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EMBARGOED FROM ALL PRESS USE AND NON COMMERCIAL PUBLICATION UNTIL 7 DECEMBER 2009.
Joanna Briscoe’s thriller 
Sleep With Me comes to ITV1

Adrian Lester, Jodhi May and Anamaria Marinca star in an Andrew Davies adaptation of Joanna Briscoe’s erotic thriller Sleep With Me for ITV1.
Clerkenwell Films produced this compelling and evocative, two hour drama, adapted by one of British television’s most prestigious screenwriters, Andrew Davies, from the best selling novel.
Adrian Lester (Hustle, Scenes of a Sexual Nature, As You Like It) and Jodhi May (Flashbacks of a Fool, The Other Boleyn Girl, Tipping the Velvet) play Richard Carter and Lelia Phillips, whose lives are turned upside down by a seemingly harmless stranger, Sylvie Lavigne, played by Anamaria Marinca (Sex Traffic, 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days).
Sleep With Me also stars Adam James (Ashes to Ashes, Extras) as Richard’s friend Macdara, Justine Mitchell (Waking the Dead, Afterlife) as his wife Catrin, and Kevin Doyle (Drop Dead Gorgeous, Secret Diary of a Call Girl, Blackpool) as Richard’s boss Peter Stronson.

Dark secrets and infidelities are revealed as Richard and Lelia are lured into Sylvie’s seductive and menacing game in this story of obsession, desire and betrayal.
Richard, a literary reviewer, and his long-time girlfriend Lelia meet the mysterious Sylvie at a party, a quiet mousey woman who seems lost and out of her depth.

Richard is gradually seduced by Sylvie’s subtle, inexplicable charm, and grows more infatuated by the day. And Lelia finds herself tormented by nightmares and disturbing childhood memories.

Andrew Davies is one of Britain’s most celebrated screenplay writers. He has penned classics including Persuasion, Pride and Prejudice, Vanity Fair and Tipping the Velvet. He has won a series of awards including four Baftas, an Emmy, and five Writers’ Guild awards.

Joanna Briscoe says: “I'm truly thrilled that my book has been adapted by Britain’s top screenwriter. This is a tense, dark and erotic drama, with a classy cast.”
Sally Haynes, ITV’s Controller of Drama Commissions, says: “Andrew Davies is the master of literary adaptation, and we are delighted to be continuing our relationship with him. He was the perfect choice to dramatise Joanna Briscoe’s brilliant, contemporary novel, which is very much about the sexual politics of men and women.”

The producer is Steve Lightfoot, the director is Marc Jobst and the executive producer is Murray Ferguson.  
A Clerkenwell Films production for ITV1

WRITER JOANNA BRISCOE TALKS ABOUT

THE ADAPTATION OF HER NOVEL

Best selling novelist Joanna Briscoe says there was no need for screenwriter Andrew Davies to spice up her book for television viewers. 
“It's a writer's dream to have a novel adapted by Andrew Davies. Though he's famous for inserting a sexual element into his adaptations, here's a novel where he didn't need to!  
“I could hardly believe it when I first heard that Andrew was interested in adapting my novel. It was so exciting, in fact, that I refused to believe it.... I'm just very happy that it turned out to be true. It is my reward for long hours spent writing in the British Library. 

“I’ve watched a lot of Andrew’s productions. I remember watching Mother Love, and I was so enthralled by that. Then along with everybody else Pride and Prejudice absolutely hooked me. 

“I think what mostly informs my book is sexual tension, because actually there is not so much actual sex. There is a lot of longing and tension and that is part of what drives the story and builds it up.
“I hadn’t expected any of Andrew’s characters to match my characters visually. By this stage it was Andrew’s script and I was not possessive about it. I took a back seat because Clerkenwell Films were always good about asking my opinion and consulting me. I always felt my book was in safe hands.

“I got a double shiver when I first met Anamaria who plays Sylvie. She is so creepily how I envisaged her.

Joanna spent a lot of time on the film set watching her book being brought to life, and creating a photographic diary of the action.

“I have been on only one film set before and thought it must be so tiresome because of the repetition, But  it was huge fun. 

“When I was a journalist years ago I followed people around on film sets. But this was different; it was mine and Andrew’s. 

“I took photos all the time so I had my own picture diary of the production. Photography is my hobby, and if I wasn’t a writer I would love to be a photographer.  I have a big old fashioned camera which I have used since I was a teenager.”
Joanna was inspired to write Sleep With Me by a woman she met at a dinner party.

“I met someone at a dinner party who was very mousy and I honestly barely noticed her. But there was something about her which stayed in your mind afterwards. It was quite a big dinner party and the hostess said people were calling her the next day and asking ‘who was that woman’. 

“She inspired the idea for the character of Sylvie. I thought she was this rarefied odd character, but there are people who are the odd ones in life and they are very powerful. I wanted to see what trouble she could make and what powerful, sexual, psychological effect she could have on the other characters.

“She is like a cuckoo in the nest, and then it turns out she is not there by chance. Then you have to think about what were her motives. 

“It is a tense thriller with surprises all along the way.”

Joanna has written two other novels: Skin and Mother and Other Lovers.
ADRIAN LESTER PLAYS RICHARD FEARON

Adrian Lester shed the slick trickster image he is best known for to take the role of gentle writer Richard Fearon in Sleep With Me.

“Mickey Stone in Hustle is a con man. My character in Sleep With Me couldn’t be more different; Richard Fearon is a sensitive soul, “says Adrian.

“It is nice to play someone who isn’t slick, who doesn’t know what they are doing, and who doesn’t have an idea about themselves never mind how to manipulate someone else, and is a little bit lost when events start to take place. To play this kind of complexity of passion with such subtlety is a gift.

“Richard wants to be novelist, and admires the work of great writers do, but has ended up critiquing their work rather than doing it himself as a book reviewer on a newspaper.

“There is a sense of lack of fulfilment also I suppose a fear as well. He feels there’s that side of him that fears his lack of ability to try that out. So there’s also a part of him that is not really honest with himself and therefore not really honest with his partner, Lelia

“He wears a kind of mask every day. His buffer in life is to use humour and he tries to defuse many things with a light hearted comment and all those social niceties that sometimes people have. 

“When the mask comes down he is very still and very vulnerable, and Sylvie does that to him quite a lot. When she meets him for the first time she says ‘I like your writing’ and he tries to dismiss it but she persists. She works on him using his own fears and insecurities.”

With such an erotic storyline Adrian admits he worried that he might have to bare all for the role. 

“Andrew Davies didn’t go down the path of making us appear naked. When we were in rehearsals I was pleased to see they weren’t going to treat it that way. 

“The piece is much more about the insecurity and the emotional messiness of relationships and what it can be like if you are not honest with yourself. The complexities that are portrayed for the most part by all of us doing almost nothing: I love the chance to play that degree of subtlety and complexity in one thing.

“Richard isn’t the kind of guy who thinks ‘oh I’m going to have a bit of an affair’. He can’t do that. He has to convince himself he has fallen in love with someone and therefore that’s the reason for the affair. That is kind of noble in a way.”
Adrian returned to the leading role of big time con man Mickey Stone in Hustle earlier this year after a break. His other recent television credits include Bonekickers and Merlin. 

His recent film credits include Doomsday, Starting Out in the Evening and Case 39.

Adrian is married to actor Lolita Chakrabati and they have two daughters Lila and Jasmine.

JODHI MAY PLAYS LELIA PHILLIPS
Jodhi May was lured to play the role of Lelia Phillips in Sleep with Me by the challenge of portraying a complex love triangle.

“Sleep With Me is a relationship drama, the kind of which you don’t often see explored in British films or television. It is about the complexity of a couple’s emotional life and the deviant nature of desire in a sense. 

“It is emotionally complex and therefore dramatically very intriguing. I suppose we are used to much more conventional versions of that story. So I think this is quite an unconventional version of a relationship story.

“The three characters find themselves in a very messy situation and it does give a great insight into the conflict between desire and duty for example, the kind of social forces that are at play between what the individual wants and what the individual is perhaps forced to commit to because of certain kind of social conventions. They are very much at odds with their surroundings, all three of them.

Lelia’s story really is one of her having made a choice, and being with a man who she obviously is very much in love with, and then feeling very torn because somebody from her past reappears.

 “Certain feelings from her past resurface and feelings that are associated to the time of the emergence of adolescence and the beginnings of a sexual identity. 

“Through her estrangement from Richard she becomes drawn into an emotional relationship which was really the defining point of her adolescence
“Richard and Lelia begin with being quite complacent and settled to the extent to which they drift apart and become very much involved in their own worlds and quite alienated from each other.

“I think all the characters are all to a greater or lesser extent quite self indulgent in their own desires and needs and consequently neglect each other in a rather destructive way.  

“They are all very flawed, and even more intriguing for that. It makes the character more interesting to play.”
Jodhi’s recent credits include Flashback, Defiance, The Life of Rembrandt and Einstein and Eddington.
Her recent television credits include Emma, Blood and Oil and Strike Back. Her other credits include The Other Boleyn Girl and Tipping the Velvet.
ANAMARIA MARINKA PLAYS SYLVIE LAVIGNE
Anamaria Marinca’s role as the mysterious Frenchwoman in Sleep With Me couldn’t be more different to her award winning television debut as a young woman sold into slavery in the controversial drama Sex Traffic.

“The role in Sex Traffic was a turning point in my career because it was the first time I had been in front of a camera, and playing in a foreign language. I come from theatre and music, so it was a completely new experience.
“I started to feel clear about the choices I had to make to be happy with my choices of work. It is about being clear about what you need not what you want.

“Sylvie Lavigne in Sleep With Me is a dream character because it took me to diverse landscapes, from dark and violent to subtle and loving and sad, and full of hope. 

“I wanted to play the character because she is not afraid to ask questions and to say what she needs, and take what she needs. 

“It is a thing about her identity which is very unclear and very mysterious, but at the same time she never really hides it and it is there for every body to see. 

“I love the fact that she is one of those human beings who walk on the edge all the time. She is not afraid to be angry, she is not a victim. Her past could make her a victim but she has quite a history to live with, and she does it very well.”

“It is an intelligent piece of writing. It is thrilling and erotic and It is a display of a wonderful and rich part of our lives. 

“Sylvie tries to manipulate reality in the way she thinks. In the end she can’t quite control everything she thought she could, and for me that’s the drama of it. It is not about it being a love triangle. It is about us wanting control. It is a game of power. 

“I’ve always loved strong women. What I like about her is that she doesn’t try to be someone else. The very plain clothes she wears make it easier for her to have this mystique. It is a kind if mask. 
“It is a game of mirrors; is she the real one or is she hiding behind this demure appearance. It is very complex. 

Anamaria was born in Romania and is fluent in French and English. She was eleven when the collapse of communism and Ceausescu’s regime brought new freedom to the country and its people.

“Art in Romania is now flourishing, especially in film. All our movies go to film festivals in the past five years. 

“We had a long period of silence. We are so hurt by what has happened in the past, so a lot of films were about anger, and anger shouldn’t be a reason for doing a piece of art. Twenty years have passed by and it is starting to happen. We still need to talk about the past, but we started to observe what really happened and to have humour to put this in context.”

Anamaria won three best actress awards for her harrowing portrayal of a woman who was the victim of human trafficking in Sex Traffic. She went onto win another award for her leading role in the film 4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days. 

Her recent credits include The Last Enemy, The Countess, Storm, Five Minutes of Heaven and Boogie. 

SYNOPSIS

Richard Fearon, a literary reviewer, and his long-time girlfriend Lelia Phillips meet the mysterious Sylvie Lavigne at a party, a quiet mousey woman who seems lost and out of her depth…

After a number of “chance” meetings with Sylvie, Richard begins to warm to her, to take her under his wing. However Richard also begins to receive a string of mysterious e-mails that seem to be extracts from a novel describing feelings of jealousy…

Gradually it is revealed that after her father’s death Lelia spent a hot summer during her teenage years in France, experiencing her first shivers of sexual desires with local boy Mazarine, lustful memories that are still with Lelia…

With Richard falling under Sylvie’s spell, growing more infatuated by the day, Lelia reveals that she is pregnant. Richard asks her to marry him and she happily accepts. Despite this Richards finds himself bewitched with Sylvie, wanting her all for himself, his obsessive desire spiralling out of control. Sylvie tells Richard that she feels the same way but she won’t let him sleep with her…

It is also revealed at this point that Lelia’s relationship with Sylvie has been blossoming too, the sexual chemistry between them too much to bear as they finally kiss… 

Even on his wedding day Richard can’t stop thinking about Sylvie, his desire for her reaching boiling point.  Then he discovers that his best friend Macdara is himself flirting with Sylvie. Richard is furious and attacks Macdara, the wedding party ending in chaos…

Only weeks into his wedding Richard realises that it is Lelia who he loves, Sylvie is a mere infatuation. But it is too late, Richard returns home to find that Lelia has left him…

With Lelia now living with Sylvie and refusing to talk to Richard it is revealed that Sylvie is actually Mazarine, Lelia’s first sexual encounter was in fact a girl.  Having harboured these sexual desires for Sylvie all these years, Lelia was unable to believe her eyes when she first saw Sylvie…

However, on the cusp of childbirth, Lelia realises that it is Richard who she needs and truly loves, who she wants to spend her life with. Sylvie is crippled with this rejection and calls Richard arranging to meet him…

Richard goes to meet Sylvie, hoping to discover where Lelia is. Realising she has lost Lelia to Richard, Sylvie out of desperation and need, plans finally to let Richard sleep with her, but Richard is only interested in Lelia and her well being.  Sylvie tells him where he can find her and then mysteriously disappears.

Reunited with Richard, Lelia gives birth to her child and she and Richard almost live happily ever after, the presence of Sylvie a constant shadow haunting their relationship…
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