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Written and created by Sally Wainwright and produced by Red Production Company, compelling three-part drama, Unforgiven, is the story of Ruth Slater (Suranne Jones), a woman released from prison on license after serving 15 years for the murder of two policemen. 

Ruth has spent half of her life imprisoned, and now faces the daunting prospect of rebuilding her life whilst being irresistibly drawn to the place that haunts her, Upper Hanging Stones Farm. In spite of trying to focus on the future and her new boyfriend Brad (Will Mellor), Ruth is unable to forget her past and the sister, Katie, who she was forced to leave behind. 

Outraged to hear that the woman who killed their father has been released, Kieran (Jack Deam) and Steve Whelan (Matthew McNulty) are eager to seek revenge.  Believing that life should mean life, the two brothers decide to take the law into their own hands. But just how far are they capable of going? Can they really do to her what she did to their father?

As the details about Ruth’s past become known, maintaining a job, friendship and a relationship become increasingly arduous. Ruth soon realises that the ramifications of her release spread further than she could have imagined, with far reaching implications for everyone involved.

Unforgiven also stars Peter Davison and Siobhan Finneran as John and Izzie Ingram, who now live at Upper Hanging Stones Farm; Faye McKeever as Steve’s wife Hannah, and Douglas Hodge and Jemma Redgrave as Michael and Rachel Belcombe, the adoptive parents of Emily (Flora Spencer-Longhurst) and Ruth’s sister Katie who they have renamed Lucy (Emily Beecham).
Unforgiven is made by Red Production Company for ITV1, produced by Karen Lewis (The Chatterley Affair, Dad) and directed by David Evans (The Children, Mysterious Creatures). Unforgiven is supported by Screen Yorkshire through its Production Fund, which aims to fund the development of a long term and sustainable screen industry in Yorkshire and Humber.
Director of Red Production Company and Executive Producer Nicola Shindler says: “Sally has created a powerful and emotional drama which follows a group of seemingly unconnected individuals exploring the links that bind them together. It is exactly the kind of drama Red enjoys making – powerful, provocative and contemporary writing.”

Writer, creator and Executive Producer Sally Wainwright comments: “I loved writing Unforgiven. The idea came to me over night, and it took on its own momentum very quickly. It's quite a dark piece for me, but not without its lighter, warmer moments. I am delighted with the cast.”
Sally Haynes, Controller of Drama Commissioning for ITV added: “We are thrilled to have such a powerful, character-driven thriller from Sally Wainwright and are delighted to be working with Red Production Company on Unforgiven.” 
FOREWORD BY SALLY WAINWRIGHT
Picture a wet windy afternoon, high upon the West Yorkshire moors in a field beside a hill farm across from the M62. The rain is coming in sideways. The canopies covering the monitor and the sound equipment have been sand-bagged down so they won't be blasted away, and the camera, which is on a huge crane and tracks, has been wrapped in several layers of polythene.
 
Upwards of twenty-five crew and two cast are wrapped in their stoutest bad weather gear. They are all standing in freezing mud. They will be working in these conditions for the next four or five hours, waiting for exactly the right break in the weather to get what is a tiny but crucial moment in the story, and to create a defining image of the central character in this bleak, beautiful landscape.
 
When it's over, at lunch time, they all troop up the field with their ton of equipment. The wind-swept producer, Karen Lewis, thanks them all individually for their efforts. Every single one of them - believe it or not - has a huge smile on their face, and a cheerful word to go with it. It's the moment above all others that embodies the increasing feeling throughout the shoot that something very special is being created.  

Watching Unforgiven being put together is the first time I have fully appreciated what it means to be truly well served by the people who turn the script into a living breathing thing for us all to sit down and watch. I hope the passion, energy, care and thought given by this superlative crew and cast in the making of Unforgiven is apparent in what you see. 
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The following synopses are published in the press pack for forward planning purposes only. Please do not reproduce entirely and do not publish the end of the story. Many thanks.

EPISODE ONE

Ruth Slater (Suranne Jones) has been in prison for 15 years after being found guilty of the murder of two policemen. Today she is being released. She has been in a low security prison for the past two years, so it’s not a huge shock seeing the outside world, but it’s still very daunting. Ruth reports into her probation officer and after being assigned a flat she’s given the details of her new job at the local meat factory in Halifax. In her new flat, she explains to the probation officer that she has a younger sister, Katie, whom she virtually brought up and loves deeply. She was taken into care when Ruth was arrested and despite Ruth’s desperate efforts to get in touch, she’s heard nothing from her for the 15 years she was in prison. Will she be able to track down the sister who means so much to her? 
Elsewhere, Kieran (Jack Deam) is furious his father’s killer has been released, and is frustrated that his brother, Steve (Matthew McNulty), doesn’t seem as angry. Kieran turns to Steve’s wife, Hannah (Faye McKeever) for support, they’ve been having an affair and as Steve leaves for work they head to the bedroom. 
In hospital, Michael (Douglas Hodge) and Rachel Belcombe (Jemma Redgrave) are at the bedside of their eldest adopted daughter, Lucy (Emily Beecham). She’s in a coma after a terrible car accident and there’s no telling whether she’ll come out of it. The police have surmised that she drove through a red light whilst drunk, without a license or insurance in her friend’s car, who also happens to be the local drug dealer. She has also injured another driver and could be in serious trouble if he doesn’t recover. 
Meanwhile, Ruth’s devastated as her probation officer reveals there’s a clause in her sister’s adoption which means she’s not allowed to make contact with Katie. She’s been waiting 15 years to reunited with her sister and this news shatters her. Feeling utterly bereft she goes back to the house she and Katie used to live in, Upper Hanging Stones Farm. As she stands by the driveway, her memories are sad and bloody – this is where the murders took place. The new occupants, John (Peter Davison) and Izzie (Siobhan Finneran) have been worrying about the house being haunted and are freaked out when they see a lone figure watching them in the garden. John heads outside and invites Ruth into the house and as she explains she used to live there with her sister, Katie, she finds herself opening up to him. John and Izzie are sympathetic as Ruth reveals she hasn’t seen, or had any contact with her younger sister since she was taken into care. Katie was six when she last saw her and Social Services won’t help her make contact. There’s something about Ruth that John likes and he agrees to help. The next day he looks into the case and discovers that Katie was adopted by a couple called Michael and Rachel, who have two daughters, Lucy and Emily.   
Episode One continues…

Ruth is working hard at the factory and is starting to fall for a very cute guy, Brad (Will Mellor). After a night out, they have sex. Brad is the first man Ruth’s ever slept with in her life and it’s a scary but fabulous experience for her. Can Ruth maintain a relationship without revealing her criminal past?
Elsewhere, Steve is working as a janitor at the local authority flats and is horrified when he realises one of the new tenants is Ruth Slater. His suppressed anger and fury rises quickly to the surface and he calls Kieran to tell him he’s ready to hatch a plan of revenge. Ruth Slater will pay for what she did to their father.

EPISODE TWO
Steve (Matthew McNulty) has spent the last couple of weeks observing Ruth (Suranne Jones), his anger is now bubbling out of control. He watches where she goes, what times she gets back, he knows everything about her and he wants to make her suffer.

At the hospital, Lucy (Emily Beecham) has woken up from her coma and is ashamed and embarrassed by her actions. She was feeling the pressure of university and didn’t know where to turn. She has some buried issues, but she doesn’t understand what they are as she knows nothing about her past. Meanwhile, Michael (Douglas Hodge) and Rachel (Jemma Redgrave) have an issue of their own - the little girl they adopted and renamed Lucy, is about to be faced with her past. A letter from John (Peter Davison) has arrived asking them to meet with Ruth, but neither Rachel nor Michael want to upset Lucy further. However, ignoring the letters doesn’t help and they eventually agree to meet with John and Ruth. The meeting doesn’t go to plan as Rachel infuriates Ruth when she reveals she never passed on any of her letters.   
Elsewhere, Izzie (Siobhan Finneran) is looking further into the history of the house and is horrified when she discovers the truth about Ruth and the murders that she committed in her family home. Feeling angry and deceived, Izzie warns John to stay away, and demands they put the house back on the market. However, during a family Christmas meal, Izzie’s fuming when she overhears her youngest son telling the family that he’s the one who’s been moving things to scare his mother into believing the house is haunted.
Meanwhile, Steve’s decided today is the day to get his revenge on Ruth.  He has everything planned and isn’t deterred when Kieran (Jack Deam) doesn’t show up. Ruth needs some help with her boiler and Steve has agreed to go round, giving him the perfect opportunity. However, as he looks at the boiler, working out how best to attack, there’s a knock on the door and Ruth’s neighbour, Eddie (George Costigan), pops in to see her and scuppers Steve’s plans. As Eddie and Ruth chat, Steve overhears her talking about her sister and formulates a plan B – he decides that hurting the closest thing to Ruth would be the best way to get revenge.  

Brad (Will Mellor) is really starting to like Ruth, and not wanting her to be alone at Christmas, he invites her to his parent’s house.  Ruth doesn’t feel she can accept his invitation without being completely honest with him, and plucks up the courage to tell him about her past. Brad’s stunned when she reveals she was sentenced to prison for murder and walks out on a devastated Ruth. The next day at work, she finds herself at the end of a hate campaign.  The other workers have found out about her past and she’s deeply disappointed with Brad for telling everyone.  
Under pressure, Rachel is starting to feel terrible about keeping Lucy’s past a secret from her and when Emily (Flora Spencer- Longhurst), who is also adopted, overhears hear parents talking about a sister from the past, she confronts her Mum.  Rachel opens up to her daughter and explains that Lucy has a biological sister. Will Emily keep her mum’s secret?  

At Steve’s house, Kieran and Hannah (Faye McKeever) have become careless with their affair and Steve is enraged when he walks in on them in bed together. Will he take his anger out on Ruth?
Meanwhile, Ruth is ecstatic when she receives an anonymous letter with the address of Lucy’s university lodgings. Will she finally be reunited with her sister?
EPISODE THREE 
Ruth (Suranne Jones) is haunted by flashbacks of her arrest and the moment her sister was taken away from her as she makes her way to York where Lucy (Emily Beecham) is at university. After setting eyes on her sister for the first time in 15 years, she can’t bring herself to go and speak to her and sits mesmerised watching her from a distance.
Meanwhile, Steve (Matthew McNulty) hasn’t been home since walking in on Hannah (Faye McKeever) and Kieran (Jack Deam) in bed together. He’s hired a private detective to find out more about Ruth’s sister and is determined to exact revenge on her without Kieran’s help.  
At Upper Hanging Stones Farm, Izzie (Siobhan Finneran) has been feeling guilty about her rude behaviour towards Ruth and when she comes to the house to see John (Peter Davison), Izzie takes the opportunity to make amends and invites Ruth in for a coffee. As they chat, Ruth reveals the details of her past and Izzie begins to understand her longing to be reunited with her sister. 
Steve has heard back from the private detective, who has located the girl and given him the Belcombe’s address. Steve arrives at the house and recklessly kidnaps Emily and bundles her into a van, not realising he has the wrong sister.  

Meanwhile, Ruth’s probation offer has been calling John as she’s been unable to track her down. Izzie immediately knows where she’ll be and heads to York where she finds Ruth sitting outside Lucy’s student halls.  Whilst they chat, Ruth gets a phone call.  It’s a manic Steve. He’s out of control - he has her sister and he’s going to make her suffer as she made his father suffer. As he gets more and more manic by the minute, Ruth’s baffled – he can’t have Lucy, as she’s looking at her through the window of her halls. Enraged, Steve pulls the tape off Emily’s mouth and allows her to explain who she is?
Desperate to inform Emily’s parents, Ruth has no option but to approach Lucy. She doesn’t fully explain who she is but after some persuasion, Lucy agrees to call her parents. Rachel (Jemma Redgrave) and Michael (Douglas Hodge) are shocked to hear Ruth on the end of Lucy’s phone, but their overriding worry for Emily takes over.  Izzie phones the police and as they leave Lucy’s halls, Ruth tries to explain to Lucy that they’re sisters.  Will Ruth and Lucy be able to rebuild their relationship after so many years? Will Emily survive Steve’s crazed kidnapping? 

CAST INTERVIEWS

SURANNE JONES plays Ruth Slater

Can you tell us about your character Ruth Slater?

Ruth’s been serving a life sentence for murdering two policemen and you follow her story after she’s released from prison.  Her six-year-old sister, whom she virtually brought up, was taken into care when she was arrested and she’s been trying to make contact with her for the 15 years she was inside and had no luck. Knowing she had someone in the outside world that she adored and loved is really what kept her going. So when she’s released, not only do you see her trying to fit back into society and getting used to freedom, but you also join her in the search for her sister, which is totally driven by love.  
What is Ruth like when she’s released from prison? What does she make of the outside world? 
Ruth is very awkward as she’s not really got any social skills. She’s quite naïve and perhaps a bit immature. After 15 years inside, she has a defensive shell but has preserved a child-like naiveté. She was a 17-year-old girl when she went into prison and has been in a secure environment ever since so she still has that naïve quality at the age 34 because she’s had no life experience. When she’s released she just tries to keep her head down and live a low key life but it’s difficult for her and takes real strength of character. She won’t look people in the eye very often because she feels she’s being judged, even though she’s been released she doesn’t feel she’s been forgiven. It isn’t as simple as that. 

How does she feel when she’s informed that she’s not allowed to contact her sister?
Ruth’s absolutely distraught. Her sister was all she had and she’s the only thing that has sustained her throughout her prison sentence. No-one told her there was a clause in the adoption which meant she wouldn’t be able to see her and she’s always held hope that they would be reunited. She’s been waiting to have that contact for so many years, so its devastating news for her.  

How does she meet the Ingrams?

She goes back to her old house, Upper Hanging Stones Farm, as it’s the only place she knows. The Ingrams are the new occupants and they’re so intrigued about the history of the house they invite her in. She doesn’t go looking to involve anyone else in her situation, but John sees she’s troubled and offers to help her. Even after he discovers she’s a killer, he’s the first one who doesn’t see her as a monster. He knows there’s something about her that he likes and he continues to help her.   

Ruth has never had a boyfriend before and gets romantically involved with Will Mellor’s character, Brad. Can you tell us about that?
It’s very difficult for Ruth to get close to anyone because she doesn’t know who to trust with the truth about her past. She’s also never had a boyfriend before and is trying to gain as much life experience as possible. She makes herself do the “normal” things she’s not done before, like going on a night out with her work friends and having sex with Brad. She’s never touched a naked man before so it’s all new to her and she’s awkward. It makes you realise how hard it is for someone to come out of prison after a long period of time and then try to slot back into normal life.  
What attracted you to the role?
A role like this comes up once in a blue moon and I think I’ve been looking for a part like this for a long time. It sits well with me, as it’s gritty and all about the character. It’s very intense. Ruth is so fascinating, and it was a really interesting challenge because we had to get the audience to come on her emotional journey. We needed the viewer to see things from a murderer’s point of view as the drama unfolds. I really wanted it to work and for the viewers to be intrigued by her and question how they would react if someone like Ruth came into their lives.

Did you do any research for the role?
Yes, I went to the prison, where Ruth spent some of her sentence in the story, and I met two prisoners serving life sentences. They’d gone into prison at around the same time as Ruth and were due for release. I wanted to watch them and speak to them about their experiences. It was invaluable for me to get an insight into their lives. One of them was 34 years old and she’d just learnt how to catch a bus on her own. It made me realise what a huge transition it is for them, to go from being so regimented and having your every movement logged to being free. Even spending a night alone in your own flat is a big deal.   

Did meeting the prisoners change the way you played Ruth?
Yes, definitely. Had I not met these prisoners I would have probably played Ruth mouthier. They really helped me to figure out how to act the part and were very forthcoming with information. The director was also brilliant in guiding me. He told me everything has to come from deep within me as Ruth is a very insular character. I was concentrating so much on the character and it was absolutely exhausting! It’s my favourite part I’ve ever played so I really wanted to make sure I got her right.
There is a great supporting cast. Did you enjoy working with the other actors?
Yes, they were absolutely brilliant. It was actually quite daunting at the read-through because everyone else was so fantastic and it put me under pressure! I chose to isolate myself whilst we were filming so I could really get into the character, so I stayed in a different hotel from the other cast members. It really helped me focus on Ruth and develop a feeling of isolation.
CAST INTERVIEWS

PETER DAVISON plays John Ingram 

Tell us about John and how he becomes involved with Ruth Slater? 
John is a family lawyer who, together with his wife Izzie helps Ruth search for her sister Katie. He first comes across Ruth when he sees her standing like an apparition on the wall outside his home. He lives in the house where Ruth grew up and where the murders took place, although he doesn’t realise that at the time. She’s clearly a broken individual and I think that’s what draws him to her. He invites her in to talk because he and his wife are very interested in the history of the house. There’s something about her that he likes and he agrees to help her find the sister she’s lost contact with. 

How does he feel when he discovers she’s a murderer?

John is the type of person I aspire to be like as he’s a very principled, good man. He meets Ruth and recognises she’s a troubled person so offers to help her. When he discovers she’s a murderer he still wants to help her. He can’t see any evil in her so he does the right thing and doesn’t judge her. I think he feels that you can’t write off someone’s life on the basis of one thing they’ve done, no matter how terrible it is. 

Despite her background, John helps Ruth. Do you think people are still treated like criminals when they’re released from prison?

I think we’re all too quick to judge people and Ruth is an example of that. She’s been in prison for 15 years so she’s become institutionalised and is struggling to find her way in the real world. The only thing that’s important to her is her sister, but she really has no chance of being reunited with her. I do think the adoptive parents had Lucy’s best interests at heart in not telling hr anything about Ruth, but this is also about realising that  someone who has been in prison is entitled to some kind of life. It’s not just a question of whether once you’ve served your time, you should be forgiven. 

Would you be as understanding as John?

It’s impossible to say, as theoretically I’d like to say yes but you don’t know until you’ve actually been in that position. I think anyone would be challenged in that situation, as we all have our principles but what matters is that we do the right thing when it comes to crunch time. 

What attracted you to the role?

Primarily, it was the fact that it was a Sally Wainwright script as I’m such an admirer of her writing. Sally seems to manage to tell a very bleak and scary story, but makes it accessible and makes the characters believable. She somehow draws you in so you believe in the lives of these people and their world.  

Have you worked with Suranne Jones before?
I’ve never worked with Suranne before but I think she’s absolutely brilliant. For Unforgiven she really had to get into the mind frame of someone who’s been in prison for 15 years so I didn’t want to disturb her too much on set as she stayed in character most of the time.
How did the role come about? Do you think Sally had you in mind for the part?
I’m not sure if Sally wrote it with me in mind, but I’m guessing that she suggested me for the role. It was one of those very nice parts where they just rang up and asked if I’d like to do it. I was very grateful as Sally’s such a fantastic writer. You never have to change a word of Sally’s scripts, as every line is so well thought out and it works so well. 
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