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JULIA MCKENZIE IS MISS MARPLE
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Julia McKenzie talks about her time filming They Do It with Mirrors. 
“It’s a good old story, this one. A lot of people wanted to come back from the other episodes to have a look at Joan Collins! People asked ‘what was she like, what was she like?’ and I can tell them she was delightful. She’s very glamorous but she didn’t mind going into what we call a ‘threeway’ – that’s three little caravans in one instead of a whole Winnebago! We had a scene together at the Ritz with dancers, which was delightful. We also had a very nice director called Andy Wilson who’s done quite a lot of these Agatha Christies, so it was good to be in his very experienced hands.” 

“One of the things which always amuses me is how Agatha Christie had to invent various ways for Miss Marple to get into police contact, because it doesn’t matter how much she knows, she can do nothing with it unless it’s handed to official sources. She’ll find different ways in and I think the phrase I like most of all is when the detectives come in here and say ‘Ah Miss Marple...you’re well known at Scotland Yard’, which means she’s in immediately! This is one of those where they were told not to disregard what she says! Of course she doesn’t look as if she’s any sort of threat - she just looks like a very normal, which indeed she is, little old lady. They don’t know that her brain is terrifically analytical, that she knows human behaviour instinctively.” 

Retrospective on the series...  

“I’m always completely amazed when I get the cast lists. They don’t tell me in advance - I think they like to surprise me. It’s quite staggering who wants to be in Marple, especially as most of these people have series of their own and they’re coming in to do virtually a cameo. I think it’s a testament to how good the series is. The one worry now is that they’re using up actors at the rate of knots, so I think they’re going to have to bend their rules and have some back!”
“Most of the actors are people I hadn’t worked with before but had admired from afar. I liked them all, especially the inspectors. But it’s invidious to name single people because it’s just been a very happy experience. It can be quite lonely [being the only constant cast member], but I have a few bottles of wine and champers in the fridge - people join me before they go and have a little drink, which is very nice!” 

“All four episodes were a learning curve and I’ve enjoyed that experience hugely. I did go into the role rather quickly and didn’t have time to do the normal sort of research I might have done. So I’ve played it on my instincts. I have learnt a lot and I’m looking forward to the new series because, although I remain the same person, I think there are little technical things I can probably employ next time around.” 

PRESS RELEASE

Another Marple, another stellar cast 

Following her debut as Miss Marple in A Pocket Full of Rye and Murder Is Easy, Julia McKenzie is again joined by a stellar cast for They Do It With Mirrors. 
Joining Julia are Joan Collins, Elliot Cowan, Brian Cox, Liam Garrigan, Emma Griffths Malin, Sean Hughes, Alex Jennings, Ian Ogilvy, Tom Payne , Maxine Peake, Alexei Sayle, Sarah Smart, Nigel Terry and Penelope Wilton.

The glamorous Ruth Van Rydock (Joan Collins) contacts her old friend Jane Marple with a mystery – her sister Carrie Louise’s study has been devastated by a fire. And Ruth suspects foul play. 
While Carrie Louise (Penelope Wilton) has the same blithe spirit as ever, Ruth fears dark forces are at play at Stonygates, the home Carrie shares with her third husband Lewis Serrocold (Brian Cox), various relatives and a motley crew of young criminals, the latest object of Carrie’s philanthropic endeavours.
On the eve that a theatrical performance is staged for their guests, one of whom is Miss Marple, an even more fascinating performance is taking place before their very eyes. One where the final act is murder...  
They Do It With Mirrors is written by Paul Rutman and directed by Andy Wilson.  
Renowned for her work with Stephen Sondheim, Julia has starred in The Philadelphia Story at the Old Vic, and has achieved numerous awards, both on Broadway and in the West End.  She won an Olivier for her performance as Mrs Lovett in the National Theatre production of Sweeney Todd.  Julia has recently appeared in Cranford as Mrs Forrester and the critically acclaimed Notes on a Scandal. Earlier credits include Fresh Fields, Bright Young Things and Blott on the Landscape. 
Julia McKenzie is the seventh actress to take on the much-loved character on screen, following in the footsteps of Geraldine McEwan, Gracie Fields, Margaret Rutherford, Angela Lansbury, Helen Hayes and Joan Hickson.  

Press release continues…

The Emmy Award nominated ITV films have been sold to over 100 territories worldwide and peaked in the ratings at 10 million viewers. 

The Marple films are co-produced by ITV Studios and Agatha Christie Ltd, a Chorion company, and US network WGBH.  Mammoth Screen’s Michele Buck and Damien Timmer executive produce Marple on behalf of ITV Studios. Phil Clymer, formerly Chorion’s Director of TV & Film and Rebecca Eaton of WGBH are Executive Producers. 
Christie remains the most popular novelist in history, with her work being published in 50 languages in over 70 countries and more than two billion of her books sold to date.  As well as the renowned Poirot and Miss Marple series, Christie also wrote the detective series Tommy and Tuppence and a wealth of other murder mysteries and thrillers between 1920 and 1976 including the bestselling And Then There Were None and the record breaking play The Mousetrap.  

LWT began broadcasting Agatha Christie's Poirot in 1989 and the BBC was previously the producer of the Miss Marple dramas.   
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Joan Collins
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Alexei Sayle 

SYNOPSIS
Carrie-Louise (Penelope Wilton) and her third husband Lewis Serrocold (Brian Cox) run a correctional facility for young men on their estate, Stonygates, where they also house a family and step-family. After a fire tears through Carrie Louise’s office, her sister, Ruth Van Rydock (Joan Collins), urges their old - and somewhat less glamorous - friend, Miss Marple, to visit the blithely unsuspecting philanthropist. 

As Carrie-Louise’s family gamely prepare a musical revue for the inmates of the facility, Marple senses all is not right beneath the veneer. Lewis Serracold muddles through a full dress rehearsal in front of the family in the Library, but is interrupted by his secretary - the troubled young Edgar Lawson (Tom Payne), one of the inmates working for the family - wielding a gun in a seemingly deranged state. Though Edgar is wrestled to the ground by a surprise visitor, Carrie-Louise’s second husband, the theatre impresario Johnny Restarick (Ian Ogilvy), the maid Miss Bellever announces that Carrie-Louise’s nephew, Christian Gulbrandsen (Nigel Terry), who forms part of the trust that maintains the correctional facility, has been murdered in the study.

Examining the note Gulbrandsen was writing before being stabbed, detectives Inspector Curry (Alex Jennings) and Sergeant Lake (Sean Hughes) ascertain that he was trying to warn Carrie-Louise of an attempt to poison her. Marple pierces Inspector Curry’s patronizing preconception of her in order to help discover the source of the threat. There appears to be no end of hidden resentments and agendas under Carrie-Louise’s roof; her free-spirited, and beautiful adopted daughter Gina (Emma Griffiths Mallin) generates the envy of her younger, plainer sibling, Mildred (Sarah Smart), and her husband Wally (Elliot Cowan) looks on bitterly as she flirts with own step-brother, Stephen Restarick (Liam Garrigan), estranged son of charismatic Johnny, against whom Lewis Serrocold holds grave suspicions… 

Marple begins to realize that the only way she will discover the root of the danger is if she unpicks the conjuring trick played on the night of the murder, in order to reveal what the true 
crime really was, and why it occurred…

INTERVIEW WITH PENELOPE WILTON 


Tell us about your character 
Carrie-Louise is a wealthy philanthropist, or rather she is married to a wealthy man who is able to supply the money so she can be one. She is the younger sibling of a much more realistic sister Ruth (played by Joan Collins) and is a very generous, good-hearted, rather innocent person. She runs this rehabilitation home for offenders and the murder mystery revolves around her and a number of people who come back into her life. Miss Marple is an old friend who comes to stay and tries to help Carrie-Louise resolve the difficulties she finds herself in. In this case Carrie-Louise is never a suspect. In fact, somebody tries to murder her, so she is rather more of a victim. Being a do-gooder who is trying to help people, she finds the fact that someone should be turning on her very bewildering and upsetting.

What attracted you to the part? 

I thought it was very well written - I can’t do anything without having the actual material there to work with. I thought the character was very interesting and plausible and the story engaging and enjoyable. The cast was a lovely surprise and a lot of them I’ve worked with before. Brian Cox, who plays my husband Lewis, played my husband in Woody Allen’s Match Point, so it was very nice to play husband and wife again.

What do you think Julia McKenzie brings to the part of Miss Marple? 

Julia is a wonderfully serious, intelligent and witty performer. She’s got all the ingredients you need for Miss Marple and she encapsulates the character fantastically well. 

Interview with Penelope Wilton continues…

Are you an Agatha Christie fan? 

I loved the books and read many of them when I was younger. I’ve enjoyed all of the series very much as well. I’ve never done an Agatha Christie before so I was really delighted to do this one. 

Why do you think her work has such enduring appeal? 

The fun of both her books and the series is following all the dead ends and then retracing your steps: there are lots of false threads. I suppose all of us think we have a little bit of Miss Marple in us and if we observe strongly enough or look carefully enough we can become the investigator. Agatha Christie was a great storyteller and she was very good with character: you don’t just get wham-bang special effects - she incorporates these wonderful characters into a heightened realism. Great stories will always work because they take the audience and then lead them somewhere. All the characters in Christie’s work start in one position and, by the end, are changed by the events of the story. I think her stories are a British institution and thank goodness we have them. 
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