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“Guard the project, protect the Dandelion club. The future will come sooner than they think…”
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A Quick foreword from Executive Producer and MD of Roughcut TV - Ash Atalla 

'Welcome to Trinity. A place where everyone's having sex and taking liberties. Were it not for the murders, it’s the kind of university we all wish we'd been to.

The thinking behind the show was to make it extreme in all directions. So at times I hope it makes you laugh. And at other times you might flinch, wince or cry. In the tradition of some of the best US dramas we've tried to cross genres and make a show that has romance and heartache, mystery and suspense and plenty of tomfoolery.

It goes without saying that I hope you enjoy it. But I've said it anyway.' 

Ash Atalla.
Trinity

Press Release

Recreational sex, recreational drugs, random murder…

The three R’s – Trinity style.

From Roughcut TV, Ash Atalla’s (The Office, The IT Crowd ) new production company, comes Trinity, a brand new drama for ITV2. Set in the gothic, oak panelled halls of residence and lecture theatres of the fictional Bridgeford University, Trinity College, the eight part series will bring a whole new meaning to the phrase ‘first term nerves’.
Starring Charles Dance (Starter for Ten, Fallen Angel), Claire Skinner (Outnumbered, Life Begins, Life Is Sweet), Christian Cooke (Demons, Echo Beach/Moving Wallpaper) Reggie Yates (Dr Who, Grange Hill) Antonia Bernath (St Trinian’s) and Isabella Calthorpe, (Harley Street, How to Lose Friends and Alienate People) going to college has never looked so good. Or been so dangerous…

For over 900 years, Trinity has been an elite playground solely for the über rich and powerful. However for the first time in its long and illustrious history, Trinity is about to throw open its doors to students from, well, the lower social classes.

Two weeks before Charlotte Arc (Antonia Bernath) is due to go to university to study medicine, her father, Richard Arc is found dead in mysterious circumstances. Formerly a professor at Trinity, Richard left the institution suddenly and with no explanation. Convinced he was a changed man, and certain his death is linked to his abrupt departure, she enrols, determined to uncover the truth.

As Charlotte and her fellow students settle in, they begin to realise that all is not what it seems at Trinity. Beneath the glossy, glamorous veneer of wealth and privilege lurks a much darker world, one governed by strict codes of conduct, secret societies such as the mysterious Dandelion Club and the whims of a select group of over privileged students used to getting their own way.

Into the closed world inhabited by the likes of languid, spoiled and manipulative Dorian (Christian Cooke), his stunning, emotionally cold cousin Rosalind (Isabelle Calthorpe) and the arrogant and sinister Professor Maltravers (Charles Dance) comes a new order. From the streetwise and fiercely intelligent Theo (Reggie Yates), total stoners Angus (Mark Wood) and Raj (Arnab Chanda) to the progressive new female Warden (Claire Skinner), along with Charlotte, these new arrivals threaten all that Trinity has stood for.

With change sweeping through the elite academic institution, those traditionally protected by the old order find themselves increasingly exposed. And as Charlotte begins to unravel the mystery of her father’s death, she realises that Trinity’s ancient halls of learning and those charged with protecting the secrets within, aren’t about to give them up without a fight.

Director of Channels and Acquisitions Zai Bennett says: “Hot on the heels of the phenomenal success of Secret Diary of a Call Girl, Trinity is set to further cement ITV2’s growing reputation as the place to see dynamic, sexy home grown dramas.  Breaking a host of gorgeous, up-and-coming new talent alongside great established names, the heightened world of Trinity is a place I’m sure our viewers will want to spend time in.”
Executive Producer Ash Atalla says:

“Trinity is a high octane, ball-breaking drama. It’s full of casual sex, casual drugs and casual murder. What more could you ask for? I’m very excited to be making it and it’s great to be working with the good people at ITV2.”

TRINITY is a Roughcut TV production for ITV2, commissioned by Laura Mackie, Director of Drama for Zai Bennett, Director of Channels and Acquisitions.  The series is Executive Produced by Ash Atalla. It is produced by Sue Howells (The Bill, Casualty Drop the Dead Donkey) is written and devised by Robin French (Man Stroke Woman, Roomates, Roomies) and Kieron Quirke (Roomates, Roomies, The Armstrong and Miller Show), is directed by Colin Teague (Dr Who, Torchwood), Stephen Woolfenden (Echo Beach, Harry Potter ), Declan O’Dwyer (Being Human, Wire in the Blood, Robin Hood), is 8 x 1 hour and filming starts in Summer 2008.

NOTES TO EDITORS

ITV2 is the number one digital channel in the UK. In 2007 nearly 90% of the UK population watched ITV2 – that’s over 41.5 million people and nearly 11 million of those were part of the valuable 16-34s audience.

ITV2’s top rating programme of 2007 was Secret Diary Of A Call Girl, starring Billie Piper. The channel’s first ever original drama commission peaked with over 2 million viewers in September and was the most successful launch of an original commission across any digital station in 2007. So far in 2008, Bionic Woman, starring Michelle Ryan, launched with 2.2m viewers, ITV2's best ever programme launch.

The channel has not only enjoyed commercial success but also critical acclaim picking up its first BAFTA and RTS awards for Entourage; both the Entertainment Channel of the Year and Channel of the Year at the Broadcast Digital Awards and  the Non-terrestrial Channel of the Year at the Media Guardian Edinburgh Festival 2007
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Tim.west@itv.com 0207 157 3040
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Cast List
Dr Edmund Maltravers (The Dean) – Charles Dance

Dr Angela Donne (Warden) – Claire Skinner

Dorian Gaudain – Christian Cooke

Theo Mackenzie – Reggie Yates

Charlotte Arc – Antonia Bernath

Rosalind Gaudain – Isabella Calthorpe

Dr Gabriel Lloyd – Michael Higgs

Angus Fergus – Mark Wood

Raj Puri – Arnab Chanda

Maddy Talbot – Elen Rhys

Jonty Millingden – Tom Hughes

Ross Bonham – David Oakes

Dr Linus Cooper – Paul Hunter
Pete Dobkin (Porter) – Rod Arthur

Mr Pearce – Mark Aitken
Richard Arc – Nick Sidi
David – Danny Kirrane

Mrs Arc – Karen Ascoe
Trinity Character Summaries
The Dons
Devious, acerbic, brilliant and rather sinister - Dr Edmund Maltravers (Charles Dance) has been Dean of Trinity for over 20 years. Although supposedly second in command of the college, he knows the place better than anyone else and has his Machiavellian way in most things. Rigidly traditional, he detests those who would change his beloved Trinity – not least because they might uncover dark secrets he would rather keep quiet.

Dr Angela Donne (Claire Skinner) is the new Warden of Trinity, in name she’s head of the college. A determined, rather lonely soul, she had a torrid time at the archaic college as a student and is now determined to make the whole college fair, modern and welcoming to women – unfortunately Maltravers is determined it stay unfair, old fashioned and as beastly to women as possible. It’s going to be a hard fight – especially since old memories of her student days return to haunt her – particularly in the form of Charlotte, the daughter of the man who broke her heart, Richard Arc.  

Doe-eyed sweetie Dr Gabriel Lloyd (Michael Higgs) was best pals with Angie Donne back in their student days, and stayed on to become one of Trinity’s most respected young (that is, under 50) Dons. Happy within the system until now, Angela’s return means he’s torn between his duty to Maltravers and his (not very secret) love for the Warden. 

The Students
Swotty but fiery Charlotte Arc (Antonia Bernath) has always wanted to go to Trinity. Her father, Richard, was once a Don there, and though he always refused to talk about it (why?), she always imagined she’d follow in his footsteps and he’d be proud of her. But when he dies mysteriously only two weeks before she’s due to attend the college, it completely ruins freshers’ week. Charlotte’s got issues to deal with – not least the fact that she’s getting up to a lot of things her clergyman father wouldn’t approve of. 

Dorian Gaudain (Christian Cooke) is the forty-second Earl of Colfax and eldest son of the Marquis of Ravensby, born with a full set of silver cutlery in his mouth. He’s handsome, raffishly witty and can rock a waistcoat like few others. He’s also President of Trinity’s Dandelion Club, which means he doesn’t have to do any work, but does get to shag, party and effectively rule the college. Life for Dorian is a constant whirl of sex and debauchery. But this year that’s going to change, when he finds he has to protect the Dandelion Club against a new, progressive Warden, and his egoism against the transforming influence of beautiful new student, Charlotte Arc…

Rosalind Gaudain (Isabella Calthorpe) is Dorian’s cousin – his equal for good looks and witty insouciance, she’s also a lot cleverer than him. She’s an ice queen and social goddess, used to getting what she wants. At present, she rather wants Theo Mackenzie – the slightly rough kid from Lewisham who lives down her corridor. But that’s not going to last long, is it? 

Theo Mackenzie (Reggie Yates) is a clever kid from Lewisham who came to Trinity to make his parents get off his case. He never expected the place to be so – what’s the word – weird. Still, Theo’s a happy-go-lucky sort, and not the kind of guy to let a vicious, elitist regime get him down, and after a few initial qualms he’s knuckling down to make the best of things - helped by the fact he’s hooked up with the fittest girl in the year, Rosalind. Result.

Jonty Millingden (Tom Hughes) is the son of an oil executive and Vice-President of the Dandelion Club, happy with a life spent sneering, braying and shagging his gorgeous boyfriend Ross Bonham, Trinity’s star rower. That’s until Ross goes a little crazy. What will Jonty do to avenge his former lover? 

Angus (Mark Wood) and Raj (Arnab Chanda) are two profoundly average male, virgin students. Best friends, they’re almost never seen apart. Pursuing nothing more than their next spliff and the dim possibility that one day a girl might sleep with them, they somehow always get themselves entwined in the most important goings-on at Trinity. Things rarely work out well for them – in fact most of the time they end up naked, and not in a good way. 

Maddy Talbot (Elen Rhys) loves the poetry of Dylan Thomas and things beginning with the letter N. A kid from the valleys who’s been ploughing her own furrow for so long, she can’t remember normality, she’s a slightly bemusing friend to Theo and Charlotte. She’s got a hopeless crush on Theo. He doesn’t notice. Poor thing.

Trinity

Episode 1 Synopsis
One evening as Richard Arc leaves the church at which he is vicar he is accosted by a sinister stranger, demanding Arc tells him what he knows.  Richard, petrified, suffers a massive heart attack and dies.  

On a bright Autumn day we first see Trinity college – red brick, classical and grand.  On the steps of the college sits Charlotte Arc (Antonia Bernath), daughter of the recently deceased Richard.  Also arriving for the start of term is Theo (Reggie Yates), a cool fresher, clearly feeling slightly out of place among the eccentric Trinitonians.

Meanwhile the beautiful, but icy, Rosalind (Isabella Calthorpe) is visiting her cousin, Dorian (Christian Cooke) in his rooms. With little preamble the pair begin having passionate (and noisy) sex.

Worried about the lack of morals at the college, Charlotte’s mother gives her daughter Richard’s treasured bible and leaves.  As Charlotte picks up the bible a photo falls out of her father at Trinity with another woman.

In the office of Professor Linus Cooper (Paul Hunter), the extremely twitchy academic is working on some complicated looking medical files when Maltravers (Charles Dance), the Dean, enters looking for him.  In reference to the files Maltraver’s enquires after ‘Galahad’, clearly the subject of their research.  According to Cooper he is not doing well and they need a new ‘hourglass’ to continue.

Charlotte introduces herself to Theo, and invites him for tea in her room with a few people.  Theo finds himself in a room with four earnest, and quite dull, Christian students who tell him more about the Feast of Fools – how it is run by the Dandelion Club and will be a debauched and shocking evening.  

In the staff common room Maltravers welcomes Angela Doone (Claire Skinner), the new Warden of Trinity College, and introduces her to the Dons as the woman who will modernise Trinity.  But later, when Dorian visits the Dean he warns him about the new modernist Warden; Maltravers informs Dorian that the Feast of Fools has been cancelled by order of the Warden; apparently picking two students from lower-class families to be the jesters for the year is no longer acceptable.  

Theo meets a dizzy and vague new student, Maddy (Elen Rhys).  Meanwhile Angus (Mark Wood) and Raj (Arnab Chanda), a pair of geeky students, meet, bond over a bong and discuss their main ambition at Trinity; losing their virginity.  

The Warden greets an old friend, now a professor Dr Gabriel Lloyd (Michael Higgs).  He is clearly awkward around her, and apologises for confessing his love for her twenty years ago. At the welcome lunch the professors are visibly shaken by the mention of Charlotte’s name, and Charlotte recognises The Warden as the woman from the picture of her father.  

During the Latin grace Theo is unprepared and ends up being laughed at by the entire college.  Rosalind saves him by continuing the grace, but not before Theo is embarrassed.  He clearly feels like a fish out of water here. Theo meets Dorian and tries to blag an invitation to the Dandelion club party that evening.  He is humiliated when Dorian shows him up in front of the club members.  
Theo is packing to leave following his double humiliation.  Charlotte tries to persuade him to stay, but he is adamant he is going to leave, that is until he bumps into Rosalind who flirts outrageously with him.  

The Feast of Fools is a debauched, hedonistic party, full of the college’s most beautiful students having a good time.  And in the centre of the room a large box hides Angus and Raj, clad only in tiny thongs.  They think that their participation as the fools will get girls to notice them and lead to the sex they crave.

As Charlotte works through the night in the lab on a project given to her by Maltravers, the lights suddenly cut out and she sees a shadowy figure in the doorway which looks terrifyingly like her father, Richard Arc.  She flees the lab, distraught, and is found by Dorian who comforts her in the only way he knows how…. 

Maltravers and Cooper stand in front of the Trinity crest with the flashing light.  An American woman’s voice takes their updates on ‘Galahad’.  The voice tells them to “guard the project, protect the Dandelion club – the future will come sooner than they think.”

Trinity

Episode 2 Synopsis

At Trinity’s rowing lake the whole college is assembled as a single student, Ross (David Oakes), attempts to beat the entire rowing crew in a race.  From the bank he is cheered on by his boyfriend Jonty (Tom Hughes), one of the leading members of the Dandelion club.  Maltravers and his obsequious stooge Cooper are discussing Ross’ performance in the race.  It appears that Ross is the mysterious ‘Galahad’ who is the subject of their experiments.  As Ross wins the race Cooper raises concerns about Ross’ psychological well being; he is performing excellently physically, but they must get a new ‘hour-glass’ and quickly.  Maltravers is confident that the hourglass will be with them soon; he is having it smuggled to the college hidden in a statue which is being returned following refurbishment.

At the meeting of the College Council the Warden is informed that the refurbishment of the statue which is being returned will cost £60,000, and the damage was initially caused by a Dandelion Club tradition.  Despite her attempts to force the club to pay for the damage she is outvoted by Maltravers and the other dons.  However, as he leaves the meeting, Maltravers himself warns Dorian that the club is not to mess with the statue under any circumstances.  It is clear that Dorian has plans to uphold the tradition.
In the student common room Theo and another student, David, are challenged to a high-stakes game of pool by Jonty and Ross.  With £500 riding on the result the pressure is on for them but, despite taunting from Jonty, Theo sinks the black and wins the game.  David taunts the losers mildly leading to Ross utterly losing his composure; he picks up David and throws him with almost superhuman strength across the room.  

Meanwhile Dorian is busy using his unsuspecting Fools, Raj and Angus, to carry out his plans for the statue.  Without their knowledge he drugs them, enabling him to paint them gold and put them in place of the real statue.  Conscious, but unable to move, Raj and Angus are less than happy about being positioned as gay lovers entwined.

As other members of the Dandelion club move the genuine statue to a hidden location they mistakenly barge into Maddy’s room.  As they leave the room they don’t notice a small hour-glass shaped pendant fall to the floor. 

In light of Ross’ assault on David, the Warden convenes a tribunal with the aim of expelling Ross from Trinity.  Theo offers to testify that he was a witness to the unprovoked assault.
At the tribunal it appears that everything is going to plan; Dr Lloyd and the Warden vote for Ross’ expulsion; only Maltravers supports the Dandelion.  However, just as the Warden is announcing the decision, David stands up and changes his story, he now claims that he provoked Ross but the Warden made him lie because she hates the Dandelion club.

In light of David’s outburst Maltravers fines Theo for lying to the tribunal; coincidentally the fine is equal to the amount of the original bet he won, £500.  Both Theo and the Warden are incensed by the apparent power of the Dandelion club. 

Maltravers and Cooper approach the statue to search for the hourglass and discover Raj and Angus, who have now recovered sufficiently to flee.   A furious Maltravers threatens Dorian to reveal the location of the genuine statue but is left frustrated when he finds the hourglass missing from its hiding place.  When they inform the mysterious American voice of the hourglass’ loss and ask for time to find it they are informed that ‘termination’ is the recommended course, which shocks both Cooper and Maltravers deeply.

The following day tragedy strikes the quads of Trinity when the body of Ross is discovered.  It appears he has thrown himself from the clocktower.

Episode 3 Synopsis
Trinity is left reeling by the violent death of its star rower. As a devastated Jonty returns to the room he shared with Ross, he discovers Maltravers searching it. He watches in secret as the Dean finds and removes what he was looking for: an incriminating note from himself to the student, hidden in Ross’s personal belongings.  
Ross’s brother Timothy arrives for the funeral and instantly blames the University for the student’s death. He demands £100,000 for his silence or threatens to take the story to the press. 

Maltravers is still searching for the missing hour glass pendent and vents his considerable fury on Dorian, who has been unable to locate it. As punishment, The Dean intimates that unless the errant student recovers the necklace he will have to renounce his presidency of the Dandelion Club.

Back in her dorm room, Charlotte is speaking with Theo and Maddy about Ross and remembers that when the troubled student came to see her, he had been on his knees when she opened the door. Pulling up the carpet, she finds a hidden note with the cryptic message ‘look under the blades’ scrawled across it. 

The Warden pays Dr Cooper a visit and asks to see the medical records for the rowing club. She ensures a visibly agitated Cooper that she simply wants to ensure there are no skeletons to hide from any possible press investigation and is not instigating a witch hunt. 

Dorian’s position is becoming increasingly precarious as he learns the Dandelion Club accounts have been frozen by Maltravres.  Unable to pay a student to do his work he faces the prospect of being put on academic probation for failure to complete course work and consequently would be forced out of the presidency. All the incentive he needs to resume the search for the necklace. 

Ignoring the Warden’s warning about staying out of things, Charlotte, pays a bereft Jonty a visit to discuss the note and to see if he can shed any light on Ross’s last words. He explains that rowers refer to oars as blades but other than that he says he can’t help, however it’s obvious that he has some idea of what his dead lover might have been referring to. 

As the students gather for Ross’s funeral, Charlotte learns that Ross’s body is due for cremation, but when she passes the body in the open casket, she sees that the rower’s beloved blades have been placed in the coffin with him.  Remembering the message on the note, Charlotte is convinced the answer lies in the casket alongside the body. 
Charlotte hatches a plan to get to Ross’s coffin before he is cremated and attempts to enlist the help of a very reluctant Maddy and Theo, but it seems Jonty has plans for the body too. Interrupted before he can open the coffin, he hides as Charlotte searches around the casket. 

Dorian is frantically trying to retain his presidency and attempts to enlist the help of Rosalind to complete a particular piece of course work whose deadline is looming. When she refuses, he threatens to blow Rosalind’s horse’s brains out in the middle of the quad. Rosalind doesn’t require any further incentive and duly produces the essay thus securing Dorian’s position. 

That evening, the Dandelion Club meet to raise a toast to Ross, however, Dorian struggles to provide the lavish catering the boys are accustomed as the club’s assets are still frozen.  Maltravers comes to the rescue with French cuisine and vintage wines, but in return, demands the abdication of their president. A surprisingly impassioned speech by Dorian sees The Dean chased from the room as the spirit of solidarity takes over. 

Later that night, Ross’s coffin is cremated on the lake in a moving tribute to the passionate and talented rower. As the entire college gather at the water’s edge to watch the stunning funeral pyre and say their final goodbyes, Jonty is in the woods with the body he stole from the crematorium during the uproar caused by Charlotte earlier in the day. As the empty coffin burns, he cuts an hour glass shaped implant from beneath a tattoo of a pair of blades on his lover’s buttocks. “Look beneath the blades”
CHARLES DANCE IS DR EDMUND MALTRAVERS (THE DEAN)
Could you explain what Trinity is about?

“It’s quite multilayered. There is an element of it that is quite like St Trinian’s except it’s in a university rather than a school. There is much rumpy pumpy going on amongst students and even more rum goings on amongst staff.”
Could you give me some background to Maltravers? 

“He is morally ambiguous as initially he’s completely devoid of anything resembling integrity and then he seems to reveal more and more within this rather strange personality that he has. He appears be a misogynist, we know nothing about his private life outside the university. I don’t know if he is married, if he is gay, whether he is a widower or what. He is an odd mixture. He is very proud of Trinity College at the mythical Bridgeford University. But the teaching side of his life is a front for a secret project that he is heavily involved in with some mysterious Americans. The principle source of funding for this comes from a man whose identity remains shrouded in mystery and who is intent on ensuring the elite club in the university, The Dandelion Club, remains an effective front. 

“And if that wasn’t enough to contend with, the arrival of the Warden really piles on the pressure as she is determined to rid the college of any elitism, starting with the main offenders, the Dandelion Club. It seems to me that the project is what Maltravers has given his life to in the last 20 years; I can’t reveal what the ‘project’ is but suffice to say he really believes in it.”
You worked with a young cast. Did you find that they looked to you for guidance?

“They didn’t seem as though they needed much guidance from me. They are a really talented bunch of smart, young actors. There is that puppy-like enthusiasm which is great to be around. Because of the age I am, I have played parents and God forbid it’ll be bloody grandparents soon enough! It tempers my cynicism somewhat to be surrounded by a lot of youth and enthusiasm.”
Trinity is aimed at an ITV2 audience, is that what attracted you?

“What attracted me was the great elements of black comedy which I don’t often get the opportunity to do. Also I was attracted by Ash Atalla despite the fact that I think he is a (fu*king) rogue. He is a terrifically innovative producer. He is a bit of a loose cannon and I rather like that. Those were principally the two elements that made me want to do it. It is also quite an original scenario. Trinity is very difficult to label; there are so many elements in it.”
Edmund is an incredibly sharp dresser, where those suits your idea?
“In my mind I had a much more crumpled image of Maltravers. However, the costume designer with the help of Ash came up with this idea that he was impeccably dressed. I can wear suits quite well so off we went and got some clobber sewn up. Some came from Ralph Lauren but most of them were made by a very good tailor in Soho called John Pierce. He makes clothes for Jack Nicholson and numerous others. He certainly knows his way around a needle.”
CLAIRE SKINNER IS DR ANGELA DOONE / THE WARDEN
If you had to describe Trinity as a drama, how would you go about it?
“Oh my gosh, there are just so many varied elements to it, it’s almost impossible to define! Which in a way is great as you can’t pigeon-hole it. There is a mystery running through the heart of it so it’s quite spooky and dark but with a humorous edge to it. There are many facets to it and things are never quite what they seem in Trinity, both with the characters and the drama itself.”
How would you describe your character?

 “Angela is the first female warden that the college has ever had, so her very presence really sets the cat amongst the pigeons. She is supposedly brought in to revolutionise and modernise the faculty and as she was previously a student at Trinity she knows first hand just how archaic the institution is. Angela knows what she’s taking on, she knows that she’s entering a very male dominated environment and knows that it’s going to be tough task.
She and Maltravers have a real power struggle; he’s very much the old guard and despite what he may say to her face, is determined to preserve the old ways. Angela is very aware of how he operates and there is a real battle of wills between the two. He’s a real slippery customer and she has to keep her wits about her in all their dealings; despite his appearance of fair play, she knows he’s fighting dirty. But she also starts to believe that he’s hiding something and slowly starts to realise that he is using the Dandelion Club to cloak what he is up to. She’s very much the eyes and ears of the audience. She is a reasonable woman and really is the voice of sanity amidst the madness. She slowly uncovers that there is something going on at Trinity and resolves to find out what it is.”
How did she enjoy working with such a young cast?
“It was lovely having to the opportunity to work with so many different types of people and having to respond differently to different types of characters and different actors – for instance doing scenes with Mark Woods and Arnab Chanda who play the two stoners was just such great fun as they play those characters brilliantly and you never knew quite what they were going to say. No two days were the same and all the young actors brought such great new things to the table, there was a real energy.”
How did you enjoy working with Charles Dance?
“It was so wonderful working with him; he’s a very, very funny man. I don’t know why, but he was not what I was expecting at all. I thought I was going to be a bit scared of him but he’s so charming and funny and completely put everyone at their ease. He was a great inspiration for everyone and has such presence on set but not in an intimidating way. I suspect the young cast learned a lot from him because I did.”
Were there any stand out moments for you on set?
“There was one really glorious day when everyone was on set. I’m pretty sure the entire cast was in. And there were all these huge blackberry bushes everywhere and in between shots you had all these actors dressed up as Faculty members and students all there picking blackberries and sitting around chatting. To the untrained eye it must have looked like some kind of university field picnic.”
REGGIE YATES IS THEO MACKENZIE
If you were to describe Trinity how would you go about it?
“Whenever I have described the show to people I’ve said that it is everything you’d imagine a red-brick university to be, but with a real weird mix of mystery, murder and humour all thrown in.  If that makes any sense!  It has everything that the glossy, American teen shows have - it ticks all of those boxes.  It has the really attractive girls, the jocks in the form of the Dandelion Club, and it has the sort of issues that anyone can relate to.  But then it also has a really dark undertone running right through the series.  It’s a bit of a weird mish-mash, but I definitely think it works.”

How would you try to explain the mystery element to the drama?
“Everything that you expect in the show goes out the window really quickly.  It feels at the beginning that it’s a show about class, romance and love.  Then it all flips on its head and becomes about murder, mystery and intrigue.  I think it’s great as you never quite know what going to happen next.”
What is Theo like?
“Theo has been described as the eyes of the audience.  There are so many outlandish and ridiculously huge characters in the show that he acts as the ‘normal’ person that you can identify with.  He reacts in the way that any of the audience would if they found themselves in the same situations.  He’s quite a normal guy in a very, very surreal situation.  He takes things in and reacts as any normal person would in that scenario.”

There are some very graphic sex scenes, how did you feel about filming those?
“There’s a lot of sex in it.  Particularly in the first half hour.  I got really lucky because all of my sex scenes are the before or after moments. Fortunately for the audience they won’t see nearly as much of me as they will of Christian. His were actual proper sex scenes and full nakedness.  He has panting and moaning. Whereas all I had to do was the kissing, rolling in and out of bed and then the embarrassed moments afterwards rather than the stuff in between.  No pun intended but it was a relief.”
So how did Reggie feel about having to get naked?
“The only thing I was really worried about was getting semi-naked to be honest.  The director made me get my bum out in one of my early scenes, but it hasn’t ended up being used. I’m not sure what’s more mortifying for me to be honest, having to drop my pants down and show my butt in front of the entire crew, or them deciding not to keep the cut?  It’s not a big deal I guess, I’ve mooned people a million times, but this is on camera.  It was quite weird to do that, but its all part of the acting experience.  I’ve been presenting for so many years that I’ve got used to that element of control and always having everything my own way really.  This was completely out of my control, and I had to do it for the scene and the character.  And, at least I didn’t have to go as far as Christian with the nakedness.”
How was it working with the rest of the cast?
“We all got on really, really well and went out together loads.  There were about nine or 10 of us that used to go out dancing a few times.  We ended up in a really weird Electro club in West London at one point which was quite a bizarre night.  Since filming finished I still see them; myself and Christian went to the football the other day.  So it was great having to do those slightly dodgy scenes with Isabella because we are just mates.  It certainly makes it easier.  

When you’ve got a bunch of young people going through the same experiences whilst making a show I think it’s surprising that you all have more in common than you think you would.  We’re all from such massively different backgrounds. Ellen’s from Wales, Mark is from Scotland, I’m a Londoner; it’s a cool situation to be in and have people there to go through it with you who understand.”

How did you find working with Charles and Claire?
“They are really cool.  Claire is really funny; she’s got a great dry sense of humour.  Charles and I got on really well; in fact we’ve been trading emails since filming finished.  Charles was really complimentary about me and my performance which means a lot coming from an actor of his stature.  

I have a funny thing with Charles because I’m obsessed with Eddie Murphy, and he was the bad guy in an Eddie Murphy film called The Golden Child.  He had the character name Numpsti in it.  I always wanted to scream ‘Numpsti’ at him whenever I saw him.  So when we finished filming the show, I happened to bump into him in Camden and I confessed this to him.  Now he’s in my phone as Numpsti and he always signs off his emails with that name as well!  He’s a legend.”

Have you always wanted to act?
“I started out as an actor, and did a whole bunch of work for quite a long time.  I did a year on Family Affairs, Grange Hill, The Bill.  I spent a lot of my time doing drama when I was younger, and all throughout my teens I was in plays and performing on stage.  I never really intended to be a presenter, it was something that sort of happened and I found I really enjoyed, but acting is where my heart is and what I really want to do more of.  I enjoyed the experience on Trinity and I 100% want to do more.  It’s quite tough at the moment because I’ve got so much on with the presenting and the radio show.  I also have a production company and we are developing some shows so I’m doing so many different things, which is great, but it makes it difficult to commit to one particular acting job I guess.  But I’d really love to do more.”

ANTONIA BERNATH IS CHARLOTTE ARC
How would you sum up Trinity?
“Does anyone really know what it is?  It’s everything; comedy, mystery, teen drama.  I’ve shown it to various friends and they all say really different things.  A couple of them have compared the mystery element to something like Lost. Well, Lost if Hurley was funny, maybe!  But it does feel very much like an American series; maybe there is a tiny bit of something like 24 to it, in the way that it keeps you right on the edge of your seat right throughout the series.”

How would you describe your character, Charlotte?
“Charlotte’s father dies, or possibly is murdered, right at the start of the series which is how she is drawn in and ends up right at the very centre of the plot.  She has inherited his inquisitive, probing personality and so she’s a bit like a dog with a bone; she isn’t willing to let it go and wants to find out the truth.  She might come across as being a bit geeky, but it’s more that she is just not very sure of herself; she lacks that confident swagger that some of the other characters have.  But as the series progresses she really comes out of herself and as her confidence develops we begin to see how very principled she is and how driven by her morals.  She has a clear sense of what is right and what is wrong throughout, but she gets a lot better at actually standing up for herself and saying what she believes and feels.”

Do you identify with her in any way? 
“I was a bit of a geek when I was at school.  I always tried to work hard, get the academic prize, and I went to Cambridge (which I dropped out of).  I changed as I got older, but it was really weird being that girl again and getting back that feeling of being really socially inept and geeky.  I always wish that I could go back to that age with the benefit of the experience I have now.  Actually, even just being able to go back and know which bands are cool and what to wear would be a start.  I loved Charlotte so, so much.  I don’t know how I can play anything else as it will feel like I’m betraying her.”

What do you think about The Dandelion Club?
“My boyfriend watched the series and really couldn’t understand what Charlotte’s problem with the Dandelion Club is.  He just sees them as a bunch of guys who are having a bit of a laugh.  From my perspective it is something of a feminist issue for Charlotte, but I think she also picks up on the fact that maybe there is something more to the Dandelion Club than meets the eye.  I think she knows that they are the key to something bigger than just a bunch of guys drinking and behaving dreadfully.  Deep down, she suspects that the club might be linked somehow to her father.  Throughout the eight episodes she discovers some things which seem to prove her right.”

How would you describe Charlotte’s relationship with Dorian?
“He stands for everything she hates; privilege over merit.  She has had to work hard to earn the things she has, including her place at Trinity, whereas Dorian appears to her initially as just this posh, foppish, privileged idiot.  I think that she sees through that to some extent and realises that there is something more to him, but she doesn’t really know how to feel about him; it isn’t black and white for her.  She finds herself falling for him very much against her better judgement!”

You and Christian share some graphic sex scenes, how did you find filming those?
“I wasn’t really comfortable it to be honest.  Everyone on set was very lovely, but it’s such a weird experience.  I thought I would be wearing a nice camisole or something and then the Line Producer came up to me with the tiniest flesh coloured thong.  I freaked out a little bit.  I must admit I thought the end result was tastefully done but the most embarrassing thing was having to orgasm on screen.  It’s difficult because when people see that they forget about the divide between the character and the actress.  It isn’t really me on screen.  Christian probably ended up with the most nudity throughout the series, but guys are better at that, aren’t they?  Guys get their willies out at every opportunity.”
CHRISTIAN COOKE IS DORIAN GAUDAIN
How would you describe Trinity as a drama?
“Trinity is, at the most basic, a comedy drama about young people at a university.  It’s a fusion of series like Gossip Girl with a bit of mystery added to it.  It’s got a bit of an American feel to it as it’s really glossy, but it’s difficult to define because it is so different to anything that I’ve seen before.  There are certainly some very dark moments in it and as the series goes on, things get even darker but personally I feel the balance of comedy and drama is just right.  Despite the American feel to the series, elements like the Dandelion Club anchor the series very much in British society.”

How would you describe your character?
“Dorian is president of the Dandelion Club, which is an elite society at Trinity whose members get away with doing all sorts. They don’t really have to do their work or conform to the same rules as the other students and are very much a law unto themselves.  Dorian himself is an extremely exaggerated character; he’s almost like a caricature and I as result I had a blast playing him. He has some outrageous lines which I loved delivering!  I think the nice thing about Trinity is that all of the characters develop and change throughout the series, even Dorian. In the beginning, he is this young tearaway who wants to shag all the birds and party, but towards the end of the series you start to see a compassionate side and despite himself, he actually starts to care more for other people.  He becomes a lot less self-centred, especially in his relationship with Charlotte. You see that relationship blossom and develop throughout the eight episodes.”

How would you explain the relationship between Charlotte and Dorian?
“Dorian is used to having anyone he wants and she is someone who puts up a fight and isn’t interested in him.  I think that’s what attracts him at first as it is so alien to him.  Then he realises that he does actually really like her.  For her, he’s an incredibly charismatic guy as well, which I’m sure helps. Maybe she is just intrigued by the act that he puts on and wants to learn more about the ‘real’ Dorian.  She does eventually learn that deep down he is a nice guy, but it takes a while, and there are some hiccups along the way.”

You have some incredibly full on sex scenes; did you find them difficult to film?
“I had some fairly raunchy scenes, but to be honest they were alright for me!  I think it is always more nerve-wracking and potentially embarrassing for the girls; especially when they are put in certain positions!  But you just have to get on with it really; everyone is always very professional about it on set. Once you get through the whole nervous laughter thing, then it just becomes very technical and dull.  But then you see it all cut together and it gives you a real shock.  When I watched them back I thought it was really funny how dirty I was on screen!   I had two sex scenes, one with Rosamund which was all about Dorian being filthy and completely uninhibited. The sex scene with Charlotte was a lot more loving and tender.”  

How do you feel about nude scenes?
“It seems to be a bigger talking point and much more of a deal for everyone else to be honest. People do seem to be focussing on it but it’s not as though I’m permanently walking around with my shirt off! But I just don’t find filming all that stuff awkward in anyway, I just see it as part of the character.  In Demons people seemed to be of the opinion we were just doing it for the sake of it or to get viewing figures.  With Trinity it is all for the laughs and I think it really works.  No-one on set really makes a big deal of it.  Once you’ve done it once then it becomes a lot easier.”

How did you find working with the rest of the cast?
“They are amazing; that was the best thing about the project for me.  I’ve never played a character like him, so it was fun having free licence to be such a nasty guy.  That was the initial attraction, but then when I met the cast I was completely sold because I’ve never really worked with such a large group people of my own age before.  Most of the cast are in their twenties, and we got on really well so I made some really good friends.  

Plus I have always been a big fan of Charles and Claire.  Life is Sweet is one of my favourite Mike Leigh films and Claire is great in that.  And Charles Dance is obviously amazing.  They are acting giants and I really think they give the show real kudos and add a touch of class.  A lot of my scenes were with Charles and it was great to learn from him and work alongside him, but more than that he is just a really nice guy.  I think there is always a bit of trepidation at the start when you are working with someone like that; but he’s just one of those people who likes to get on with the job and get it done to the best of your ability but has a laugh while he’s doing it.”

So what’s next for you?
“I’m just waiting to start work on Cemetery Junction which is the new Ricky Gervais and Stephen Merchant film, they are writing and directing it.  It’s about three guys growing up in 1973 who come from a really working class background. It’s all about love, friendship and class.  Tom Hughes, who is in Trinity, and Jack Doolan play the other two young characters with me.  Ralph Fiennes plays my boss and there is just a great cast attached. It’s really exciting and will hopefully be out in Spring 2010.  I’ve always wanted to do films, and I think as first films go I’ve been really lucky to get this.  Oh, and Ricky is in it as well; he plays my dad.  That’s pretty cool isn’t it?  Ricky Gervais as your dad!”
ISABELLA CALTHORPE IS ROSALIND GAUDAIN
How would you describe Rosalind?
“There are two groups of students at Trinity, there are the old-money, high status group whose parents have gone to Trinity for generations.  Then there are the new students who are extremely bright, hard working, state school students.  My character, Rosalind, starts at Trinity at the beginning of the series and is very much in the first group.  She is the first cousin to Dorian who is the President of the Dandelion Club.  Particularly at the start of the series she is quite predatory and will almost do anything to shock people.  She comes across as quite cold and hard and seems to be just out to get what she can, do what she wants and maybe rebel a bit.  She has a turnaround mid-series, because a dark secret comes out regarding her future.”  

How would you define the drama?
“I think because the mystery is not immediately obvious, and more and more things get revealed with each episode it keeps things really exciting.  That’s equally true for us as cast members as it is for the viewers - especially as we were really only getting the scripts as we started filming each block.  I think in a way that was a good thing – because the story was slowly being revealed to us as we went along, so in a way we were on the same journey that the audience will be taking.  It is a real page-turner of a script, and I think the darker side of the story and the comedy are really well balanced.  I was genuinely laughing out loud as I was reading it.  It isn’t like anything I’ve really read or seen before.  I think that really enticed me to the project.  When I try to describe it to people I can only really say that it’s a mixture of lots of different things.  It really is its own unique thing.”

How would you describe the relationship between Theo and Rosalind?
“It’s quite a sweet and unconventional love story that she and Theo have.  At the beginning of the series she gets it on with Theo just because she wants to see if she can have him. However no-one is more shocked than Rosalind herself when she unexpectedly falls for him quite hard. To begin with Theo is just another conquest, she doesn’t realise how much she will fall for him until its too late. Towards the end of the series their relationship comes under some external pressure and it really affects her quite deeply. I can’t really go into what happens as it will give too much away, suffice to say  she realises how much she cares for him and tries to persuade him to run away with her.  It’s really quite sad because it’s so different from the Rosalind at the beginning of the story.”

How would you explain her rather unconventional relationship with Dorian?
“I think there is a lot of one-upmanship between her and her cousin Dorian, and perhaps another reason why she starts seeing Theo is to try and piss him off slightly.  Later in the series we find that she is going to be married off; almost an arranged marriage.  I think that explains to some extent why she acts the way she does; she is almost trapped by her future.  She’s just rebelling and doing everything that she can while she can.  She is really under the power of Dorian and his father and the powers that be at Trinity.”

You had to shoot some pretty full on sex scenes, how comfortable were you with those?
“I was worried about shooting the scene with Christian at the beginning of the series because in the script it sounds quite graphic.  But it was actually all filmed really well, and there wasn’t any actual nudity for me, so it didn’t feel explicit.  We did film that on day three, so it really was in at the deep end for me!  As an opening to the series it’s such a great scene as it is quite comic as well; I mean it’s completely over the top so the comedy element really took the edge off filming it, so it didn’t feel too uncomfortable for me at all in the end.”

How did you enjoy filming with the rest of the cast?
“I think the young cast made the filming feel very exciting.  It was a bit like going back to school because the majority of the cast were quite young and it’s all set at a university.  It was really nice through the duration because we all got on so well and had a laugh.”
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