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Paul O’Grady’s Saturday Night Line Up
“My new Saturday night show is all about wonderful guests playing a game, having a laugh
and chatting about themselves. It starts off very polite as they answer the questions and try
to decide which order they have been voted in, but it soon gets a bit raucous – I’m like a
ringmaster!”
Paul O’Grady
Episode 1: TX Saturday 11 September 2021 9pm on ITV and ITV Hub (TBC)
Embargoed until 00.01am on Tuesday 7th September 2021

Paul O’Grady returns to Saturday nights with a brand-new comedy entertainment show,
asking much-loved celebrities to pit themselves against each other, to find out what the great
British public really thinks of them.
The glittering studio-based series will be bursting with celebrity revelations, as four showbiz
guests from the worlds of TV, film, sport and music join Paul each week. Throughout the show,
the famous faces are asked to literally line up in order of best to worst or most to least, in
response to a variety of questions, scenarios and dilemmas presented to them by Paul.
Who is the richest? Who is most likely to have a midlife crisis? Who would the public most
want to go on date with? All the scenarios presented to them are guaranteed to provoke
surprising revelations and sparks of rivalry between the celebrities as they compete to
correctly guess where the public would place them in relation to the question. In addition, a
special question will be posed by a surprise guest celebrity each week, giving their own view
on how the stars measure up.
To win a point, the celebrities have to try to match their position in the line-up with the order
that the surveyed 1000 members of the British public have put them in. But how well do they
know the public’s perception of them?
Host Paul will play ringmaster and is never short of a story himself. He will be giving his
showbiz guests a run for their money when it comes to hilarious anecdotes, whilst bringing a
bit of mischief to the proceedings.
At the end of each show, there is a fast and furious quick-fire round against the clock, before
the celebrity guest with the most points is declared the winner and receives a Mystery Prize
from Paul.
Episode one sees Jack Dee, Joanna Page, Mica Paris and Rob Rinder answer questions such
as ‘Who would have been the naughtiest at school?’ ‘Who would you most want alongside
you in a crisis?’ ‘Who would be the best person to be married to?’ And ‘Who is the most downto-earth?’
Plus, Sharon Osbourne dials in to ask them ‘Who is the most rock n roll?’
The celebs compare stories as they decide which place each one should stand in.
Jack Dee says: “I don’t mess up hotel rooms. I tidy them up, that’s how un-rock n roll I am. I
get tipped by the maid.”

On marriage, Mica Paris says: “I’m a mumsy type and I love to cook. I like to do everything, it’s
the way I was brought up. Everything is pristine.”
Rob Rinder says to Mica: “Marry me!” and Paul also says: “Marry me!”
As the show continues, one celebrity is shocked to find themselves constantly voted into the
bottom slot by the public and another tells a revealing story about the time she seduced a
gardener…
Produced by Olga TV/ Silver Star Productions Limited for ITV.

Press pack interview with Paul O’Grady
Strictly embargoed for publication until Tuesday 7 September 2021.
What enticed you back to Saturday night entertainment?!
Two years ago, before COVID, we did a pilot for this show and then COVID hit and nothing
happened. I thought it had gone away but then they wanted to film more and because I like
Elstree Studios I said, ‘Oh go on then, I’ll do it.’ The pilot was very raucous because people let
their hair down because they know it’s not going out, and I thought it would never get
commissioned unless they showed it at three in the morning! But it was commissioned with
us toning it down a bit!
It was a real change because everything I do is on location, and I’m often with animals and
not humans, so I wanted to see if I can still communicate with human beings! See if I’ve still
got any social skills left.
Can you explain / describe how the format of the show works?
A question will be asked, for example, who would be the most likely to make a fool of
themselves at a celebrity party? And then the four guests have to decide amongst themselves
who they think is the most likely, and rank themselves in positions one to four. They all tell a
little anecdote relating to the question and then they line up in the order they think the public
have put them in.
Also each week there is a question from another celebrity, so the first week, Sharon Osbourne
dials in with a question, one week it’s Cliff Richard, another week it’s Nigel Havers.
Then at the end there’s a quickfire round where they only have ten seconds to get in the right
order as the questions appear on the screen behind them – it’s pandemonium, ‘Hurry up,
hurry up, quick quick,’ – they’re running around like headless chickens trying to decide.
Was part of the appeal that this is not a typical talk show, but has a real twist to it?
Yes, it’s a different way of hearing someone tell a story. I remember when Diana Rigg was a
guest when I was doing the chat show and everybody said, ‘Don’t mention The Avengers.’
But I said, ‘I’m Avengers mad, she knows this.’ And when she came on, I said, ‘You’re the

reason I moved to London.’ And she said, ‘Why?’ and I said, ‘Because of The Avengers.’ And
of course, off we went. I’d just gone in a different way. We talked about all the catsuits she
wore and how difficult they were to get off. It was just a different way to getting chatting
than just saying, ‘Tell me about The Avengers.’ If you go in a different way, you get a good
story. And that’s what happened with these guests, they all came out with great stories.
They didn’t need much nudging from me, they just came out with it. They’re talking about
themselves. They just came on to play the game and talk about themselves.
It was such a fun show to make. Sometimes when you’re filming a chat show, it can be like
pulling teeth, you sometimes just get, ‘Yes, no, don’t know’ answers, but on this show, there
was none of that, it was like pulling the plug and then it flowed. Everyone was so relaxed.
Who has been your favourite guest so far?
There have been so many, and so many wonderful people who I haven’t seen for ages. Like
Mica Paris. I’m a huge fan of Mica, and she’s got the best voice going. And she’s a great
actress.
And Jack Dee, I first met Jack over 30 years ago, and Jo Brand. I’d only ever said hello to Judge
Rinder before, but gosh, he’s such fun. He’s hilarious. We were sat there open-mouthed with
some of the stuff he came out with.
They were all good value. Joanna Page can talk for Wales, but she’s glorious, she’s a lovely
actor and she’s such a lovely person.
Omid Djalili is another favourite of mine, he’s the best Fagin I’ve ever seen on stage. He’s a
smashing bloke.
My mates are on it too, like Sally Lindsay, Boy George, Rupert Everett. Everyone came out
with various anecdotes that were funny.
Do the guests all start off being very modest about where they place themselves in the
line up?!
A little bit, at the beginning it’s all a bit polite and then it just gets a bit raucous. I really
enjoyed it. It was like talking to friends really for an hour or two and then go home. It was
very pleasant.
Has anyone taken huge offence at the result of the public poll to a question?
No, thank goodness. And when they’re picked in the bottom spot, I feel terrible for them, I
say, ‘Listen, take no notice! It’s only a game.’
Who has been the most competitive?
Boy George was quite competitive, he’s great fun though. And no-one wears a hat like Boy
George, I’m so envious. He wears these wonderful hats and if I put one of those on, I’d get
locked up. They’re lovely. They’re sort of like stove pipe hats but with a modern twist.
Any full-on arguments yet putting themselves in line?!
Nothing serious but lots of, ‘You should stand there, no, no, no, it won’t be me, you stand
there, no honestly.’ They were all very polite but pushing each other into the best spot. It

was very funny watching them. They were very nice to each other and quite shy about
where they should stand.
Arlene Phillips was a hoot. She kept organising people saying, ‘No, you stay there, you stand
there.’ They’re all gabbling together and the audience are all shouting and joining in.
What has been the funniest moment filming?
I think something with Judge Rinder, because I always assumed he was a serious judge. I
talked to him about when I trained as a Magistrate’s Clerk when I was 17 and he was
amazed. He said, ‘So you know about law then?’ I said, ‘I know how to break it!’ And he was
coming out with all sorts. He was foul mouthed and so funny. And he’s such a nice man as
well.
There is a socially distanced live audience (albeit wearing masks), was that important to
you?
Yes, they’re all socially distanced and it’s only a third full, and everyone is wearing masks. It
was very odd, all you could see was a sea of eyes and it felt like being watched by frogspawn!
All the crew was masked up too. They could all be sitting there with faces like they’ve been
poisoned and you wouldn’t know. But it was the right thing, as we were coming out of
lockdown. I’d been filming in Kent and at Battersea, but to go into an enclosed space again,
which I hadn’t done for so long, was a little bit odd at first. Walking in, you feel like it’s strange,
there’s no hugging or anything. But then after a while it just becomes normal.
Who is easiest to work with, animals or celebrities?
I think animal because I get on so well with them, but they can disgrace you and decide to
mount you on camera or wee on you – thankfully none of the celebrities do that!
Who would be a dream guest for the show?
If I could pick anyone I’d have Bette Davis. I’m a huge fan of hers, on and off the screen. She
was such a force to deal with, such a power house. Imagine what she’d come out with!

Please credit: Paul O’Grady’s Saturday Night Line Up starts on Saturday 11
September 2021 at 9pm on ITV and ITV Hub (TBC)
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