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INTRODUCTION
A SINISTER SITUATION LEADS MARPLE TO THE PALE HORSE

The award-winning Julia McKenzie returns as Britain’s favourite spinster sleuth, Miss Marple, in The Pale Horse, dramatised from the novel by Agatha Christie. 

Joining Julia are Neil Pearson (All the Small Things, Clapham Junction), Pauline Collins (Upstairs Downstairs, Shirley Valentine), Holly Valance (Prison Break, Entourage), Sarah Alexander (Stardust, Green Wing, Coupling), Nicholas Parsons (Sale of the Century), JJ Feild (Northanger Abbey, The Secret Life of Mrs Beeton), Lynda Baron (Rome, Colour Me Kubrick, Open All Hours), Nigel Planer (The Colour of Magic, The Young Ones), Bill Paterson (The Forgotten Fallen, Law & Order UK), Jason Merrells (Waterloo Road, Cutting It), Susan Lynch (Elizabeth: The Golden Age), Elizabeth Rider (George Gently, The Street), Jonathan Cake (Fallen, The Swap), Amy Manson (Desperate Romantics, Being Human), Tom Ward (Silent Witness) and Jenny Galloway (Charles II; The Power and the Passion), with a cameo appearance by Holly Willoughby (This Morning, Dancing on Ice). 
When Miss Marple’s old friend Father Gorman (Parsons) is brutally murdered moments before sending her a mysterious list of names through the post, she heads to London to investigate and find justice for her friend.

Miss Marple soon finds an identical list of names on paper headed ‘The Pale Horse Inn’. She visits the Pale Horse Inn and is greeted by a strange collection of staff and guests. Proprietor Thyrza Grey (Collins) and her strange assistant Sybil Stanfordis (Lynch) claim to inflict death by black magic. Things become even more sinister when one of the hotel guests is found dead in his bedroom. Sensing the murderer is close at hand, Marple goes to dangerous lengths to test her theory. Will an ailing hound, a pot of face cream and an exotic love potion help Marple to bring the murderer to justice?

The Pale Horse is adapted by Russell Lewis (Spooks, Lewis, Murphy’s Law) and directed by Andy Hay (Waking the Dead, Hotel Babylon). The series producer is Karen Thrussell and the co-producers are Matthew Hamilton and Jennie Scanlon.  

The Marple stories are co-produced by ITV Studios and Agatha Christie Ltd, a Chorion company, and US network WGBH.  Mammoth Screen’s Michele Buck and Damien Timmer executive produce Marple on behalf of ITV Studios. Rebecca Eaton is Executive Producer for WGBH. 

QUOTES FROM JULIA MCKENZIE 
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Following the positive response to her first outing as the nation’s beloved Miss Marple in 2009 Julia admits that she was able to relax into the character when filming The Pale Horse. 
“To put it mildly, I feel quite pleased with the way Marple has been received generally. And I’m enjoying it a lot more now. I think I was rather in shock in the first couple of films because I did take over the role very quickly. I was just so surprised to get the part, added to which was the trepidation of taking over such an iconic role. I feel now that I’m much more secure in the characterisation of Miss Marple. 
“Obviously it was a bit worrying when the first few films came out. I wasn’t sure how it would be received and so it was quite a nerve wracking weekend. I did send Geraldine (McEwan) some flowers saying “thinking of you” because it’s hard to leave a part. And it’s hard to take over a part. But now I feel I’ve settled into it and would like to play her for the rest of my working life if there are enough stories to go round.”
Julia explains how her version of Jane Marple is taken from one of two interpretations of the character by Agatha Christie herself...

I’ve gone for the sturdier version as it were! Agatha Christie wrote Miss Marple in two different ways. When she first invented the character she was a more fragile, rather Victorian soul. Then she rewrote her about 10 years later and she came up a bit tweedier and more solid. I’ve really gone for the latter one because of a modern audience. I think, for her age, Miss Marple is quite a modern woman. She’s certainly got a tremendous intelligence and intellect - that I have to work hard at! I’m not naturally intellectual. But, I’ve based most of her on the fact that she’s a woman who’s very much of her period but also modern. 

One of the very sweet things a background artist said to me during filming one of the early films was “I think you’re going to be very good in this Julia because you look like her”. And I just thought that was a marvellous thing to say. I obviously fitted their image of Miss Marple and I hope that people who are fans of Marple accept my image too.”
One thing Julia has found is that playing Miss Marple over the duration of two series has been a learning curve...

“You do learn a lot of lessons along the way. I thought at first it would not be a good thing to have new directors and writers on each episode but, in fact, it’s been refreshing and you learn something new from each one. I do feel when I get a script whether it would suit my Marple and the writers are very good at chatting through things with me. Most of the writers are awfully good at helping you develop your own Marple. On The Pale Horse, the writer (Russell Lewis) looked at the previous films and decided to write the script in very much my vocal patterns, which has been really interesting to do. Suddenly you think, “Oh I see what other people see I’m doing”. 

“And of course I get to work with lots of actors I’ve always admired, which is an absolute treat.  Certain people you work with, they raise your work. It’s like a game of tennis. And suddenly you become a better tennis player.”
On the subject of the stellar casts Agatha Christie’s Marple attracts, Julia couldn’t be more delighted with the sea of faces which greet her at each read-through. 

“The production team all seem a little bit reticent to tell me who’s going to be in each episode. I think they like to see the look on my face when I walk into the first read-through. I’m absolutely...I hate the word gob-smacked but I’ll have to use it...about who wants to be in this series. We’ve had such wonderful actors and it really is a treat for me to meet them all and to act with them. All the people we’ve had in the series so far have been people I’d wanted to work with. I was quite overawed when Stephen Dillane came to play one of the inspectors - I didn’t feel I could act for a couple of days I was so overawed by him and the performances I’ve seen him give. But of course Sean Connery wouldn’t be bad would it?
“I think people are more than delighted to come into a Poirot or a Marple because it’s a very prestigious production. So little period drama is made now and this is a very expensive production and the standard is very high, especially in the writing, the photography and the direction. It’s all first class. Also, other actors are very attracted by the period feel. In The Pale Horse Holly Valance said that when she put the wig on she looked just like her grandmother!”  

QUOTES FROM HOLLY VALANCE 
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Holly discussing her character…

“I’m playing an Australian named Kanga with Cruella De Vil hair! I think she’s a forward thinking woman – she’s a little outspoken for the time. And she seems to be rather understanding of her husband’s infidelities – she’s obviously a sharing woman!  

Being a part of the drama…

“I’d heard of Marple obviously but I wasn’t as aware of it as I’d have been if I’d lived here [in the UK] all my life. So everyone I’m telling about my part is saying ‘my mum loves that show!’ It’s really nice to be part of an institution here. I’m spending a lot more time back in the UK now, so Marple is a nice one to have on the resume. Everyone obviously loves it and I wanted to be involved in something that was really popular and special to the UK.”
On looking like her Grandmother…

“I’ve never done a period film before so it was a good chance to dress up and look like my grandmother! It’s really bizarre when they’re getting you ready in the morning and you see relatives in the mirror! I sent pictures back to mum and she’s been saying ‘oh my God - isn’t she like your grandmother?!” Your stance and the way you walk become different just by being in a costume - you think “I better be more elegant than I usually would be!” I’m holding my bag very differently and walking with more of a swagger - it just happens naturally. It’s magic.”
Working with the cast…

“The cast is massive! I’m quite a big fan of Sarah Alexander and she was such a sweetheart to work with. And Julia is just gorgeous. I feel pretty lucky to be part of this gang. As Miss Marple, Julia is very gentle and unsuspecting, which I think is important. I think she’s very beautiful. I’ve been watching the Marple films since I started filming and I think Julia’s the best. And she only paid me £100 to say that – I’m kidding!”
Holly compares Agatha Christie’s work to that of a puzzle…


“Agatha Christie’s Marple almost has a cult following. People love seeing it with new characters and new twists and different scripts – I think it’s those variations on a theme that works. Plus it’s a puzzle for the viewers - just like people love doing puzzles and crosswords, to watch one happening before your eyes is even better.
“I think it’s good to have it in mind that you could be the murderer and there’s all these red herrings, so I find myself giving looks then I think ‘oh no don’t because that’s a dead giveaway!!’ Then I think maybe that’s good and I should give a few more dirty looks here and there so people think I’m the killer. I’m good at dirty looks! But when I was reading the episode I was wrong until the very end - that’s what’s clever about it.”
SYNOPSIS

The following synopsis is published in the production notes for forward planning purposes only. Please do not reproduce entirely and do not publish the end of the story.  Many thanks.
Miss Marple’s old friend Father Gorman (Nicholas Parsons) is brutally murdered after visiting the dying Mrs Davis (Rider). When Miss Marple receives a mysterious list of names through the post, sent by Gorman moments before his death, she heads to London to investigate.  Detective Inspector Lejeune (Neil Pearson) and Police Surgeon Edward Kerrigan (Jason Merrells) puzzle over the killing. But when Lejeune dismisses Marple’s list she is determined to find justice for her friend.

Marple visits Mrs Davis's lodgings where she finds an identical list of names on paper headed ‘The Pale Horse Inn’. The landlady Mrs Coppins (Lynda Baron) tries to help and lodger Paul Osborne (JJ Feild) provides a useful description of a man he saw on the night of Gorman's death. But Marple comes to another dead end when a person named on Gorman's list turns out to be recently deceased. 
Marple visits the Pale Horse Inn and is greeted by watchful proprietor Thyrza Grey (Pauline Collins), her strange assistant Sybil Stanfordis (Susan Lynch) and cleaner Bella Ellis (Jenny Galloway). She meets guests Captain Cottam (Tom Ward) and his wife Kanga (Holly Valance), and their nemesis, local eccentric Roger Venables (Nigel Planer). 

That night Marple attends a ritual 'burning' which remembers the famous witch Goody Carne (Holly Willoughby). There she meets the Cottams’ housekeeper Lydia Harsnet (Sarah Alexander), folklore historian Mark Easterbrook (Jonathan Cake) and attractive Londoner Ginger Corrigan (Amy Manson). Over tea the next day Thyrza and Sybil claim to inflict death by black magic, but they are cut short by a blood chilling scream from one of the guest rooms.
Marple's fears that the Pale Horse Inn is at the heart of something very dark are realised when Captain Cottam is found dead in his bedroom. But are the murders really being committed by black magic or is there something even more sinister at work? Sensing the murderer is close at hand, Marple goes to dangerous lengths to test her theory. Will an ailing hound, a pot of face cream and an exotic love potion help Marple to bring the murderer to justice?

CAST LIST
Miss Marple
Julia McKenzie 
Inspector Lejeune
Neil Pearson 

Ginger
Amy Mason 

Easterbrook
Jonathan Cake 
Thyrza Grey
Pauline Collins
Paul Osborne
JJ Feild 
Lydia Harsnet
Sarah Alexander 
Dr Kerrigan
Jason Merrells 
Sybil Stanfordis
Susan Lynch 
Kanga Cottam
Holly Valance
Captain Cottam
Tom Ward
Mrs Coppins
Lynda Baron 
Mr Venables
Nigel Planer 
Bradley 
Bill Paterson


Bella Ellis
Jenny Galloway
Father Gorman
Nicholas Parsons 
Mrs Davis
Elizabeth Rider
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Worldwide celebrations in 2010 for Agatha Christie’s 120th anniversary

www.agathachristie.com
From Turkey to Torquay, Japan to Brazil, 2010 sees an international celebration of the life and works of Agatha Christie in her 120th anniversary year. Literary festivals around the world will be bringing together some of Christie’s greatest fans to discuss her work; publishers will be producing new editions of her most celebrated murder mysteries; book stores will be hosting birthday parties and previously unseen memorabilia will go on display.  

Ninety years after she wrote her first novel, Agatha Christie remains the best-selling author of all time and has, to date, sold over two billion books worldwide. 2010 is also the 80th anniversary of Miss Marple’s first appearance in print and the 90th of Christie’s Belgian sleuth, Hercule Poirot.  Over 4 million books, graphic novels, audio books, DVDs, games and items of merchandise are sold each year, which means something Christie is sold every eight seconds somewhere in the world.

Global Christie celebrations include: 

TURKEY: On the 15th September a birthday party will be held at the Pera Palace Hotel in Istanbul which re-opens this spring after a two year restoration project. Grandson Mathew Prichard is the guest of honour. The hotel, which first opened its doors in 1892 as the first luxury hotel in the Ottoman Empire, provided the last destination stop in the East for passengers on the Orient Express. A room is dedicated to Agatha Christie who was a regular guest on her visits to Turkey 

CZECH REPUBLIC: Euromedia plan to publish Agatha Christie’s Secret Notebooks, written by life-long fan, John Curran. The book includes a wealth of extracts and pages reproduced directly from her recently discovered notebooks, plus for the first time two newly discovered complete Hercule Poirot short stories never previously published.
It’s no surprise that Christie has such international appeal. In 1922, the Trade Mission on which she accompanied her first husband Archie Christie took her all over the world including South Africa, Honolulu and Canada via planes, trains and automobiles, providing rich detail for her murder mysteries. She even based one of her murderers (at his request) on her husband’s boss! Her clear and direct prose means her books translate extremely well and they are now available in over 45 different languages.     

For further press information, images and to find out about Christie celebrations in your country contact: 

Jane Acton and Lucy Chavasse at Colman Getty. Tel: 020 7631 2666

E: jane@colmangetty.co.uk / lucy@colmangetty.co.uk
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