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MIDSOMER MURDERS

It’s Christmas in Midsomer but there’s little time for turkey and crackers for DCI Tom Barnaby and DS Ben Jones when an explosion rocks a haulage yard and a man’s body is found in a trunk floating on a lake.

John Nettles and Jason Hughes return as the unflappable detectives as murder and mayhem once again threaten to disrupt the peaceful and picturesque surroundings of the Midsomer villages.

‘Days of Misrule’, a two-hour MIDSOMER MURDERS film from Bentley Productions, is transmitted as a repeat in the ITV Christmas schedule.

It guest-stars Tim Pigott-Smith as haulage company boss and Territorial Army leader Matt Parkes, Niamh Cusack as grieving mother Penny Galsworthy and Joseph Millson as Parkes’ ruthless son James.

Jane Wymark is back as Barnaby’s wife Joyce, with Barry Jackson as pathologist Dr Bullard and Kirsty Dillon as WPC Gail Stephens.

Executive Producer Brian True-May says:  “Days of Misrule has everything you want in a Christmas film – a mysterious crime, a host of possible weird and wonderful suspects, beautiful locations, and, in Barnaby, one of the most popular TV detectives of all time.  We’re sure it will have a wide appeal.

“Barnaby and Jones go on manoeuvres with the TA which is very amusing, but the episode is ultimately an emotional piece because of a difficult father-son relationship.  We’re delighted to have the excellent Tim Pigott-Smith as a guest star.”

MIDSOMER MURDERS: ‘Days of Misrule’ is written by Elizabeth-Anne Wheal, produced by Brian True-May and directed by Renny Rye.  It is made by Bentley Productions, part of the All3Media Group, for ITV1.
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Days of Misrule - Synopsis
Christmas is coming and Barnaby and Jones are dragged away from a hated team-building exercise to investigate an explosion at a haulage yard run by TA commanding officer Matt Parkes and his son James.  James is ruthless in business and with women but is he capable of arson or murder?  Calham Cross is also home to a peace protestor, a grieving mother and a host of trained killers. 

Christmas is coming and Barnaby and Jones are taking part in a team-building exercise organised by acting Chief Superintendent John Cotton, a young and ambitious officer.  The weekend is run by Midsomer Yeomanry’s TA, under the command of Colonel Matt Parkes, a haulage boss, Captain Tim Galsworthy, who runs a classic car business, and Sergeant Ed Lovell.  The TA is also preparing for a war game in the woods.  

Joyce is practising for a carol concert at Calham Manor Military Hospital, also the home of peace campaigner Caroline Halsey.  Fellow choir member Penny Galsworthy is angry and still grieving for her daughter Gilly, who committed suicide two years earlier.

At Parkes yard, Matt’s son James runs the business but he also seems to be involved in some shady activities with truck driver Dale Mitchinson.  Later that night, as Dale’s dad Don does his rounds as watchman and Penny hides in the shadows, there’s an explosion.

Barnaby and Jones escape from Cotton to investigate the fire.  Jones knows James from schooldays and the detectives also feel Don and Dale are hiding something.  Forensics identify arson as the cause of explosion and the footprint of an Army boot is found near the scene.  James points the finger of suspicion at Caroline – his grandmother.

Layla Barkham, the daughter of TA sergeant George and his disabled wife Nina, reveals that James got Gilly Galsworthy pregnant then dumped her.  She hanged herself in Calham Woods.  Layla also hates James for returning to Midsomer and taking the haulage company from her father, ruining her chances of going to medical school.

Barnaby discovers that Caroline has a conviction for causing explosions, while James and Tim sell a restored Lamborghini to a young, rich customer.  Then a man’s body is discovered in a trunk floating on the surface of Calham Lake.  He is identified as Alec Grainger, the owner of a classic Bentley who was seen arguing with James.

James is arrested but claims the row was over his relationship with Grainger’s daughter.  But WPC Stephens discovers Grainger has business links to both Tim and James.  

As Barnaby and Jones search for James, the TA begin their war games.  There’s a scream in the darkness and Layla, Caroline and Penny are found with the blood-soaked body of James.  What shady business was he involved in – and who killed him and Grainger?
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Characters

Chief Supt John Cotton – Nick Fletcher

A highly-ambitious, earnest, youthful 35-year-old, Cotton has seen little frontline police work.  While filling in for Barnaby’s boss, he is using his time to introduce officers to the ‘latest’ police working methods.  Barnaby is less than convinced by Cotton’s programme.

Caroline Halsey – Judy Parfitt

Caroline is an admirably formidable, active woman with a great sense of humour.  She has been a political activist and peacenik in her youth and remains a dedicated anti-war campaigner.  But her energies are now mostly focused on matters closer to home.

Matt Parkes – Tim Pigott-Smith

Matt is a TA colonel who now helps to train potential new recruits and runs his family’s agricultural haulage business.  Matt represents the best of traditional British values – he’s firm, fair-minded and hard-working.  His Achilles heel is his son James.

James Parkes – Joseph Millson

James is good looking and canny but he’s also thoroughly selfish, lacking the moral centre that is so evident in his father.  He’s returned home from living the high-life in France, insisting that he is ready to become head of the family firm.

Tim Galsworthy – Tom Beard

Tim serves as a captain in the TA and runs a classic car business.  He’s kind, responsible and loyal, but losing his 18-year-old daughter to suicide has upset every aspect of a once fulfilled and contented life.

Penny Galsworthy – Niamh Cusack

Penny was a contented mother and wife, socially active and well-liked, but, like her husband Tim, has been shattered by the death of her daughter Gilly.  She is now angry, incredulous and traumatised – a fragile, lost soul.

Ed Lovell – Tony Bell

Ed is a serving TA sergeant and a mechanic for Tim Galsworthy’s company.  He’s a serious, well-organised man who counts himself lucky to work at something he loves with a man he respects.  But his life is a bit more complicated these days…

George Barkham – Philip Martin Brown

George is a TA sergeant in his 50s and is also Matt Parkes’ long-serving yard manager.  He saw active service under Matt and has the highest regard for him.

Nina Barkham – Alyson Spiro

George’s wife Nina has been wheelchair-bound since a hit and run accident a couple of years ago.  The family have survived with help from Matt, but there have been costs.
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Characters (cont)

Layla Barkham – Elspeth Rae

Layla is the Barkhams’ 20-year-old daughter.  She is bright and attractive but is resentful because a change of family circumstances has meant her father cannot afford to help her with her dream of going to medical school.  

Don Mitchison – Sidney Livingstone

Don should have retired but still works part time as Matt Parkes’ watchman.  He’s dedicated to Matt – rather than James - but is a little slow. 

Dale Mitchison – Gus Gallagher

Dale is Don’s son and a driver for Parkes Haulage.  He’s a decent, hard-working type but has come under the influence of his friend James.

Daisy – Alexandra Morris

Seventeen-year-old Daisy is sweet, sexy and vulnerable.  She’s Jamie Parkes’ current girlfriend.
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Interviews with the Cast

John Nettles plays DCI Tom Barnaby

John Nettles is reluctantly put through his paces on an army assault course in MIDSOMER MURDERS: Days of Misrule. 

“The episode involved me in some action sequence, but I have honed my acting craft to absolute stillness and I like scenes behind a desk, not falling over in mud,” he jokes. “When we started filming back in 1996 the sun always shone and we only shot four episodes a year.  Now half the series is filmed in deep, deep winter.  

“A lot of the cast of Midsomer are, like me, of a certain age and we like our creature comforts.  When the temperature falls below minus five, one fears for the life of these wonderful character actors!”

Despite some comic moments slipping on the mud with co-stars Jason Hughes and Kirsty Dillon, John is certain viewers won’t be seeing any out-takes on TV.

“I don’t like behind the scenes and I object to any clips like that being shown.  I think it’s important to maintain a little mystery.”

‘Days of Misrule’ features Tim Pigott-Smith, Niamh Cusack and Joseph Millson among the guest stars.

Says John:  “It’s a great story and a terrific cast.  One of the great things about the series is that actors of great quality make themselves available for us.  

“Sharon Stone would be a dream guest and Eileen Atkins, because she’s so good.  I’d also love to have Kevin Whateley in an episode.  He’s a great actor on stage and television.  And apparently Holly Willoughby is a fan – I’d be delighted to have her on board too.  We are lucky to have a number of extraordinarily beautiful women in the programme.”
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John Nettles plays DCI Tom Barnaby (cont)

When ‘Days of Misrule’ is screened, John will be enjoying a festive break with his daughter and family in Jersey.  John will also be spending some of his short break from filming at the home he shares with his wife Cathy, near Stratford-on-Avon.

“We only have one dog now, a Welsh Collie called Greta, but I have five chickens called The Spice Girls, bought for me by the missus who thought I should take up smallholding.  So on my days off from MIDSOMER MURDERS and digging up bodies, I go and collect eggs.  No doubt, I’ll also be going to the RSC to see some of my acting friends and enjoying some mulled wine and chestnuts.”

John is certain viewers will enjoy watching MIDSOMER MURDERS at Christmas-time, despite the film adding to the death toll in the fictional English villages.

“I think it’s quite suitable for Christmas viewing – after all, in the Christmas story, doesn’t Herod kill everyone under two?  I don’t think anyone takes the deaths in MIDSOMER MURDERS very seriously though.  It’s part of the culture of the British whodunit that death is sanitised.”

John has starred as DCI Barnaby since 1997.  He found fame over 20 years ago as Jersey heart throb Detective Sergeant Jim Bergerac in BBC’s detective series Bergerac.  His other credits include The Liver Birds, A Family At War and The Hound of the Baskervilles.

He has been a long running player with the Royal Shakespeare Company, and has appeared in TV dramatisations of The Merchant of Venice and Romeo and Juliet.  John has also narrated several major television series including Airport, Disaster, X Cars, Fraud Squad and The Tourist Trap.
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Jason Hughes plays DS Ben Jones

Jason Hughes enjoyed getting dirty in MIDSOMER MURDERS: ‘Days of Misrule’.

“Barnaby, Jones and Gail Stephens, go on an outdoor assault course with the TA because their acting chief constable thinks it’s a good idea for team-building.  It was great to get away from the desk and do some scenes with a bit of comedy.

“We filmed the episode in a winter at Bramley army camp in Surrey and it was bitterly cold.  The mud was frozen so they had to chuck a load of water on it and mush it up in order to make it nasty and muddy and sloppy.  When we fell over it was like falling into a freezing cold slimy bath!”

After many series of MIDSOMER MURDERS, Jason no longer feels like the new boy.

“Jones has developed as a character.  Unlike the eccentric villagers, Jones doesn’t get involved in the main thrust of the story so you have to manufacture bits and pieces of character background so he doesn’t become bland.  When you get good actresses coming in it’s great.  When Emma Cuniffe appeared in Cully’s wedding episode, we suggested something was going on between them even though you never saw them being intimate.  

“His relationship with Barnaby has changed.  He’s starting to tease Jones a bit and he’s more jocular when things go wrong.  Jones is a real jobsworth who lives for work.  He tends to jump ahead and make conclusions.  Barnaby teases him and I like that.”

Adds Jason:  “Even though I’m the young one amongst the cast, John and I get on really well.  We spend a lot of time together and he’s a good laugh.  He loves his music and we’re getting into swapping artistes at the moment.  I have given him Richard Hawley and Ray LaMontagne and he gives me Alison Krauss.”

Jason lives in Brighton with his wife Natasha, and daughter Molly and  son Max and tries to get home as much as possible during the 10-month shoot. 

Jason got his acting break as Warren in This Life and his other credits include Plain Jane, Killing Me Softly, The Flint Street Nativity, Waking The Dead and Mine All Mine.  He also appears in forthcoming drama Pornography, part of the Coming Up season.
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Tim Pigott-Smith plays Matt Parkes

Tim Pigott-Smith enjoyed being back in uniform for his role as a Territorial Army commanding officer in MIDSOMER MURDERS.

“I play Matt Parkes who comes from a long generation of farmers, very well off established people although not quite landed gentry.  In those types of families, sons sometimes went to the clergy and some to the army.  Parkes went into the army and ended up back at the farm at a difficult time.  He went into the haulage industry to make ends meet and it’s blooming hard.

“Parkes has become an army man and completely espouses the values.  Truth, loyalty and comradeship – which you would expect an upright British soldier to have.  But he is not one of the world’s great thinkers and sometimes takes the virtues a bit too simplistically.”

Parkes works with his son James (Joseph Millson) but family tragedy has left them with a troubled relationship.

Explains Tim:  “He lost his wife in childbirth and has brought James up alone, in a good but rather a tough way.  He has a very difficult relationship with his son and can’t understand why James appears to reject all the values that he has lived his life by.  It’s tragic because he loves his son and can’t believe where he has gone wrong.

“That creates huge tensions in the family.  In Midsomer, everyone seems to be inter-related and one bad relationship means ten bad relationships.  There is a web of people who don’t quite get on in the way that they should.”

Parkes has continued his army career in the Midsomer Yeomanry TA, which meant a bit of outdoors action for Tim.

He explains:  “Parkes organises the Territorial Army out of a genuine sense of community and unselfishness.  He gives young lads a taste of what the army is about.  He also holds a police training day where Barnaby falls in the mud!  For one scene I found myself up to my waist in a lake at midnight in minus five degrees.  I was covered in wetsuits but it took me two or three days to feel warm again.

“I wear camouflage gear but I’ve done a lot of these sorts of parts, so I know how to wear it, like in Bloody Sunday or The Chief.  You have to live up to the uniform.  It’s interesting the effect it has on other people.  They see you as someone important and people who are anti-war also tell you what they think.

“Once, when I was filming Jewel in the Crown, I went to the pub with the actor Nicholas Farrell.  It was at the time of the Falklands and a couple of old ladies asked if they could buy us a drink.  As soon as they heard we were actors they withdrew the offer!”
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Tim Pigott-Smith plays Matt Parkes (cont)

Tim enjoyed working with John Nettles as Chief Inspector Barnaby.

“I worked with John at the Bristol Old Vic in 1973 so it was a good reunion, but we do know each other and meet up in Stratford.  He is an avid theatre-goer and often comes to see things that I am in and we have a drink afterwards.  He’s such a great ambassador for the series.”

Adds Tim:  “I was delighted to get the call for MIDSOMER MURDERS because I was beginning to think I was the only actor in Britain who’s never been in one.  Up until now I’ve been brutally and unkindly ignored!”

Since filming MIDSOMER MURDERS, Tim has directed a play about soldiers called Stragglers and recently appeared in Pygmalion at the Old Vic.  His other many credits include Winston Churchill: The Wilderness Years, The Remains of the Day, Johnny English, Gangs of New York, The Vice, V for Vendetta and Holby Blue.  

He also appeared as the Foreign Secretary in new Bond film Quantum of Solace and in Tim Burton’s new film version of the classic Alice in Wonderland story.

“I really enjoyed doing the Bond.  I’ve done big movies before but when you’ve done a lot of theatre you forget quite how big they are.  Bond was phenomenally large with lots of pressure but they really look after you.  It’s a bigger machine than Midsomer but it has the same professionalism.  I wouldn’t be so presumptuous to think they might ask me back, but wouldn’t it be terrific?

“Doing Alice with Tim Burton was a real treat, too.  My scenes are bracketed around Alice’s adventures in Wonderland and it was beautifully set up.  We shot at Torpoint in Cornwall and had 10 days of perfect weather.”

W
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Niamh Cusack plays Penny Galsworthy

Niamh Cusack describes Penny Galsworthy in MIDSOMER MURDERS as a ‘tortured soul’.

“Penny had a daughter who hung herself and she has never quite got over it.  She blames herself and her husband and there is a sadness to her.  She is quite a neurotic and tortured soul, obsessed with avenging her daughter’s death.

“I liked playing someone that obsessed.  I really did enjoy the whole experience.  They are a lovely bunch of people and there is much goodwill on set, and that comes from John and Jane and Jason.  I was completely charmed by them.

“I had the frumpiest clothes, though.  My costume fitting took me two minutes.  It was big jumpers, long skirts and sensible shoes, as Penny became anonymous and tried to hide herself.  I wasn’t buying any of the costume afterwards!”

Niamh was delighted to join MIDSOMER MURDERS’ roll call of guest stars as she is a fan of the series.

“I love all the crime dramas, especially the way they look, programmes like Marple and Poirot.  What I love about MIDSOMER MURDERS is the beautiful countryside, the way it’s so well lit and the great character performances.”

“When I’m not working I like writing and seeing my friends.  I love pottering in the garden and I walk a lot, as I have a Border Terrier called Martha and that keeps me fit.  

“I juggle home life with the offer of scripts.  I try to be close to home as I have a little boy and that has some say in my choices of work.  But I am a working actress and I do love meaty roles.  I tend towards the theatre more as that’s my joy.  It’s not the easy option but it’s where I feel most at home.”
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Niamh Cusack plays Penny Galsworthy (cont)

Niamh lives in London with her husband, actor Finbar Lynch and their son Calam.  

“I met my husband when I appeared in Chekhov’s The Three Sisters at the Royal Court 19 years ago.  It was with my two real life sisters, so I have happy memories from that time.”

Niamh’s other credits include Heartbeat, The World of Peter Rabbit & Friends, Chalkface, Always & Everyone, Little Bird, Fallen Angel, Marple: 4.50 From Paddington, State of Mind and Loving You.
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Days of Misrule - Cast List

DCI Tom Barnaby 
 John Nettles

DS Ben Jones 
 Jason Hughes

Joyce Barnaby 
 Jane Wymark

Dr Bullard 
 Barry Jackson

WPC Gail Stephens 
 Kirsty Dillon

Layla Barkham 
 Elspeth Rae

James Parkes 
 Joseph Millson

Daisy 
 Alexandra Morris

Caroline Halsey 
 Judy Parfitt

Matt Parkes 
 Tim Pigott-Smith

CS John Cotton 
 Nick Fletcher

Penny Galsworthy 
 Niamh Cusack

Dale Mitchinson 
 Gus Gallagher

Don Mitchinson 
 Sidney Livingstone

Tim Galsworthy 
 Tom Beard 

Ed Lovell 
 Tony Bell

Nina Barkham 
 Alyson Spiro

George Barkham 
 Philip Martin Brown

Production Credits

Producer 
 Brian True-May

Director 
 Renny Rye

Writer 
 Elizabeth-Anne Wheal

Consultant 
 Betty Willingale

Based on characters created by 
 Caroline Graham

A Bentley Production for ITV1

