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PRESS PACK
MOVING WALLPAPER 

“We few…we happy few…we band of brothers…and sisters…are about to change the face of television…again!”

So this is it, judgement day, the network executives have spoken, Echo Beach is no more. What will Jonathan Pope, the programme’s irrepressible producer and his team do next?

ITV1 is proud to announce the brand new series of Moving Wallpaper, from the makers of Life On Mars, Spooks and Hustle.  

BEN MILLER (Armstrong And Miller, Primeval, The Worst Week) reprises his role as hapless producer Jonathan Pope and is joined once again by RAQUEL CASSIDY (Party Animals, Lead Balloon), JAMES LANCE (Teachers, Sensitive Skin), SARAH HADLAND (Learners, Peep Show), ELIZABETH BERRINGTON (The Dinner Party, The Office), LUCY LIEMANN (The IT Crowd), DAVE LAMB (The Smoking Room) and SINEAD KEENAN (Trouble With Sex).    
Moving Wallpaper picks up where the last series ended – Jonathan and his team await their fate at the hands of the merciless Head of Continuing Drama at ITV1, Nancy Weeks (RAQUEL CASSIDY). 

Despite the end of Echo Beach, a clause in Jonathan’s contract means ITV must now offer Jonathan a pilot to produce – much to Nancy’s annoyance.  ITV’s audience must brace themselves for Jonathan’s new project:  Renaissance, a terrifying one off drama starring KELLY BROOK (Marple: The Moving Finger, School for Seduction, Smallville) and ALAN DALE (Ugly Betty, The OC, 24).

Will Jonathan’s complete lack of subtlety or tact but occasional genius be enough to make it work?   And more importantly will the world be ready for another Jonathan Pope production?

Tony Jordan, lead writer and story consultant for EastEnders, co-creator of Life On Mars and creator of Hustle executive produces both shows with Kudos’s Jane Featherstone and Alison Jackson.  Howard Burch produces.

Moving Wallpaper will be 6 x 30 minute episodes that will play out on ITV1 and is produced by Kudos in Association with Red Planet Pictures.
For further details please contact Tim West, ITV Press Office on 0844 881 3040 or tim.west@itv.com
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Interview with Tony Jordan 
Creator of Moving Wallpaper and Echo Beach

“The idea behind the new series was to give Jonathan Pope (Ben Miller) a new challenge. After the demise of Echo Beach it was pretty clear that Jonathan’s position would be under threat. The idea was for him to try and pull the rabbit out of the bag by coming up with something extraordinary which turns out to be Renaissance. 

We wanted to subvert what we thought Jonathan would do. I kind of guessed what he would actually do, what kind of show he would probably make and I felt knowing Jonathan he would probably do a ITV version of Doctor Who or something that had been a success before that he could steal. The idea was to take it out of his hands so in the first episode of Moving Wallpaper he ends up being forced into the position where he signs himself into a show without fully knowing what it is and it turns out to be about zombies. In typical Jonathan fashion he pretends it was his idea all along and then he runs with it. 

We came up with Renaissance which was the most ground breaking, startling, concept for a new show which was zombies on ITV1. We thought it was really clever and really great and then some six months later I saw Dead Set come out and I was gutted because I thought we had something unique. I think it still is unique but obviously Dead Set put a slight spanner in the works!

I think it would have been cool to have zombies running around Echo Beach! Probably even more likely if we had seen Dead Set first. I think Jonathan’s big idea would be to set Renaissance in Coronation Street with flesh eating zombies treading the cobbles eating Emily and Rita! - It’s probably just as well that we didn’t know about Dead Set before we started.

I am disappointed Echo Beach didn’t work. I think it is part of the culture we know that things aren’t always given the time to just to find their feet. It was a bit of a shame. I always envisaged that Jonathan would move on and make other television shows but the demise of Echo Beach hastened that really. 

It was an absolute joy working with the cast again. I think the second series is much more self-assured than the first. The thing about the first series is that I was writing blind. I had a blank sheet of paper and all these people in my head. When it is cast and you actually hand those characters over to the actors and watch what they have done with them and how they’ve developed them it just makes writing the second series so much easier. You have Ben Miller in your head and Dave Lamb and they just add a whole new dimension to the characters. 

Jonathan Pope is an amalgamation of different characters that you have come across in your career but strangely enough nobody ever sees themselves in Jonathan Pope. Everybody sees somebody else. Everywhere I go, including awards ceremonies, people sidle up and say, ‘I know who Jonathan Pope is’. So far I have had 312 suggestions. I had one person who is probably the main part of Jonathan Pope coming up and asking me who it was based on. There was no way I could tell him obviously. It is top secret. I have worked for a Jonathan Pope and I think everyone who has worked in television has worked with a Jonathan Pope. He is a heightened reality. Jonathan Pope lives, exists and is thriving in the British television community. 

I was tempted to do a cameo as a zombie; in fact we were all going to do it. Myself, Jane Featherstone, Alison Jackson the executive producers, were all going to dress up as zombies and be in one of the scenes. We just couldn’t get our diaries to fit so it never happened. We were going to do the Thriller dance if we agreed to do something -maybe next series! 

I think my favourite scene is when Nancy is sacking Jonathan in the first episode. He assumes there is a hidden agenda. In Jonathan’s world he can’t believe he has been sacked through incompetence or anything else because that doesn’t fit in with his self image. He assumes there is a hidden agenda and the truth behind it is sexual harassment and that Nancy wants to sleep with him. He drops his trousers and says, ‘Kneel before the Pope’ at which point she beats the sh*t out of him. That is my favourite moment. Jonathan can’t believe he isn’t universally loved and adored and that he is ever wrong. 

In this series Nancy changes quite a lot. She becomes quite a sex kitten. She is specifically based on a particular producer that I have worked with – naming no names. When I created Nancy I saw her as the sexy vamp she became and that is something that Raquel Cassidy brought to the role. We all loved it so much we used it a little bit more in series 2 - Nancy gets quite a lot of action actually. 
We set the bar quite high with Echo Beach by managing to get Jason Donovan, Martine McCutcheon and Hugo Speer. That was quite a cool thing. It was a fantastic cast. The characters I created for Renaissance were a young single Lara Croft character and a middle aged guy with kids and Kelly Brook and Alan Dale were dream casting really and the fact we managed to get them was great.     

If we did get re-commissioned for a third series I would absolutely love Jonathan Pope to make a musical. I think if he created a television musical it would be fantastic. I think would be hilarious and that’s what we’d do for the next series. 

The cast of Moving Wallpaper don’t need to sing really. Like I said we have set the bar quite high with our casting so maybe we will find out if Tom Cruise and Kate Winslet are free! We’ll try and get them anyway. I saw Tom Cruise being interviewed on the first Jonathan Ross show and I’m sure he said he wanted to be in a musical. 

What with Meryl Streep and Piers Brosnan stepping up to the mark in Mamma Mia I think Jonathan will see it as an opportunity because that is what he does. He preys on other people’s ideas. He will see how successful Mamma Mia was and will decide that that is the future of British television. The weirdest thing of all is separating my mind from Jonathan Pope when I’m creating the new series.” 

MOVING WALLPAPER CAST LIST

Jonathan Pope – Ben Miller

Kelly Brook – Kelly Brook/Samantha 

Alan Dale – Alan Dale/John Priest
Sam Phillips – Lucy Liemann

Carl Morris – Dave Lamb

Tom Warren – James Lance

Gillian McGovern – Sarah Hadland
Kelly Hawkins – Sinead Keenan

Mel Debrou – Elizabeth Berrington

Nancy Weeks – Raquel Cassidy

BEN MILLER PLAYS JONATHAN POPE

“It was strange seeing everyone again, it is exactly like being back at the first day of school. Everyone immediately slipped back into the various roles they had before; bully, bullied, teacher!

The director’s probably the one who gets bullied at first, a bit like a supply teacher with the rest of us misbehaving! Of all the shows I’ve done it’s probably the one with the absolute best cast feeling. I don’t think that generally has any bearing on how good the show is, the two things just always seem to be completely unconnected. We really do all get on really well, it feels really relaxed and you feel as though you can try different things.

We had a bit of a get together with Tony Jordan and some of the writers with all the cast and just chatted through the stories from the last series and where our characters were. It was only really very general, but it was nice to be slightly involved in the development of the characters.

In-between the series I’ve moved house (needless to say that was fairly traumatic!) I’ve shot Primeval for the third series and I made a series about physics for Radio Four about the Halldron Collider which was switched on in September.

Playing Jonathan gives me quite a bit of wishful thinking as he gets to do all the kinds of things in his life that I would like to do in mine including being in charge. As you know at the end of the last series there was a bit of a cliff-hanger as to whether Echo Beach was going to get commissioned or not and that’s where we start the second series, with the team waiting to find out what’s happened to the show. Without giving too much away, it quickly transpires that they are not going to be making Echo Beach again and in fact they are going to be making something else and the fun of this series is that they are going to be making this kind of zombie drama thing called Renaissance. 

We have Kelly Brook and Alan Dale in it and the costumes are amazing, it is so much fun.

I would have loved to have been a zombie in the show! I have already been a zombie and Jonathan kind of develops a zombie impersonation in the new series, he will be a zombie at any opportunity. 

If, hypothetically there was a Zombie apocalypse I think I would do something that no one ever seems to do in zombie films and pretend to be a zombie. Everybody seems to scream and run away but I would call the zombie’s bluff and act like a zombie, mingle a bit, long enough to get away.

There was a bit of déjà vu returning to set. After the first series the office had been completely dismantled and every little bit of paper had been taken out of it - they put it back pen for pen, matchbox for matchbox like it was before we left, and it was a really bizarre feeling. I mean, we all age in a year and you never really notice how much a person ages in a year because there are such tiny little differences, but when the background is exactly the same as it was a year ago, your brain can somehow spot the differences – it was an odd feeling.

I have a great scene with Raquel Cassidy (Nancy, Jonathan’s boss) that kicks the whole series off and it’s fantastic fun: Jonathan somehow misinterprets a situation and believes that Nancy would re-commission Echo Beach if he has sex with her and I just make ridiculous advances and it all descends into a huge fight! Nancy definitely comes off best, Jonathan doesn’t even get to land a punch! It’s a great way to start the series.

We also shot a scene where Jonathan has this moment where he tries to impress some Americans and basically tries to shoot basketballs all the way through the day and has a number of catastrophic accidents; they were really fun to do. One such incident involved mistaking a real brick for a fake one…which he promptly throws at one of the sound guy’s heads! 

I know I was heading down the physics route but I didn’t ever think I would be a physicist. It sounds bizarre but even though I was going for a PhD in Nuclear physics I was doing it for fun and was interested in it. I always knew I would have to find something else to do, believe it or not I thought about being a musician at one point and even I got a band together - that didn’t really work out. 

So I thought I would try my hand at comedy and acting and that really did work out, so I stuck with it. By the time I was doing my PhD I had to decide what I was going to do. When I was at university I did a bit of acting and thought ‘this is my thing, this is what I’m good at, thank God!’ I was interested in physics but I wasn’t exactly a gifted physicist. It was fun to find something that you really love and feel that you’re good at.

I still really love the subject, which is why I did the series for Radio Four. The series I made is a slightly jolly introduction to physics telling people how we got to where we are now, and the opportunity to meet great physicists was a privilege too.

In the future I would love to see Jonathan make a Sunday afternoon telly drama, Midsommer Murders-esque. Or let’s get Jonathan to produce an episode of Coronation Street!

On a lighter note I must say I haven’t been mistaken for Rob Brydon for a while, I’ve been OK recently! It’s the longest time in my life that I haven’t been mistaken for him! I did an episode of QI with him and I actually kissed Rob Brydon on the show.”

KELLY BROOK PLAYS HERSELF/SAMANTHA HALL

“Filming Moving Wallpaper and Renaissance was just such brilliant fun! It’s amazing actually as I get to be in this crazy B movie action film in Renaissance and then at the same time I get to act in a seriously witty comedy for Moving Wallpaper. I’m essentially doing two jobs in one – it was such fantastic experience and a great challenge.

I obviously play myself in Moving Wallpaper, well, a heightened version of myself. ‘Kelly Brook’ in Moving Wallpaper is very committed and dedicated to her work and is very similar to a method actress. She completely over analyses everything and is constantly questioning the writers’ motives.

I think she just wants to do a good job and really be taken seriously as an actress. I think because I’ve been a model and kind of broken into acting, I do understand that in reality it is very difficult for models to then be taken seriously as actresses and so I think what actresses sometimes do, or models sometimes do is over-think things a little bit too much. They’ll want to get involved in the story and the re-writing of the script and sometimes it can be a bit of a pain for the production companies they’re working for. 

I really thought it was a clever idea to not be a diva, but to be written as someone that is difficult but in a very sweet way; she just wants to do well and to make sure she delivers great lines and that people consider her to be a good actress and take her seriously. 

It would be easy  swanning around in a trailer and acting like the diva demanding this and demanding that I think the way they’ve approached me playing myself is a lot funnier and probably a lot more believable!

I think the main thing that attracted me to the role was I’ve always loved cheesy B movies and I’ve made quite a few myself, so I just thought it would be a great opportunity to do a send-up of that and to work with Alan Dale who I’m a massive fan of. Don’t call him Jim Robinson though because a few people have! People have been going around on set saying ‘Hi Jim, er I mean Alan’ - which is terribly embarrassing! He’s such a legend, so to have him involved in the project and then have us both being chased by a hoard of zombies it’s just really fun. 

It would have been weird having Jason Donovan in the new series though as he played Alan’s son in Neighbours!

Everything about the show appealed to me, the fact that I got to work with Alan Dale, be chased around by zombies, wear minuscule hot pants and then got to play myself. I think Tony Jordan’s done such a phenomenal job.

I think it works really well because it allows for some very funny moments where Alan and I will be doing a scene together while being chased by zombies and all of a sudden Ben Miller’s character Jonathan Pope will just walk on set with his mobile phone and completely destroy what the ‘actors’ feel was the best scene of the day.

Obviously the writers in Moving Wallpaper deride the actors throughout the series. When you’re an actor on a show, all eyes are on you so people see your good side and your bad side. If the boom operator has a bad day no one really pays much attention, but if the actress has a bad day and snaps at someone everyone knows about it. That’s just the unfortunate thing of being in the public eye and being well known.  

It’s a lot of pressure because if I’m having a bad day I just have to make sure I’m nice and civil to everyone.

In Renaissance I play Samantha Hall. She’s something of a romantic at heart, identifying with the heroines she reads about in her trashy novels.    To put it bluntly she’s desperately seeking Mr Darcy in a world full of Pete Doherty's!    She left school, did a year at University in Brighton studying English Literature, then dropped out to become an air stewardess.   She had a friend who worked at Virgin Atlantic who always looked glamorous in her uniform, was seeing the world and made Samantha feel like she was missing out.   Besides you're more likely to meet Mr Darcy in an upper class cabin on a flight to LA than you are in the Happy Cod on Brighton seafront!

There’s no way I wanted to be a zombie in Renaissance, in fact I am so happy I don’t turn into a zombie because they’ve had to spend about three hours in prosthetics, wear really hideous contact lenses that make their eyes itch and its cold having all that blood splattered all over you! So I’m really happy that I’m the hero of this and I get to save all the children – while wearing tiny hot pants, of course!

I look a little like a knock off Lara Croft, I heard the kids talking and they were like, ‘So how come you’re in hot pants and a pink shirt when you’ve just got off a plane and then you’re fighting zombies?’ and then George Maguire (who plays Alan Dale’s son) went, ‘Its because she’s Kelly Brook!’  And I was like, high five! I thought that was hilarious. 

I really am completely inappropriately dressed for a zombie apocalypse! At one point I had really high heels, I’m so glad I got rid of them - it never would have worked!    

If hypothetically there did happen to be a zombie apocalypse I’d probably do what Samantha does, I’d find a big beefy guy that I could latch onto who could look after me, I’d find a crow bar and I would just get a car and just drive away…but whoop ass at the same time!”

ALAN DALE PLAYS HIMSELF/JOHN PRIEST

“In Moving Wallpaper I basically play myself - well he has the same name as me, is as good looking as me but I don’t know whether I would do or say the things he does. Despite that, it was great fun and it’s quite a challenge for me because I was trying to play myself and I kept thinking “how would I feel about this or that” which is not what I’d normally do with a character.

The main thing that attracted me to the role was watching the first series. The producers sent me four episodes in LA and I laughed an enormous amount so when they made me the offer I said ‘Sure, I’d love to do it!’ I thought Ben Miller was just so funny as Jonathan Pope and I wanted to be involved in something that, In my view, was the same quality as The Office or Extras.

Despite me coming into the second series and working with a very tight cast they were all lovely and very accepting. I have never worked with any of them before and there was a lot of banter. They are all very talented. The actual work however, was hard. They drove me like a bastard! They had me working 6 days a week, 14 hours a day, I got no time to play - which was probably just as well! 

Coming up in my life I’m appearing in the new series of Lost, where I play quite an unsavoury character. However, I would really like to do another series in England, It would of course be easier to get a series made in LA, as I live there but I’m really keen to do some more work over in good old Blighty.

My parents went to the theatre a lot when I was younger and I went with them so I have always been around the theatre. I used to be a professional rugby player and got to quite a reasonable level playing as a winger and ended up playing for Auckland for a while and really loved it. 

However I got quite a nasty groin injury and I went from being the fastest winger in Auckland to the big, slow one. I had no treatment and no sympathy because you didn’t talk about those kinds of injuries. So unfortunately that was that and retirement from the game loomed. I got to the point where I really missed the buzz the rugby pitch gave me and it dawned upon me that the only other kind of place I could achieve the same kind of adrenaline was through acting. I got the bug and I continue to do so now - even at 61!

I am so lucky to have not worked with a producer like Jonathan Pope. However, I have worked with people who are complete a***holes! I remember working with a producer when I was doing Young Doctors in Australia and he also happened to be the producer on Neighbours as well. He fired me from both shows and did it with a big smile on his smug face! But you know what, the last thing I heard he didn’t have a job and my career has been completely rejuvenated so who’s laughing now?!

The best anecdote I have from filming is from when we were doing the flamethrower and zombie scene. I had to come out from behind the pillar and approach them from behind, the next thing I know I smell hair burning. The flames were flying back at me and I lost all the hair off my hands! 

In Renaissance I play a character called John Priest, a recent divorcee who’s still trying to come to terms with being a part time Dad.  He’s an engineer by trade who spends much of his time working overseas, he never really built the relationship with his kids he would have liked.   This makes the process of having them on his own all the more daunting.  Like most weekend Dads, he was finding it difficult to keep them amused so when faced with the prospect of having them for two weeks in the school holidays, he made the decision to take them to Disney World in Florida to solve the problem. Unbelievably for John and his family, a zombie apocalypse happens while they’re flying back and when they land their plane is taken over by a hoard of the un-dead, simple as that! 

The one thing I don’t want to happen in Renaissance is for my character to be killed off, in nearly every show and film I’ve been in recently my character suffers a grisly demise! Heart attack, shot in the head, poisoning, you name it I’ve gone through the bloody death sequence!” 

[image: image2.wmf]
Series II 

Episode 1
 
The production team from Moving Wallpaper is back to face a new challenge to come up with a hit show for ITV.  Egocentric producer Jonathan Pope’s frantic attempt to keep his job results in a new pilot which sees the writers switch from beach romance to zombie apocalypse.  In an attempt to make the living dead ‘sexy’, the team has to bag the biggest stars and keep them happy - whilst covering Jonathan’s blazing trail of faux pas – as well as Nancy, the ITV Head of Drama who’s willing him to fail.  Stunts, sex, cringes, and clashes with American execs follow as they attempt to create their zombie masterpiece: Renaissance.
 
In the first episode the team learns that Echo Beach is no more and Jonathan Pope’s job is on the line.  While he begs Nancy for another series, the welfare of his production team appear to be the last thing on his mind – in fact their prospects look bleak. However, as the team prepare to move on to new horizons a clause in Jonathan’s contract means ITV must now offer him a pilot to produce – much to Nancy’s annoyance. Never one to soften, Nancy gives Jonathan a paltry minute to submit a treatment for a pilot or face the sack. 
 
Ever the survivor and desperate for a great idea, Jonathan goes to extremes in order to find a great idea and out of this ‘Renaissance’, an apocalyptic zombie drama, is born. Nancy isn't worried though; she is convinced that this abomination of film will never see the light of day as it'll never pass the litmus test from the focus groups. Renaissance will never grace the home of Coronation Street and Ant and Dec! 
Despite Nancy's assurance that Jonathan will fail catastrophically he manages to cast his leading lady almost instantly by poaching Kelly Brook from an ITV period drama that's filming nearby.
Episode 2

Jonathan wants to get Renaissance off to a good start by getting American interest in the show.  He’s miraculously managed to bag his stars – Kelly Brook and Alan Dale. He has his hoard of zombies, special effects and grand sets, all the ingredients to impress the American execs, but it’s just not enough for Jonathan - he also wants his team to be as Americanised as possible. 

Cue the arrival of baseball caps, a basket ball hoop in the office and Jonathan miraculously becoming temporarily Jewish!

However, the team have other things on their mind.  Gillian is loved up with her new boyfriend who seems to ‘love’ everything and Tom is set the task of calming a rather rampant Nancy.

Predictably Jonathan’s plan to woo the American executives starts to unravel and cracks start to show when Jonathan injures a member of the crew by throwing a brick at his head after mistaking it for a fake prop.

Episode 3

Jonathan thinks he and Alan Dale are best mates, so is put out when his star has organised a wrap party for everyone and not invited him.  

In an attempt to re-establish his friendship with Alan, Jonathan over-steps the mark and offends his leading man. Never one to miss a chance to berate Jonathan, Nancy arrives on the scene to declare Alan has locked himself in his trailer and refuses to return to set until Jonathan apologises for sexually assaulting him.

Irritated with having to make amends for a trivial misunderstanding Jonathan finally relents under Nancy’s bullish scrutiny and apologises to Alan Dale.

After clearing the air with his star, Jonathan learns that he was in fact invited to Alan’s wrap party but Nancy had never passed on his invite. In a moment of male bonding Jonathan misguidedly hugs Alan and squeezes his bum to make light of the whole ‘sexual harassment affair’ from earlier in the day.

Jonathan’s faux-pas results in Alan refusing to do the big stunt that is crucial for Renaissance.  Desperate times call for desperate measures, so Jonathan steps in as Alan’s replacement for the stunt, a 50 foot fall from a tower, whilst on fire…  

MOVING WALLPAPER CREDITS

Tony Jordan – Executive Producer, Creator and Writer

Jane Featherstone – Executive Producer

Alison Jackson – Executive Producer

Howard Burch – Producer
Charlotte Bloxham – Co Producer

Jude Liknaitzky – Co Producer

Will Smith – Writer, episodes 2&6
Roger Drew – Writer, episodes 2&6
Sam Leifer – Writer, episode 3
Jane Bodie – Writer, episode 4
James Payne – Writer, episode 5
Gordon Anderson – Director, episodes 1 - 3
Elliot Hegarty – Director, episodes 4 - 6
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