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MIDSOMER MURDERS

A model village becomes the focus of a full-scale investigation when a violent murder shatters the peaceful and picturesque surroundings of Midsomer.

John Nettles and Jason Hughes are back on the trail of mystery and mayhem in “Small Mercies”, a brand new episode of the top-rating ITV1 drama MIDSOMER MURDERS, from Bentley Productions. 

When a man is killed in a model village and tied down like Gulliver in Lilliput, DCI Tom Barnaby (John Nettles) and DS Ben Jones (Jason Hughes) discover a community full of traditions, tourist attractions and tea rooms.  

But behind the guide books and picture postcards, the residents of Little Worthy hide many secrets from one another.  

As Barnaby and Jones investigate, the killer strikes again amid the chaos of the annual fancy dress boat race.   Can the detectives persuade anyone to tell the truth about the villagers of Little Worthy?

“Small Mercies” features more top-name guest stars including David Ryall, Margaret Tyzack, Caroline Blakiston, Abigail Thaw and Jesse Birdsall.  
Jane Wymark returns as Barnaby’s long-suffering wife Joyce, Barry Jackson is pathologist Dr Bullard and Kirsty Dillon plays DC Gail Stephens 

MIDSOMER MURDERS attracts top viewing figures on ITV1 and is one of the UK’s best programming exports with sales to 230 territories from Afghanistan to Zambia.

A 13th series is already in production, as John Nettles prepares to hand over his responsibilities to a new detective.

Producer Brian True-May says:  “We are delighted that MIDSOMER MURDERS has become part of British television history and that it continues to draw high audiences in the UK and around the world.  

”In the 12 years that we’ve been going so far, Barnaby has solved more than 200 murders, we’ve hired 900 actors and nearly 21,000 extras, and we’ve used over three million feet of film!”

“Small Mercies” is written by Peter J Hammond and directed by Peter Smith.  The executive producer of MIDSOMER MURDERS is Brian True-May and the series is made by Bentley Productions, part of the All3Media Group, for ITV1.
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Small Mercies – Synopsis

A man is killed in a model village and tied down like Gulliver in Lilliput, shattering the peace of sleepy Little Worthy.  Behind the traditions, tourist attractions and tea rooms, the villagers hide many secrets from one another.  As Barnaby and Jones investigate, the killer strikes again amid the chaos of the fancy dress boat race.

The sleepy hamlet of Little Worthy is shaken when a man’s body is found tied down in the model village, just like Gulliver in Lilliput.  Sisters Harriet and Hilary Compton, who own the miniature village, are stunned, but caretaker Bob Moss seems more upset about the blood on his figurines from the violent stabbing.

Victim Richard Tanner was a man who didn’t want Little Worthy to move with the times.  His sister Jackie reveals he recently jilted his lover, schoolteacher Rebecca Rix, and Barnaby finds her classroom is full of children’s paintings about Gulliver’s Travels.

The local hotel, Franklins, is run by Edward Palfrey and his simple girlfriend Bernice.  Edward’s rebellious teenage daughter Christa is devastated at news of Tanner’s death.

Rebecca tells Barnaby and Jones that Edward suggested the school’s Gulliver theme.  Meanwhile, Mike Johnson from the gift shop and Kate Dove from the tea room are having a secret affair.  Mike begs Barnaby to let the annual fancy dress craft race along the river go ahead as planned.

Bullard reveals Tanner was struck with a single blow.  Christa was the last to see him alive but has locked herself in her room.  And the Compton sisters are disturbed when the figure of a policeman is put through their letterbox.  Harriet threatens to sack Moss.

On race day, Christa admits that she and Tanner were lovers.  They broke into the model village for a romantic liaison before he died.  Stephens finds an eight-inch bodkin among the miniatures, just like the ones in Jackie’s craft shop.  Could it be the murder weapon?

While straight-laced Harriet stays at home, villagers flock to the race with crazy costumes and bizarre boats. Amid the collisions and splashes, Christa’s craft goes off course. Joyce drags Jones to meet it but everyone has gone – except Christa who is lying dead, the trident from Mike Johnson’s Neptune costume driven through her heart.  Mike protests his innocence, although Jackie says he asked her to make the trident with sharp points.

Barnaby is questioning Edward and Bernice when there’s news of another murder – Harriet is found battered to death in the chapel and some small graves at the sisters’ house are desecrated.  Moss confesses to the murders but Barnaby doesn’t believe him – can he persuade the caretaker to reveal the truth about the residents of Little Worthy?
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Characters

Harriet Compton - Margaret Tyzack

Harriet co-owns a model village in the tourist village of Little Worthy with her sister Hilary.  She is in her 60s, straight-laced, religious and has never married.

Hilary Compton - Caroline Blakiston

Harriet’s sister Hilary is less puritanical than her sister and was once married – but her husband died when she was a young bride.

Bob Moss - David Ryall

Bob is a lifelong bachelor who is employed by the Compton sisters to care for and maintain the model village.

Richard Tanner - Jamie Treacher

Richard is in his late 30s and believes Little Worthy should not be changed in any way.  He’s a larger-than-life character in a small world.

Jackie Tanner - Sanchia McCormack

Jackie is Richard’s half sister and runs Little Worthy’s craft workshop.

Rebecca Rix - Emma Stansfield

Little Worthy’s nursery school teacher, Rebecca was once Richard Tanner’s lover and still resents being rejected by him.

Edward Palfrey - Paul Bentall

Edward owns the gloomy Franklin’s Hotel. He’s a forlorn and lugubrious man whose wife ran off with a brewery rep, leaving him to bring up his infant daughter.

Christa Palfrey - Matilda Sturridge

Edward’s daughter Christa is 17, rebellious and a touch Goth.  She suffers the hotel even though it is her home and has little respect for her father’s partner Bernice.

Bernice - Olivia Colman

Bernice is simple, homely and trustingly childlike.  She answered an advert for a waitress-cum-maid at the hotel and soon began a relationship with Edward.

Annabel Johnson - Abigail Thaw

Annabel runs Little Worthy’s suffocatingly chi-chi gift shop ‘Browse Awhile’ and is married to Mike.

Mike Johnson - Jesse Birdsall

Mike helps his wife in the gift shop and likes the ladies.

Kate Dove - Michelle Butterly

Kate owns and runs the Butterball Tea Rooms with her husband, and she’s Mike’s lover.

Steve Dove - Ian Targett

Steve is 40 and is the put-upon and cuckolded husband of Kate.
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Interviews with the Cast

John Nettles plays DCI Tom Barnaby

What’s new for fans of Midsomer Murders in the latest film “Small Mercies”?

The episode references Gulliver’s Travels because the murder victim is a man found tied down to the ground in a model village as if he was like Gulliver in Lilliput.  We filmed the scenes at Bekonscot Model Village in Beaconsfield, which is a 1930s time warp and an ideal setting for deadly deeds in Midsomer.

How close are you to being an honorary policeman after solving so many on-screen crimes? 

Barnaby and Bergerac before him have seen more dead bodies than any real-life policemen, but there is nothing distressing about the world they conjure up.  No-one is going to have nightmares after watching either programme.  I have played a policeman for the last 20 years, but it’s a very different world to the one that real policeman inhabit, and I could not do their job.

Has anyone ever asked for your help in a real life crime? 

No, but my daughter Emma was staying with me in Jersey once and we had our bicycles parked outside.  They were nicked - but I didn’t even notice they had gone for two weeks.  Apparently two lads had attacked a guy with a firing pistol, seen our bikes and made off on them.  I only realised when I was told by the police they might be ours.  That’s my only brush with crime - and I made an utterly useless detective!

Are the villages as idyllic as they look on screen?

I love the locations in Midsomer and often go back to have lunch in villages like Bledlow or The Lee in Buckinghamshire when we’re not filming.  We work in some beautiful old manor houses and gardens, and the churches are haunting and romantic with stunning Norman architecture.  It’s not always as peaceful as it appears though - filming often gets interrupted by aircraft noise and eternal strimmers.

When will the villagers of Midsomer work out they are living in the most dangerous county of Britain?
It’s a highly dangerous place and I believe it has a murder rate 10 times that of Chicago!  My old professor of logic from the University of Southampton wrote to me saying, by process of elimination, DCI Tom Barnaby must be the murderer.  I’ve been forced to hand in my badge before I’m the only one left standing!

When you complete filming what will be your favourite memories of the series? 

My favourite memories will be of the cast and crew alike.  I will miss the camaraderie and company of all the different actors who have graced our episodes down the years.  Each time we film an episode it is like a reunion of long lost friends.  

Another memorable moment was when I met the Queen.  She looked at me, all eyes twinkling, and said “Well I certainly shan’t be visiting Midsomer – far too dangerous”!
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David Ryall plays Bob Moss

David Ryall enjoyed playing a caretaker whose peaceful existence is shattered in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“Bob is a gentle character, a kind chap.  He potters around in his cap and cardi like a gardener and he’s never had huge ambitions in life.  He’s saturnine but happy with his lot as a country person.

“He looks after the model village and it’s become his life.  He likes his little creatures there rather more than real people.  So when he finds a dead body it’s a terrible shock and rocks his whole world.

“The murdered chap is tied down like Gulliver in the middle of the model village, like a horrendous kind of joke.  Bob feels it is an outrageous thing to do and he takes it personally.”

Bob is employed by the Compton sisters to maintain the model village.

Explains David:  “His one venture into real life was an affair with a lady which didn’t work out but he’ll always carry a torch for her.  Because of the English class system, it was doomed because they are not in the same class as people.  I hope he has a happy ending.”

The role is David’s first appearance in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“I’d never worked with John Nettles before but I admire him very much and he was charming, a complete gentleman.  I think MIDSOMER MURDERS is unique and very English, and I love the country pastimes and slightly eccentric characters.  It was also fascinating to go to the model village at Bekonscot.”

David is well-known to viewers for his role in the BBC comedy Outnumbered.

“I played the granddad and it was a great series.  The kids were marvellous and out-acted us all.  It was the best of the old and the new.  The children were allowed to improvise and that was the cream on the top.”

David has been acting since the 1960s and his other credits include Love for Lydia, The Knowledge, Jake’s Progress, Lytton’s Diary, The Singing Detective, Anglo Saxon Attitudes, To Play the King and Truly Madly Deeply.

He is currently filming the role of Elphias Doge in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1.
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Caroline Blakiston plays Hilary Compton

Caroline Blakiston is hoping for a hat-trick of appearances in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“This is my second time as I did an episode in 2005 so it was lovely to be asked back.  I read the script and just thought ‘goody’.  I thought it was one of the best scripts I’ve done on television so I’d be happy to come back for the hat-trick.

“I play Margaret Tyzack’s sister and we worked together in the old Forsyte Saga of the 70s where I was an outspoken racy society girl and she was one of the aunts.  So it was fun to be reunited.

“One assumes that Hilary had a great sorrow in her life; she loves a guy in the story and this seeps out along with other revelations.  Harriet, Margaret’s character, is very controlling and disapproving as a sister and they don’t really get on.  Hilary has had quite a tough time – she runs things in Little Worthy and cares passionately about the model village – but she is a loyal and broken-hearted woman.”

The filming locations brought back many memories for Caroline.

“We filmed at Great Missenden where I had been at boarding school after the war so it was lovely to go back.  The last time I went, my old school was being used for Hammer House of Horrors and the dining room was dressed up for a black mass!  It was a hoot.

“In my previous time on MIDSOMER MURDERS, we filmed at Dorney Court near Windsor with jousting and all sorts of medieval behaviour going on.  That was good fun, too, because I’d previously been burned alive there for Children of the New Forest.”

She adds:  “We had some pretty cold days this time around and it was quite bitter out on a lake.  We had hand-warmers in our boots to keep our feet warm and Reg from costume provided the best possible fur hat so that kept me warm.  It’s very rare to be well looked after, so what you get on Midsomer is very special.”

Septuagenarian Caroline shows little sign of slowing down.

“If something thrills me, if I think it’s really well written or if I meet a director I really like, then I want to do the work.  Hilary was quite a big part, and I liked the character.  She’s a bit of a mystery and it’s intriguing to find out why there is a sadness there.”

Adds Caroline:  “John leads the company tremendously, he’s has a huge classical career and he’s the pillar of the programme, yet he joins in with all the young actors – I can’t understand why he hasn’t been knighted!”

Caroline played Lady Patience Hardacre in Brass and her other many credits include The Caesars, Wives and Daughters, The Mallens, The Last Song, Star Wars – The Return of the Jedi, Rides, Scoop and The Commander.
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Abigail Thaw plays Annabel Johnson

Abigail Thaw was thrilled to be asked to join the esteemed roll call of guest stars in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“We watch the programme in our house and it’s something I’ve always wanted to be in.  The scripts are great, the stories are wonderful and everyone looks like they are having a great time – and indeed we did.

“I hadn’t worked with John Nettles before, but we had a lot of connections.  I knew his first wife Joyce and my step-sister had worked with John many years ago and I knew of him through other people as he’s extremely popular and has such a wonderful reputation amongst actors.”

Abigail plays Annabel Johnson, who runs a gift shop in the tourist trap of Little Worthy.

“Annabel is very frustrated and rather bored, sad with her loss.  She has found herself in an unhappy marriage to her husband Mike, played by Jesse Birdsall, after a childhood romance that went too far.  She has a very neglectful husband and in small villages people talk, but she just wants to have a bit of fun.”

Adds Abigail:  “She dresses a bit below her years, with quite a feminine and girly feel and lots of bright colours and floaty dresses.  I loved playing her.”

The role turned out to be a poignant experience for Abigail, the daughter of the late John Thaw.

“There were a lot of people on MIDSOMER MURDERS who had worked with my father.  They came up to me and said such lovely things about him.  One of the drivers even made me cry because he was so kind.  I feel privileged to meet people – both cast and crew – who have had a part in my father’s career.”

Abigail was encouraged by both sides of her family to follow in her father’s footsteps.

“My mother started at RADA and met my father when she was an actress, but she gave up when she had me.  She went on to become a professor and my step-father is an Oxford don.  But they and my father and step-mother Sheila Hancock were all very supportive once I set my mind to do acting.  We’re all very close and I’ve been incredibly lucky.”

Abigail’s other credits include Vanity Fair, Trust, Big Bad World, Casualty, Love Soup and Tales of the Fourth Dimension.
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Small Mercies

Cast List

DCI Tom Barnaby 
 John Nettles

DS Ben Jones 
 Jason Hughes

Joyce Barnaby 
 Jane Wymark

Dr Bullard 
 Barry Jackson

DC Gail Stephens 
 Kirsty Dillon

Bob Moss 
 David Ryall

Harriet Compton 
 Margaret Tyzack

Hilary Compton 
 Caroline Blakiston

Edward Palfrey 
 Paul Bentall

Bernice 
 Olivia Colman

Christa Palfrey 
 Matilda Sturridge

Jackie Tanner 
 Sanchia McCormack

Rebecca Rix 
 Emma Stansfield

Annabel Johnson 
 Abigail Thaw

Mike Johnson 
 Jesse Birdsall

Kate Dove 
 Michelle Butterly

Steve Dove 
 Ian Targett

Richard Tanner 
 Jamie Treacher

Production Credits

Producer 
 Brian True-May

Director 
 Peter Smith

Writer 
 Peter J Hammond 

Consultant 
 Betty Willingale

Based on characters created by 
 Caroline Graham

A Bentley Production for ITV1

