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THE STARS HEAD TO BLACKPOOL FOR

THE ROYAL VARIETY PERFORMANCE 2009 

Award-winning comedian Peter Kay is to host The Royal Variety Performance 2009 which for the first time since 1955 will come from the home of British variety - Blackpool.  The town’s legendary Opera House – the largest theatre in the UK outside of London with a seating capacity of 3000 - will play host to this gala evening in the presence of Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. 
The brilliant Peter Kay will preside over the show which promises to be an unforgettable evening of the best UK and international musical performers, show-stopping theatre, comedy and speciality acts as well as a number of sensational surprises.  Peter says, “It's an honour and a privilege to be asked to host the Royal Variety, but even more of delight to host it in Blackpool “.
Acts lined up to appear include: the winner of this year’s Britain’s Got Talent, Diversity, the amazing and multi-award winning, Bette Midler, MOBO and Grammy Award-nominated singer Lady Gaga, Oscar winner Whoopi Goldberg, along with the cast of the smash-hit West End production, Sister Act, Canadian singer and Grammy Award winner, Michael Buble, BRIT Award winning singer, Mika, Britain’s Got Talent’s mezzo-soprano, Faryl Smith, and musical extravaganza, Here Come The Girls, featuring Grammy Award winner Chaka Khan, multi-award winning singer-songwriter, Anastacia, and singer-songwriter and actress, Lulu, OBE, X Factor winner Alexandra Burke, teen superstar Miley Cyrus, opera star Katherine Jenkins and the critically acclaimed comedians Jason Manford and Paddy McGuinness.

Diversity’s Ashley Banjo says about taking part in The Royal Variety Performance: “We are really nervous to be honest.  We have done some big events since winning the show (Britain’s Got Talent) but this really is a massive TV audience, a massive live audience, including Her Majesty The Queen.  
“There’s a few things to be thinking about! It’s almost like going back to BGT again, like when you come out, there’s like that kind of pressure again.  We’re really looking forward to it but we are quite nervous as well, to be honest.”
What will they be doing for their routine? “We are kind of upping the bar, we are just trying to make the tricks and general level of the routing higher.”
Ashley adds: “I can’t wait to meet Peter Kay, he is such a funny guy…Lady Gaga, she’s really cool…it’s a massive line-up!”
The star studded spectacular will take place on 7 December and be screened on ITV1 later that month.  It will be produced by ITV Studios, the makers of the 2007 Royal Variety Performance which attracted an impressive 9 million viewers.
The Blackpool production continues ITV’s tradition of staging The Royal Variety Performance in cities and towns outside London.  Previous shows have been hosted in Birmingham, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Liverpool.
As is customary, the event is staged in aid of the Entertainment Artistes’ Benevolent Fund, whose patron is Her Majesty The Queen. The money will help to maintain Brinsworth House in Twickenham, Middlesex – the entertainers’ retirement and nursing home which is run by the EABF. 

Further information contact:

Mark Boustead: 

mark.boustead@itv.com
0207 157 3015 / 07725 555 824
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PETER KAY TALKING ABOUT HOSTING THIS YEAR’S THE ROYAL VARIETY PERFORMANCE

He is still only 36 years old, but Peter Kay has already achieved an amazing amount. One of the best-loved comedians in the country, he has had several massively successful TV shows, a record-breaking stand-up tour, two best-selling books, and shed-loads of hit singles and DVDs. He has also won a mantlepiece-endangering number of awards. The one thing he has not yet done, though, is host the Royal Variety Performance. Until now. 

Peter is a hugely popular choice to compere the Royal Variety Performance 2009. The comedian, who has twice appeared on the bill at the show, couldn’t be more delighted to front this most prestigious evening, which for the first time since 1955 will be held at Blackpool’s legendary Opera House.

Peter, who hails from Bolton, beams with pleasure at the prospect of compering this star-studded gala performance, in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh.  “It’s a real privilege to be asked to host the Royal Variety Performance, so I said yes immediately. Then they said, ‘it’s in Blackpool’, which is even better. 

“To me, Blackpool feels safe, like home. I went there as a child, and I did my first video at the top of the Blackpool Tower. The thought of introducing acts such as Mika, Whoopi Goldberg and Paddy McGuinness at the Blackpool Opera House is fantastic.” The stunning bill for the Royal Variety Performance also features Lady Gaga, Bette Midler, Michael Buble, Miley Cyrus, Alexandra Burke, Katherine Jenkins, Diversity, Sister Act, Lulu, Faryl Smith, Chaka Khan, Anastacia and Jason Manford. 

On the night, there will be an additional thrill for Peter, who has also masterminded the superb new Children in Need single by the “Animated All Star Band”. “My Nan’s coming to the Royal Variety Performance, and it’ll be her birthday. She’ll be 88 that day. So, of course, I’ll be singing ‘Happy Birthday’ to her from the stage!”

Peter adds that, “I’ll also be making comparisons between my Nan and the Queen. Does she put her wheelie bins out every Wednesday? My Nan’s got four now! Does she hold her seat-belt across her body, rather than click it in, for short journeys? Does the Queen do that when she’s being driven down the Mall for a pint of milk?”

The comedian, who has just announced a tour which comprises of four dates at Manchester’s MEN Arena in April and is entitled the “Tour that Doesn’t Tour” Tour, has never met the Queen before. “It’ll be lovely to meet her,” enthuses Peter, before reflecting: “I wonder if during the show, she says, ‘pass me the Terry’s All Gold, Phil – let’s get to the bottom layer!’”

The show is broadcast in the run-up to Christmas, and Peter expects to make jokes about that hectic period. “It’ll be coming up to Christmas, and all people will still have to get is ‘bits’. ‘What have you still got to get? Just bits’.”

Launching into another inspired routine, he says that, “I go to M and S on Christmas Eve, and there’s never any bread or milk. It’s like the disaster movie, 2012. The shops shut for two days and people think it’s the end of the world! People panic-buy. ‘The shops are closed for two days – I better get four loaves and freeze two of them. I also better get a load of cream’.  And if you want a Tesco Online delivery on Christmas Eve, you have to book it in March. At this time of tear, they always give you replacements. Instead of Dream Topping, they’ve given you Cillit Bang!”

Peter concludes that, “of course, it’s a tremendous honour to host the Royal Variety Performance. I’m really looking forward to it. The great thing about being a compere is that if you’re not doing very well, you can just introduce someone else. You can say,’ here’s Mika,’ and run off!”

ENDS     
