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Sharpe’s Peril

Sean Bean returns to ITV as hero of the hour Richard Sharpe in a new adventure set in the heat and dust of 19th century India.

In 2006, after a gap of eight years, the award-winning drama Sharpe returned to ITV for two feature length episodes of Sharpe’s Challenge, attracting more than seven million viewers.  Now our hero returns for Sharpe’s Peril, another epic adventure starring Sean Bean (Outlaw, North Country, Lord of the Rings, Troy) and written by Russell Lewis (Sharpe’s Challenge, Murphy’s Law, Inspector Morse).

Sean Bean is joined once again by Daragh O’Malley (Waking the Dead, Wire in the Blood) as Sharpe’s best friend Sgt Patrick Harper in this bloody enterprise filmed entirely in India.

Sharpe’s Peril takes up where Sharpe’s Challenge left off.  Sharpe and Harper are on their way to Calcutta, when they come upon an East India Company baggage train.  The party travels warily through enemy territory. Its leaders fear Chitu, the legendary bandit who controls the area. When the attack happens, Sharpe has to take over and lead the party 300 miles through enemy territory, training up the ill assorted group into proper soldiers.  
ITV’s Director of Drama, Laura Mackie says: “It’s a great coup for ITV to welcome Sean Bean back to the channel.  Sharpe is hugely popular with both our male and female viewers because it offers adventure, romance and the sort of escapism usually limited to the big screen.”

Sharpe’s Peril also stars Raza Jaffrey (Spooks, Mistresses), Luke Ward Wilkinson (Wild at Heart), Beatrice Rosen (The Dark Knight, Charmed) and Sharpe regular Michael Cochrane as Sir Henry Simmerson.

Sharpe’s Peril is written by Russell Lewis, directed by Tom Clegg, produced by Malcolm Craddock and Muir Sutherland and co-produced by Paul Frift.  Stuart Sutherland is the executive producer.
Sharpe’s Peril  is a Celtic Films Entertainment / Picture Palace Films production for ITV1.

For further information please contact:

Lisa Vanoli ITV Press Office 084488 13033  lisa.vanoli@itv.com
Pictures Patrick Smith ITV Picture Desk 084488 13044 patrick.smith@itv.com
Sean Bean is Sharpe

Sean Bean was keen to show a deeper side to heroic soldier Richard Sharpe in this latest Sharpe escapade - a man weary of battle but resolved to do his duty.

“Sharpe is a man who has gone through 25 years of a military career.  He has seen a lot; some good and some horrific things,” says Sean.

“My intention was that he was portrayed with meaning and thoughtfulness, and a sense of melancholy about the character.  A man who wasn’t as rash, bold or ambitious as he was before, rather, that he is a man who has found himself in these dangerous situations. I hope that it will be received as such. 

“Remember Sharpe is a man who has seen so much injustice and bloodshed, and as it says in one scene, ‘there’s never been a good reason for war, it’s just for money.’ War is waged by governments and I think Sharpe has become disillusioned - he’s done his bit and just wants to get home. There’s a more thoughtful side to Sharpe, he thinks about his family and how he’s going to live the rest of his life hopefully without the constant turmoil the life of a soldier brings.” 

Sean, who has starred in 15 Sharpe films before Sharpe’s Peril, continues: “Sharpe is not in the strictest sense a truly accurate historic character but the films touch upon moments in history that did happen.  This time around we were in agreement that we didn’t want to repeat anything, even though the essence of Sharpe is his daring and swashbuckling, we wanted to establish a growth of Sharpe and the other characters. Not only to keep the audience interested but also to allow the characters which surround Sharpe to tell their story.

“An actor can feed on the actors around him and everybody just threw themselves into this project, and with the extensive research that went into the writing I think that it has evolved into a very interesting piece of work that perhaps differs from what we’ve seen before with Sharpe. No longer does he act rashly or with ambition, he just wants to get home alive.
“He thinks about how to tackle the situations that challenge him, his mortality comes to the forefront of his mindset, for the first time you really see a more vulnerable and sensitive side to Sharpe.  He needs to live so he can find his daughter.”
A star on both sides of the Atlantic, Sean is infinitely proud of Sharpe.  Of this latest two-parter he explains: “We’ve achieved something that is rarely done on television these days: a period drama filled with action, with everything from the fights to the drama and all the costumes. I think it was ambitious, and that’s what people like to see. All these shows about the police and forensics, personally they bore me stiff, I think people want to see this kind of thing without having to go see a feature film. 
“The great thing about this was taking a whole cast and crew to film in India, in 120 degree heat.  We’d be filming a scene and people would say their lines and then throw up. But what we were doing was so exciting, it got us through it. Fortunately I was fine this time, but that’s India for you at the end of the day.”
And Sean is a big fan of the country having grown to love it while filming the last Sharpe, Sharpe’s Challenge, there two years ago.

“It’s a different pace of life, you get there and it’s such a change from the fast pace of say London or America. You’ve just got to accept that it’s a slower way of life and once you do it is wonderful. There is a language barrier and it does have a different culture but I could film there every year. I love the country and think it’s an extraordinary place to visit. 

“The people we met and worked with had such a positive energy.  I’ve never been anywhere like it.  I’ve travelled extensively but I’ve never experienced the sense of good-will these people have in their lives.  People have nothing, but they’re genuine and happy.  I’m not sure whether it’s their religion or their culture but they have real pride in themselves and their lives.

“I’m going back there in January for a friend’s wedding and I can’t wait.”

Singing the praises of his young co-star, Luke Ward Wilkinson, Sean says: “Luke’s such a wonderful actor he knew exactly what he was doing.  He’s such a great young man as well. Working with someone like him, whose acting is so truthful and sincere, it can make you cry. He almost had me going every time we did a scene together. You’d be proud to have him as your son. 
“If you’re working with someone like Luke it really spurs you on. I think there were some fantastic performances in this film, which were enhanced by such a well written script by Russell Lewis.”
But the old excitement of filming is always there with Sharpe.  Sean admits to always doing his own stunts and this time was no different. From galloping along mountain tracks to being blown up, it’s all in a day’s work for the Sharpe cast.
Sean laughs: “Yeah, the director, Tom Clegg, says ‘stand here’, and I’m thinking ‘hang on there’s some bloody semtex about to go off’ and he’ll say ‘you’ll be alright’. It’s not even tested, you don’t rehearse it, and it just goes BANG! 
“We’ve always been like that on Sharpe, just chuck ourselves in. Daragh O'Malley (who plays Patrick Harper) will always say to me before we start filming a stunt ‘God Bless’ and I’ll say ‘you too’ and the next thing you know there’s guns going off, carriages and horses flying everywhere and you finish the scene and think ‘that wasn’t really acting, that was real terror’.” 
Daragh O’Malley is Patrick Harper

When severe weather conditions hit rural India during the filming of Sharpe’s Peril  Daragh O’Malley was in the line of fire.

“It was a seething hot day then out of the blue there was a mini tornado in the middle of the village where we were filming,” he recalls.

“It wrecked part of the set and sent a tent pole flying into my face. Luckily my head is so thick it bounced off. I was taken to an amazing hospital – like one of those field hospitals in the TV show MASH.
“Here we are meeting a Sharpe in turmoil with his fighting career coming to an end wondering where to go from here.  Harper has been back in Ireland running an oyster bar so I think he sees himself more as a mercenary soldier in this story.  But this is the rough and tumble of battle and he is back with Sharpe where he belongs.

“In the story Harper has a very pertinent line, he tells Sharpe ‘the likes of you and me were not born to die in bed… but rather in the field of battle clouds of glory trailing.’  These two are junkies for this kind of action but it is coming to an end.
“The camaraderie is one of the main attractions of the Sharpe films and one of the main reasons it has been so successful.  These guys have been through thick and thin together.
“We’re not saying Sharpe and Harper are based on real-life soldiers but they are amalgams of the types who would have fought in the Napoleonic wars and who would - for that matter - have fought in a lot of wars.

“I received a letter from a lawyer in America, a Vietnam vet, who had made a major study of camaraderie in battle and he said Harper and Sharpe epitomised the friendship that develops between men when they come under fire.”

Daragh himself was delighted to be back filming in India having shot Sharpe’s Challenge there two years ago.

He explains: “It was a different experience this time around; knowing what to expect.  It was very different terrain. One rural area we filmed in hadn’t had rain for three years. The people are so welcoming though. They love watching us and are always smiling.  If you look beyond the poverty they have a rich life and religion, a salvation they are wholly convinced by. Things we have lost sight of.”

In this latest adventure Harper’s life is threatened, but not in the usual way…

“He has kidney stones so is in agony for much of the time.  But he struggles on and heroically does his best. In the end Indian magic cures him.”

Daragh is one of the Sharpe veterans who have been in every film.

He says: “If somebody had suggested way back at the beginning of Sharpe that eventually 16 years down the line Sharpe and Harper would end up in India, I would have said absolutely no way.  It has been fantastic.

“I know there have been people who have objected to the amorality of Harper, for example, the fact that he doesn’t think too long and hard about killing men.  But I’m sure I would enjoy his company. We’d probably find we shared some vices - smoking cigarettes, backing horses, for example - and got on famously together.”

Raza Jaffrey is Lance Naik Singh

Although used to playing a modern day hero Raza Jaffrey relished the opportunity to display  true heroics on the set of Sharpe’s Peril.

“It’s been really nice to play the kind of strong and honourable man who was very much of his time. Playing Zaff in Spooks was great and people really reacted to him in a good way but my character in Sharpe is a real hero of the piece.  He’s one of the last men standing, desperate to fulfil the dying wishes of his officer.”

Raza was involved in some action packed sequences during filming.  He says: “I get to take out a few men with a giant plug used to ram the cannonballs and there is a very dramatic river crossing.

“But in one scene I manage to grab a gun the wrong way round; not very cool.  You’d think I’d know one end from the other. All those years in MI5 haven’t really paid off!”

Explaining his character Raza says: “Naik Singh is a lance corporal in the Royal Engineers, so he is in the British Army.  I am right hand man to Major Tredinnick and we are lumped together with East India Company soldiers struggling to get across India and home.  That’s how Sharpe comes across us, he’s homeward bound too and we all end up in a dire situation together.

“It’s the first period drama I’ve done for television so I’m really hoping to do more. I love the costumes, and the characters you get to play are so fascinating.”

It’s not the first time Raza has worked in India though: “I recorded part of the Bombay Dreams soundtrack in Madras.  It was bizarre because my grandfather was actually a lighthouse engineer in Madras.

“Normally I would visit the big cities in India; Mumbai, Madras etc.  But filming Sharpe out there meant we saw places you would never normally see as a tourist.”

“We filmed in a dilapidated palace which was built as a folly for a rich landowner in the early 1900s.  And the small village communities we filmed in around Orcha, where they haven’t seen rain for years, you would never know existed.”

Raza became a fan of Sharpe while preparing for his role. 

“I started watching more and more of the films when I learned of the prospect of filming out in India.  I was desperate to get the part because I think Sean Bean is brilliant and have always wanted to work with him.
“As soon as you tell people you’re doing a Sharpe film you have fans coming out of the closet all around.  There are a lot of real Sharpe buffs out there who live and breathe the show.”

One of the most memorable experiences Raza has brought home with him is of the array of animals he worked with, and stumbled across, during filming.

“There aren’t many jobs where you get to stand next to a couple of elephants who have walked from their home in Rajasthan to work on the set.  They are the most incredible animals and if you were on set with a bottle of water and they fancied a drink you could pour the contents down their trunks.  Wonderful.

“Mind you they got wise to how enthralled with them we all were and they’d take water from everyone then start using it to spray us.  There were also beautiful horses on this. I didn’t ride myself but I have to hold a horse during a mock avalanche which was quite scary.

“We saw great big cobras and there was a mongoose which followed the same route through our hotel garden every evening.”

Beatrice Rosen is Marie-Angelique

Beatrice Rosen has always wanted to star in a costume drama so Sharpe’s Peril was a dream job for the beautiful French actress.
“My whole life I have wanted to do a period movie so to have fulfilled this ambition was just one of the great things about the job,” enthuses Beatrice.

But it wasn’t all plain sailing.

“The conditions were really hard.  We were filming in crazy heat - 45 degrees most of the time. In addition I was wearing a corset and several layers of petticoats which made it even hotter.

“Add to that sitting on a horse in the sun all day feeling sick and it did spoil the experience at times.”

Beatrice, who has recently been seen in the Batman movie Dark Knight, had to learn to ride for the part of feisty Marie-Angelique.

“It was a lot of fun learning but my horse wasn’t very cooperative a lot of the time.  It was exciting riding across the terrain in India though.  I loved it there; such a beautiful country and kind-hearted people.”

Describing her character, Beatrice says: “Marie-Angelique has a very strong personality.  Her father lost her in a bet playing cards with a Major.  She isn’t at all happy that she has to marry this man but he is handsome and accomplished so she decided to make the best of the situation.

“However when she discovers his true colours she is devastated.  Then she also has a love-hate relationship with Richard Sharpe. He is the first man to ever say no to her and there is a strong attraction between them.
“She is very modern for the time; up front and strong-willed.  She doesn’t like authority; being told what to do. Marie-Angelique has been a great character to play as she goes through every emotion which makes it so interesting as an actress.  She goes from being a little spoilt princess who everyone panders to and evolves into a woman who would stay up all night to nurse the sick and help them get better.

“It is when she’s under pressure that all her good personality traits come out.  She proves that she is brave and gutsy.”

And even though she admits to never having seen an episode of Sharpe, Beatrice enjoyed filming with the man himself, Sean Bean.

“I had never worked with him before but he was really easy going.  A very reserved, thoughtful man always polite and extremely nice to everyone.  It was a pleasure acting with him, that’s for sure.”

SYNOPSES

EPISODE ONE

India, 1818.  Following the events of Sharpe’s Challenge, Lt. Col. Richard Sharpe (Sean Bean) and Sergeant Major Patrick Harper (Daragh O’Malley) travel across India, escorting the beautiful yet headstrong Marie-Angelique Bonnet (Beatrice Rosen) to meet her fiancée Major Joubert (Pascal Langdale), towards the distant port of Calcutta, where Sharpe and Harper are due to take the ship for England. 

Travelling through the lawless, bandit-plagued badlands, they come upon a camp consisting of the very dregs of the Crown’s troops in India - an ill disciplined, rag-tag unit led by boy soldier Beauclare (Luke Ward Wilkinson), who are accompanying an Indian Maharani's cavalcade whilst supervising the transfer of a suspected murderer (whom we later learn to be Barabbas Hakeswell, son of Sharpe's sworn enemy) to a court martial.  
Amongst others in the convoy are the Reverend Lovelace Watkin (Jonathan Moore), come to the sub-continent intent on bringing enlightenment to the heathens, armed with no more than a harmonium and a case of scriptures, and Lt. Robert Treddinick (David Robb), an engineer come to India to build roads and bridges with his assistant, Lance Naik Singh (Raza Jaffrey).  As Sharpe and company sit down to have dinner with their hosts, the camp comes under attack by the notorious bandit Chitu.  As the dust settles, it becomes apparent there have been many casualties, with Beauclare suffering a broken leg from bravely fighting off their assailants.  Sharpe realises that he is the only person now capable of getting this wagon train to the safety of the next army garrison.

Little does Sharpe know that the adventure has only just begun and that he has inadvertently stumbled across an opium trafficking ring which is being run by the ruthless Colonel Dragomirov (Velibor Topic), a traitorous officer from the East India Company.

As his journey unfolds, Sharpe marches his new charges into the wild country, protecting them as best he can until they reach the nearest East India Company fort at Kalimgong.  As Harper is questioned by the men about Sharpe's history, Sharpe's distrust of Barabbas (Amit Behl) seems proven when he learns he is the bastard son of his sworn enemy Obabiah Hakeswill, the murderer of Sharpe's beloved wife Teresa.

As the wagon train approaches the hill fort at Kalimgong, Sharpe is alerted that all is not well and they find the fort ransacked, with all the inhabitants dead, save for one.  Under the burning Indian sun, his old adversary Sir Henry Simmerson (Michael Cochrane) is staked out to the ground, sun-baked half to death and raving mad.  As he tries to get some sense from Simmerson, Sharpe realises, that without food or water, they can't stay safely at the fort.  Sharpe decides to press on for Calcutta.  At the same time, the lowlife troops hatch a murderous plot to betray him after a particularly harsh reprimand when he finds them drunk on duty.  As the caravan moves on, they find a razed village, and again suspect Chitu's involvement.  Simmerson, having recovered his wits, promptly returns to his antagonistic self, asserting that Joubert is in league with Dragomirov's opium ring, a crime that Marie-Angelique denies.

On their guard as they make their way from the fort, the caravan approaches a river only to find themselves pursued by both Dragomirov and Joubert.  As the bridge has been washed away, the party start to cross the river on foot.  Simmerson is proved right, when Marie-Angelique is confronted by her fiancé as Sharpe is confronted by Dragomirov.  As Treddinick and Marie-Angelique guide the injured Beauclare along, they come under a hail of fire from Dragomirov's men on the bank, with the Maharani's maid killed and Sharpe struck in the shoulder thanks to a shot from Wormwood (Steve Speirs) meant to end his life.  As Marie-Angelique returns to help Sharpe, a gang of Dragomirov's henchman attempt to drag them both from the river.  Harper manages to pick off the soldiers grappling with the injured Sharpe, who makes it across the river only to see Marie-Angelique on the far bank, dragged away trussed and on horseback with Joubert.

EPISODE TWO

Unable to leave Marie-Angelique (Beatrice Rosen) to her fate at the hands of Joubert (Pascal Langdale), Sharpe (Sean Bean) decides to go after her, leaving Harper (Daragh O’Malley) with the main group and making his way on horseback after Joubert.  Finding them resting in a clearing, he dispatches the guards, and finds Joubert molesting Marie-Angelique as she washes herself by a riverside.  The two men set about each other, the wounded Sharpe close to being bested by Joubert before Marie-Angelique takes up her traitorous fiancé's pistol and shoots him dead.

After Marie-Angelique patches up his wounds, they are captured by Dragomirov (Velibor Topic), who attempts to recruit Sharpe as a cohort in his scheme to replace Joubert.  Refusing, he is shackled and escapes in the dead of night, taking Marie-Angelique with him and making their way back to Harper's group, with Dragomirov now hard on their tails.  As the group reunite, they flee to the refuge of Banutola village, which now proves to be the location for their last stand against Dragomirov.

Sharpe, remaining suspicious of Barabbas (Amit Behl), agrees he can be unshackled and armed in order to fight in the next day's battle after Dragomirov's scouts are found at the outskirts of the village.  Overnight, the vengeful Wormwood (Steve Speirs) persuades Barabbas that Sharpe intends to kill him the following day, and the two men turn loose all the village's horses and flee.  Sharpe realises that his fighting force is two men down, and that they can both betray the weaknesses of the village defences.  As Sharpe and his troops start to barricade themselves inside the small village, they are faced with Dragomirov's army marching on them, along with his cavalry and artillery, to finish Sharpe off for once and for all.  Reverend Watkin (Jonathan Moore) attempts to solve the dispute, walking forth across the battlefield with arms and Bible raising, but Dragomirov guns him down in cold blood and charges on the village.

Assembled on the front line to face their last stand, cannon blasts and rifle fire fail to see off the marauding hoards, and Sharpe's men fall to hand-to-hand combat with Dragomirov's men.  Overwhelmed, it looks as though the day is lost, until Barabbas comes to the rescue with a large native horse battalion in tow, fighting on the side of the King's men.  Losses, however, are great.  Beauclare (Luke Ward Wilkinson) takes a pistol shot to the stomach, defending Mrs Treddinick (Caroline Carver) as she gives birth in the middle of a gun battle.  Deever (Chucky Venn) dies protecting the village's children, and Quilter (Ryan Pope) is brought down from his sniper position when a cannon ball takes out his church tower perch.  Wormwood brutally dispatches Croop (Jonathan Coyne), only to be taken on by Harper and given the coward's death he deserves.  Sharpe fights his way through melee after melee, finding Barabbas close to being beaten by Dragomirov.  Sharpe saves Barabbas's life and takes on Dragomirov himself, plunging his sword through flesh and bone to end his opponent under the hot Indian sun.

With the battle over, Sharpe finds Marie-Angelique has delivered Mrs Treddinick's baby safely, but Beauclare lies close to death.  He slips away clasping Sharpe's hand.  With his charges safe in the village and battle over, Sharpe bids a farewell to Marie-Angelique and with Harper, he heads for home, over the hills and far away.
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