Park House.  He presents himself outwardly as an impeccable young man, but he is insolent and flirtatious.

Freddy Chettham - Oliver Kieran-Jones

It’s impossible not to like Freddy, the 25-year-old son of Isobel and William Chettham. He works in the City for Jack Filby, but it’s far from his dream job.

Isobel Chettham - Jenny Agutter

Lady Isobel is in her late 50s, once a great beauty and still very glamorous in a bohemian sort of way.  She’s happily married to Sir William.

Elizabeth Chettham - Barbara Jefford

Octogenarian Elizabeth is a grande dame of the old school.  She hates the fact that the family now live in the Dower House while the Filbys reside in their ancestral home.

William Chettham - Julian Wadham

Sir William is the 12th baronet, a handsome man who’s kept his looks.  He’s had a gallery, a magazine, a record label – but they’ve all gone bust.

David Roper - Rik Mayall

Freddy’s godfather, Roper claims to have beaten the booze but a life of dissolution has left its mark.  He’s made his name as ghost-writer for a gangster.

Dr Goring - Angela Down

A tweedy hunting-shooting-fishing country GP.

Hugo Greening - Nickolas Grace

A threadbare dandy, a dealer in iffy art and antiques.
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Interviews with the Cast

John Nettles plays DCI Tom Barnaby

John Nettles feels ‘spoilt’ - because of the star names who make guest appearances in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“In this episode we have Jenny Agutter who is wonderful.  She has a very special beauty and is so elegant.  I’m exceptionally lucky to have such actresses to work alongside.  This series we also have Lucy Cohu, Janet Suzman, Saskia Reeves and Caroline Langrishe, so I am very spoilt.

“More than any other drama of its kind, Midsomer casts artists who are classically trained.  Many join us from the Royal Shakespeare Company and the English National Theatre.  As a result I have been fortunate enough to work with countless valued friends and to meet many more.  Working with people you get on with is so important, especially when the days are long and we film in all weathers, locations and at all times of the day.”

“The Creeper” also features Rik Mayall, Nickolas Grace, Julian Wadham and George Costigan.

Says John:  “Rik Mayall was a complete surprise.  You think of all the anarchy but he was surprisingly disciplined and controlled.  He was also very funny, of course, and great to work with.

“I had worked with George Costigan on an episode of Bergerac so we go back a long way together.  He always plays terrifying characters but he is such a lovely man and it was good to meet up with him again.  Nathalie Cox who plays his daughter Tallis is a model as well as an actress and she was very good.”

Barnaby has to probe the grandeur of high society when a man dies following a lavish dinner party at a country house.  At the same time, a housebreaker dubbed ‘the Creeper’ is terrorising Midsomer.

Explains John:  “Someone is breaking into the grand houses in the dead of night and taking things, although not necessarily expensive items.  At one point he or she comes into Barnaby’s bedroom which gives Mrs Barnaby quite a turn.  Nothing was going on in their bedroom, as usual!”

John has been a long-running player with the RSC and his other TV credits include The Liver Birds, A Family At War, The Merchant of Venice, Romeo and Juliet and The Hound of the Baskervilles.  He has also narrated several major TV series.

At the start of the New Year, John will be half way through filming his final series of MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“I’ve had a tremendous time over the past 13 years and there’s no doubt that 2010 will be a memorable one for me as I will complete my last four films and bid an emotional farewell to Midsomer,” he says.
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Jenny Agutter plays Lady Isobel Chettham

Jenny Agutter was delighted to renew her working relationship with John Nettles as part of dysfunctional Midsomer family the Chetthams.

“I play Lady Isobel who is very feminine but full of contradictions.  She’s a little eccentric in an English way, not always showing her true feelings about things.  She covers up for the family who are somewhat dysfunctional.

“It was lovely to work with John again.  We played the Capulet parents in a television adaptation of Romeo and Juliet and we have since done a programme about automobiles.  I enjoy watching MIDSOMER MURDERS and friends and family were pleased to hear I was going to do one of the episodes, as they are all fans of the series.

“I choose my parts in two ways – first if the role itself is interesting and then if I like the company, the director, the producer and the actors involved.  I love John Nettles’ work and his company.  It’s a series that has a great reputation and it was fun to do.”

“I enjoyed discovering new corners of the countryside, although I had visited the Chilterns, I had never seen any of the locations we filmed at.  They were typical English landscapes, totally idyllic.’

Jenny also enjoyed acting alongside Rik Mayall.

“Rik was a joy and great fun to be around.  He comes in larger than life from rehearsal onwards and the performance doesn’t go down.  He arrived at the readthrough fully prepared, attacked his role with gusto and kept on building his character through rehearsal to the final take.  He is full of energy and never sits quietly for a moment.  The complete antithesis of John Nettles who is wonderfully laid back.

Jenny appears in Stephen Poliakoff’s latest feature film, Glorious 39.

“It’s about a rather grand family in 1939.  I play Bill Nighy’s wife, and Romola Garai is our adopted daughter, through whose eyes the story unfolds.  The film is a thriller, dealing with the darker side of the second world war. It is about the people who wanted appeasement, and tried to stop the war happening at any cost.

Jenny made her name as a teenager in The Railway Children and Walkabout, her many credits include Logan’s Run, An American Werewolf in London, Equus, Blue Juice.  Her recent TV credits are Spooks,The Alan Clark Diaries,  The Invisibles and Monday Monday.
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Rik Mayall plays David Roper

Rik Mayall has his eye on John Nettles’ job in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“John has always been my biggest hero – that’s why I wanted to do the part.  I have always wanted to play Barnaby so you never know, come 2011 if they want me, I am available!”

Rik plays David Roper, a friend of the upmarket Chettham family – and a bit of a drunkard.
“The role appealed because there’s a bit of a fighting, a bit of being carried upstairs and the promise of working with Jenny Agutter.  Roper is not a well dressed man so when people see me in real life, they will think what a cool, well-dressed, sober and un-violent man I am.”

Adds Rik:  “I was very impressed by how fantastically efficient an organisation it was.  I thought I was a wild danger man, but they seemed to take me on quite effortlessly!”

Rik made his name as one of Britain’s foremost alternative comedians and was a member of the Comic Strip.  His credits encompass both comedy and drama and include The Young Ones, Bottom, The Dangerous Brothers, The New Statesman, Carry On Columbus, The Canterville Ghost, Jonathan Creek and Minder.  He has also voiced many animated characters.

Julian Wadham plays Sir William Chettham

Julian Wadham was pleased to come back to life in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“I was shot dead in a previous episode about 10 years ago so I am a corpse that has returned.  It was lovely to be back as so many of the crew hadn’t changed and the atmosphere is good.  It was like returning to be with old friends.”

This time around, Julian plays Sir William Chettham, a baronet who has hit hard times.

“He is a decent man, but he’s weak.  William is conventional and his aspirations are conventional, such as wanting to see the family line continue.  That is both his strength and his weakness.  

“What I particularly liked is that nobody is exactly who they think they are, literally in terms of their DNA, which makes for an interesting environment.  It’s also interesting to see the pressures people put onto their children.”

The role reminded Julian of an earlier role as a baronet.

“Funnily enough, I played a character called Sir James Chetham in Middlemarch so it’s the second time I’ve played a baronet with that name.”

- 7 -

Adds Julian:  “It was lovely to work with John Nettles again.  As well as my earlier time on MIDSOMER MURDERS I did an episode of Bergerac, where I murdered his French wife.  He has forgiven me now, I think, because the first thing he did when we met up was whisk me off to the pub and break open a bottle of champagne!”

Julian’s other credits include The English Patient, The Madness of King George, Maurice, Goodbye Cruel World, The Government Inspector, My Boy Jack, Lewis and forthcoming feature film Legacy.
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Small Mercies

Cast List

DCI Tom Barnaby 
 John Nettles

DS Ben Jones 
 Jason Hughes

Joyce Barnaby 
 Jane Wymark

Dr Bullard 
 Barry Jackson

DC Gail Stephens 
 Kirsty Dillon

Chief Constable Richard Lovell 
 Paul Shelley

Janet Lovell 
 Jane Booker

Jack Filby 
 George Costigan

Rupert 
 Oliver Le Sueur

Martha Filby 
 Amanda Ryan

Tallis Filby 
 Nathalie Cox

Freddy Chettham 
 Oliver Kieran-Jones

Isobel Chettham 
 Jenny Agutter

Elizabeth Chettham 
 Barbara Jefford

William Chettham 
 Julian Wadham

David Roper 
 Rik Mayall

Dr Goring 
 Angela Down

Hugo Greening 
 Nickolas Grace

Mrs Painter 
 Monica Gibb

Production Credits

Producer 
 Brian True-May

Director 
 Renny Rye

Writer 
 Andrew Payne 

Consultant 
 Betty Willingale

Based on characters created by 
 Caroline Graham

A Bentley Production for ITV1

